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In thisinnovative book, Alfred W. McCoy takes a new approach to the military
and political history of the Philippines. Comparing two generations of graduates
from the Philippine Military Academy (PMA)—the classes of 1940 and
1971—McCoy uncovers fundamental differencesin their academic socialization
and subseguent ascent to power. Viewed through this comparative lens, the story
of these two classes becomes the history of the entire Philippine army, offering
important insights into the complexities of Filipino involvement in war and peace
from the 1930s to the 1990s.

Drawing on extensive interviews with these officers, aswell as on diaries and
memoirs, the book details for the first time activities of the secretive brotherhood
that is the Filipino officer corps. Members of the class of 1940, who bonded to
one another in PMA training modeled after West Point’s, emerged from heroic
battles against Japanese invaders with their belief in civil supremacy over the
military affirmed. In postwar decades, they actively blocked coup attempts. By
contrast, the class of ' 71 emerged from the academy to become the fist of the
Marcos dictatorship. Their involvement in torture ruptured the academy’s
socialization and inspired them to launch six coup attempts in the late 1980s. The
collective biographies of these officers offer insights not only into Philippine
history but also into topics of wider global import—the influence of male gender
on adigtinctly gendered institution, the causes of coup d’ état, and the collective
trauma of torture.
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In thisinnovative book, Alfred W. McCoy takes a new approach to the military and political history of the
Philippines. Comparing two generations of graduates from the Philippine Military Academy (PMA)—the
classes of 1940 and 1971—McCoy uncovers fundamental differencesin their academic socialization and
subsequent ascent to power. Viewed through this comparative lens, the story of these two classes becomes
the history of the entire Philippine army, offering important insights into the complexities of Filipino
involvement in war and peace from the 1930s to the 1990s.

Drawing on extensive interviews with these officers, as well as on diaries and memoirs, the book details for
the first time activities of the secretive brotherhood that is the Filipino officer corps. Members of the class of
1940, who bonded to one another in PMA training modeled after West Point’s, emerged from heroic battles
against Japanese invaders with their belief in civil supremacy over the military affirmed. In postwar decades,
they actively blocked coup attempts. By contrast, the class of ' 71 emerged from the academy to become the
fist of the Marcos dictatorship. Their involvement in torture ruptured the academy’ s socialization and
inspired them to launch six coup attemptsin the late 1980s. The collective biographies of these officers offer
insights not only into Philippine history but also into topics of wider global import—the influence of male
gender on adistinctly gendered institution, the causes of coup d’ état, and the collective trauma of torture.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Alfred W. McCoy is professor of Southeast Asian history at the University of Wisconsin, Madison.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Chester Walters;

Here thing why thiskind of Closer Than Brothers: Manhood at the Philippine Military Academy are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good neverthelessit dependsin the
content of it which isthe content is as delightful asfood or not. Closer Than Brothers: Manhood at the
Philippine Military Academy giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out
there but there is no reserve that similar with Closer Than Brothers: Manhood at the Philippine Military
Academy. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring everywhere likein
park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing
the paper book maybe the form of Closer Than Brothers: Manhood at the Philippine Military Academy in e-
book can be your alternative.

Charles Adams;

Spent afree time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fed it? Will you something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the e-book untitled Closer Than Brothers: Manhood at the Philippine Military
Academy can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Rodolfo Buker:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find publication
that need more time to be study. Closer Than Brothers: Manhood at the Philippine Military Academy can be
your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.



Vivian Regan:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Closer Than Brothers. Manhood at
the Philippine Military Academy which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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