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The definition of 'heavy meta' is often a contentious issue and in this lively and
accessible text Andrew Cope presents a refreshing re-evaluation of the rules that
define heavy metal asamusical genre. Cope begins with an interrogation of why,
during the late 1960s and early 1970s, Birmingham provided the ideal location
for the evolution and early development of heavy metal and hard rock. The
author considers how the influence of the London and Liverpool music scenes
merged with the unique cultural climate, industry and often desolated sites of
post-war Birmingham to contribute significantly to the development of two
unique forms of music: heavy metal and hard rock. The author explores these two
forms through an extensive examination of key tracks from the first six albums of
both Black Sabbath and Led Zeppelin, in which musical, visua and lyrical
aspects of each band are carefully compared and contrasted in order to highlight
the distinctive innovations of those early recordings. In conclusion, a number of
case studies are presented that illustrate how the unique synthesis of elements
established by Black Sabbath have been perpetuated and developed through the
work of such bands as Iron Maiden, Metallica, Pantera, Machine Head,
Nightwish, Arch Enemy and Cradle of Filth. As a consequence, the importance
of heavy metal as a genre of music was firmly established, and its longevity
assured.
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The definition of 'heavy meta' is often a contentious issue and in thislively and accessible text Andrew Cope
presents a refreshing re-evaluation of the rules that define heavy metal asamusical genre. Cope begins with
an interrogation of why, during the late 1960s and early 1970s, Birmingham provided the ideal location for
the evolution and early development of heavy metal and hard rock. The author considers how the influence
of the London and Liverpool music scenes merged with the unique cultural climate, industry and often
desolated sites of post-war Birmingham to contribute significantly to the development of two unique forms
of music: heavy metal and hard rock. The author explores these two forms through an extensive examination
of key tracks from the first six albums of both Black Sabbath and Led Zeppelin, in which musical, visual and
lyrical aspects of each band are carefully compared and contrasted in order to highlight the distinctive
innovations of those early recordings. In conclusion, a number of case studies are presented that illustrate
how the unique synthesis of elements established by Black Sabbath have been perpetuated and devel oped
through the work of such bands as Iron Maiden, Metallica, Pantera, Machine Head, Nightwish, Arch Enemy
and Cradle of Filth. As a consequence, the importance of heavy metal as a genre of music was firmly
established, and its longevity assured.
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Editorial Review

Review

'For many years popular music studies has been dominated by texts which fail to address the unique
combination of musical sounds, timbres and structures that distinguishes heavy metal from hard rock. Black
Sabbath and the Rise of Heavy Metal Music fills that gap and offers researchers and students alike the
opportunity to explore and enjoy an engaging musical investigation into the birth and development of the
heavy metal sound. ... Thisisan exciting book and one which will open up new avenues of investigation for
researchers and students alike. It is warmly recommended.' From the Foreword by Sheila Whiteley, Emeritus
Professor at Salford University, UK, author of The Space Between the Notes: Rock and Counterculture
(1992) and Too Much Too Y oung: Popular Music, Age and Gender (2005) 'This fine book puts Black
Sabbath's massive influence on the genre into musical perspective, aswell as historical perspective... not
only the best book ever written on the influence of Black Sabbath in Heavy Metal, but afine, intelligent
study of the genre as awhole.' livedmetal.org 'Cope's book is on heavy metal as music and assuch itisan
important contribution to a field which has previously been mostly studied through subcultural readings.’
Popular Music

About the Author
Dr Andrew L. Cope, Music School, Staffordshire Performing Arts

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mary Perez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Black Sabbath and the Rise of Heavy Metal Music (Ashgate
Popular and Folk Music Series). Try to make the book Black Sabbath and the Rise of Heavy Metal Music
(Ashgate Popular and Folk Music Series) as your good friend. It meansthat it can to be your friend when you
sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book.
So, let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Cindy Knutson:

This Black Sabbath and the Rise of Heavy Metal Music (Ashgate Popular and Folk Music Series) are
generdly reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this
Black Sabbath and the Rise of Heavy Metal Music (Ashgate Popular and Folk Music Series) can be one of
several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with
information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Black
Sabbath and the Rise of Heavy Metal Music (Ashgate Popular and Folk Music Series) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it



useful in your day task. So, let's haveit and revel in reading.

Joyce Cannon:

The book untitled Black Sabbath and the Rise of Heavy Metal Music (Ashgate Popular and Folk Music
Series) contain alot of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The
language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read
the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary
works. It is possible to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, So you can
read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide
open their official web-site aswell as order it. Have a nice go through.

Catherine Gober:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update
of news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual .
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the Black Sabbath and the Rise of Heavy Metal Music (Ashgate Popular and
Folk Music Series) when you needed it?
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