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In recent years, public debate has raged over the issue of maternal choice. While
personal testimony and political argument have received widespread attention,
artistic representations of birth and abortion have been submerged. Judith Wilt
offers the first look at how contemporary writers tell and retell the stories that
shape our perceptions about abortion. She reveals that the struggle to plot these
painful, complex narratives of choice, control, guilt, loss, and liberation has
preoccupied an astonishing number of our most distinguished novelists, male and
female alike. Readers of twentieth-century novels are more likely to encounter
plots centered on maternal choice than those dealing with the more traditional
problems of courtship and marriage.

In the opening of the book, Wilt discusses real case histories of several women.
After studying the ambiguities of their decisions, she turns to their counterpoints
depicted in contemporary fiction. Working from a feminist perspective, Wilt
traces the theme of maternal choice in works by Margaret Atwood, Margaret
Drabble, Joan Didion, Mary Gordon, Alice Walker, Toni Morrison, Gloria
Naylor, Marge Piercy, Thomas Keneally, Graham Swift, Ernest Hemingway,
William Faulkner, John Barth, John Irving, and others.

Behind the political, medical, and moral debates on abortion, Wilt argues, is a
profound psychocultural shock at the recognition that maternity is passing from
the domain of instinct to that of conscious choice. Although never wholly
instinctual, maternity's potential capture by consciousness raises complex
questions. The novels Wilt discusses portray worlds in which principles are
endangered by sexual inequality, male power and hidden male fear of
abandonment, impotence, female submission, and covert rage, and, in the case of
black maternity, the hideous aftermath of slavery.

Wilt provides a resonant new context for debates—whether political or
personal—on the issue of abortion and maternal choice. Ultimately she enables
us to rethink how we shape our own identities and lives.
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In recent years, public debate has raged over the issue of maternal choice. While personal testimony and
political argument have received widespread attention, artistic representations of birth and abortion have
been submerged. Judith Wilt offers the first look at how contemporary writers tell and retell the stories that
shape our perceptions about abortion. She reveals that the struggle to plot these painful, complex narratives
of choice, control, guilt, loss, and liberation has preoccupied an astonishing number of our most
distinguished novelists, male and female alike. Readers of twentieth-century novels are more likely to
encounter plots centered on maternal choice than those dealing with the more traditional problems of
courtship and marriage.

In the opening of the book, Wilt discusses real case histories of several women. After studying the
ambiguities of their decisions, she turns to their counterpoints depicted in contemporary fiction. Working
from a feminist perspective, Wilt traces the theme of maternal choice in works by Margaret Atwood,
Margaret Drabble, Joan Didion, Mary Gordon, Alice Walker, Toni Morrison, Gloria Naylor, Marge Piercy,
Thomas Keneally, Graham Swift, Ernest Hemingway, William Faulkner, John Barth, John Irving, and
others.

Behind the political, medical, and moral debates on abortion, Wilt argues, is a profound psychocultural shock
at the recognition that maternity is passing from the domain of instinct to that of conscious choice. Although
never wholly instinctual, maternity's potential capture by consciousness raises complex questions. The
novels Wilt discusses portray worlds in which principles are endangered by sexual inequality, male power
and hidden male fear of abandonment, impotence, female submission, and covert rage, and, in the case of
black maternity, the hideous aftermath of slavery.

Wilt provides a resonant new context for debates—whether political or personal—on the issue of abortion
and maternal choice. Ultimately she enables us to rethink how we shape our own identities and lives.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Judith Wilt is professor of English at Boston College. Her most recent book, Secret Leaves: The Novels of
Walter Scott, is also published by the University of Chicago Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jordan Weatherspoon:

The book Abortion, Choice, and Contemporary Fiction: The Armageddon of the Maternal Instinct can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave the good thing like a book Abortion, Choice, and Contemporary Fiction: The Armageddon of the
Maternal Instinct? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that
you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Abortion,
Choice, and Contemporary Fiction: The Armageddon of the Maternal Instinct has simple shape however you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Marguerite Boutte:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Abortion, Choice, and Contemporary
Fiction: The Armageddon of the Maternal Instinct, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Brandi Johnson:

This Abortion, Choice, and Contemporary Fiction: The Armageddon of the Maternal Instinct is completely
new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of
digest in reading this Abortion, Choice, and Contemporary Fiction: The Armageddon of the Maternal
Instinct can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to
get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean
in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is
the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should



be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Joyce Martinez:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top
listing in your reading list is Abortion, Choice, and Contemporary Fiction: The Armageddon of the Maternal
Instinct. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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