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This enthralling story of survival is the first major narrative of the exploration of
North America by Europeans (1528-36). The author of Castaways (Naufragios),
Alvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca, was a fortune-seeking nobleman and the treasurer
of an expedition to claim for Spain a vast area that includes today's Florida,
Louisiana, and Texas. A shipwreck forced him and a handful of men to make the
long westward journey on foot to meet up with Hernán Cortés.

In order to survive, Cabeza de Vaca joined native peoples along the way,
learning their languages and practices and serving them as a slave and later as a
physician. When after eight years he finally reached the West, he was not
recognized by his compatriots.

In his writing Cabeza de Vaca displays great interest in the cultures of the native
peoples he encountered on his odyssey. As he forged intimate bonds with some
of them, sharing their brutal living conditions and curing their sick, he found
himself on a voyage of self-discovery that was to make his reunion with his
fellow Spaniards less joyful than expected.

Cabeza de Vaca's gripping narrative is a trove of ethnographic information, with
descriptions and interpretations of native cultures that make it a powerful
precursor to modern anthropology. Frances M. López-Morillas's translation
beautifully captures the sixteenth-century original. Based as it is on Enrique
Pupo-Walker's definitive critical edition, it promises to become the authoritative
English translation.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Even if your collection has one of the earlier translations of this basic southwestern document, you'll want
to add this one."--"Books of the Southwest

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Spanish

About the Author

Enrique Pupo-Walker is Centennial Professor of Spanish and Portuguese at Vanderbilt University. His
edition of Naufragios was published in Spain in 1992. Frances M. López-Morillas is an award-winning
translator living in Austin, Texas.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Warner Samuels:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Castaways: The Narrative of Alvar
Núñez Cabeza de Vaca book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in
this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Susan Ford:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Castaways: The
Narrative of Alvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in
this era. Often the book untitled Castaways: The Narrative of Alvar Núñez Cabeza de Vacais one of several
books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you
read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in
the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a
great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular
book.

Joseph Dolezal:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or



picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the book untitled Castaways: The Narrative of Alvar Núñez Cabeza de
Vaca can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Jennifer Gallant:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Castaways: The
Narrative of Alvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Castaways: The Narrative of Alvar Núñez Cabeza de
Vaca become your current starter.
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