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While many think of Elvis Presley asrock 'n' roll's driving force, the truth is that
Fats Domino, whose records have sold more than 100 million copies, was the
first to put it on the map with such hitsas “ Ain't That a Shame” and “Blueberry
Hill.” In Blue Monday, acclaimed R& B scholar Rick Coleman draws on a
multitude of new interviews with Fats Domino and many other early musical
legends to create a definitive biography of not just an extraordinary man but also
aunique time and place: New Orleans at the birth of rock 'n’ roll. Coleman's
groundbreaking research makes for an immense cultural biography, and isthe
first to convey the full scope of Fats Domino'simpact on the popular music of the
twentieth century.
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While many think of Elvis Presley asrock 'n' roll's driving force, the truth is that Fats Domino, whose
records have sold more than 100 million copies, was the first to put it on the map with such hitsas “Ain't
That a Shame” and “Blueberry Hill.” In Blue Monday, acclaimed R& B scholar Rick Coleman draws on a
multitude of new interviews with Fats Domino and many other early musical legends to create a definitive
biography of not just an extraordinary man but also a unique time and place: New Orleans at the birth of rock
'n' roll. Coleman's groundbreaking research makes for an immense cultural biography, and isthefirst to
convey the full scope of Fats Domino's impact on the popular music of the twentieth century.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

"When people get started dancing and having a good time, they don't care what color you are,” reflected
Herbert Hardesty, one of Antoine "Fats' Domino's band members, on the ability of Domino's music to break
through the color barrier in postwar America. It is arecurring theme in Coleman'’s biography, as are, not
surprisingly, segregation and mainstream society's reception to rock 'n' roll, particularly songs by African
Americans. Based on interviews and years of research, Coleman's book is well-written and full of lively
details about life on the road, recording sessions and how things worked in Domino'sinner circle. After
making quick work of Domino's grandparents and childhood, Coleman begins a chronological journey
through Domino's life, peppering his narrative with important events in music and the civil rights movement.
Although Coleman touches lightly on some of Domino'sirresponsible behavior-his drinking, womanizing
and ambivalence to curtain times set the mold by which later rock stars would be cast-the book borders on
hagiography. Also, Coleman's suggestions that the earliest African-American performers of rock 'n' roll are
largely forgotten and that there still persists amyth that it all began with Elvis are outmoded at best.
However, Coleman's book succeeds as awarm tribute to an American music icon.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Coleman launches the first book-length biography of a New Orleans legend by contending that Fats
Domino's 1949 "thunderous rocker,” "The Fat Man," has amore legitimate claim than Elvis Presley's "That's
All Right" to being the first rock 'n' roll song. He argues that Domino's seminal rolein rock history is
underappreciated, and it's genuinely easy to agree with him. Coleman intertwines Domino's biography and
the story of an American society changing in the 1940s and 1950s so that race and pop music often merged.
Domino became areliable hit maker on the mainstream charts and a smiling TV presence, which was then
still odd for an African American. Fats indomitable spirit pervades the book, even in discussions of his
gambling problems, inspiriting the story of an excellent musician who provided alink between such older
Crescent City R&B giants as Professor Longhair and young rockers like Ernie K-Doe. Fats Domino's story is
central to rock history, making this a must for the pop music shelves. Mike Tribby

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"A fine biography...A first-rate rock'n'roll critic...A well-written, deeply researched biography." -- Boston
Sunday Globe, 8/27/06

"A readable, long overdue bio...Needs to be read by anybody who truly cares about the origins of
rock'n'roll." -- Relix, October 2006

"Coleman nicely summons the glorious heyday of New Orleans." -- Washington Post Book World, 7/2/06

"Coleman's meticulously researched biography...is a highly engrossing portrait...After reading Blue Monday
you'll feel like [Domino's] an old friend." -- American Songwriter, October 2006

"Coleman’slively writing style...helps bring the period to life...A love letter to the New Orleans music
scene." -- Associated Press, 6/16/06


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

"Domino at last gets his due...A well-rounded portrait of the artist...An exemplary biography." -- No
Depression, October 2006

"Undoubtedly [Coleman’ 5] finest achievement. He's marshaled his resources well and closely documented
his hero’slife...A compulsiveread." -- Blues & Rhythm, August 2006

"[An] excellent biography... Thanks to Coleman, Fats Domino may finally get his props." -- Ottawa Citizen,
11/12/2006

"[The] definitive biography...Thereis awealth of recording detail here...[A] vivid account." -- Rolling
Sone, 6/15/06

A" Coleman has put together an impressive work that is long overdue.A" -- Jazz & Blues Report, August
2006

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Henrietta Jimerson:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem aswell as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Blue Monday: Fats Domino and the Lost Dawn of Rock 'n' Roll.

Dan Gray:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Y es, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take awander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Blue
Monday: Fats Domino and the Lost Dawn of Rock 'n' Roll? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Celia Robertson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Blue Monday: Fats Domino and the Lost Dawn of
Rock 'n' Roll as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book,
you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students
especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Blue Monday: Fats Domino and the Lost Dawn of Rock 'n' Roll to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.



ClaraWilliams;

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of books

that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Blue Monday: Fats Domino and the Lost Dawn of
Rock 'n' Rall.
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