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Consumption practices in China have been transformed at an unprecedented
pace. Under Mao Zedong, the state controlled nearly all aspects of what people
consumed, from everyday necessities to entertainment and the media; today,
shoddy state-run stores characterized by a dearth of choices have made way for
luxury malls and hypermarkets filled with a multitude of products.

Consumption in China explores what it means to be a consumer in the world’s
fastest growing economy. LiAnne Yu provides a multi-faceted portrait of the
impact of increased consumption on urban spaces, social status, lifestyles,
identities, and freedom of expression. The book also examines what is unique
and what is universal about how consumer practices in China have developed,
investigating the factors that differentiate them from what has been observed
among the already mature consumer markets.

Behind the often staggering statistics about China are the very human stories that
highlight the emotional and social triggers behind consumption. This engaging
book is a valuable resource for students, scholars and business professionals
interested in a deeper understanding of what motivates China’s consumers, and
what challenges they face as more aspects of everyday life become
commoditized.
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Consumption practices in China have been transformed at an unprecedented pace. Under Mao Zedong, the
state controlled nearly all aspects of what people consumed, from everyday necessities to entertainment and
the media; today, shoddy state-run stores characterized by a dearth of choices have made way for luxury
malls and hypermarkets filled with a multitude of products.

Consumption in China explores what it means to be a consumer in the world’s fastest growing economy.
LiAnne Yu provides a multi-faceted portrait of the impact of increased consumption on urban spaces, social
status, lifestyles, identities, and freedom of expression. The book also examines what is unique and what is
universal about how consumer practices in China have developed, investigating the factors that differentiate
them from what has been observed among the already mature consumer markets.

Behind the often staggering statistics about China are the very human stories that highlight the emotional and
social triggers behind consumption. This engaging book is a valuable resource for students, scholars and
business professionals interested in a deeper understanding of what motivates China’s consumers, and what
challenges they face as more aspects of everyday life become commoditized.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is an extremely readable insight into the forces that drive consumer trends in what will one day become
the world's largest consumer market. It's a book for any CEO hoping for a slice of the action."
South China Morning Post

"A valuable resource"
China Daily

''An informative combination of firsthand observations, extensive interviews, and social theory allows
readers to follow Chinese consumers into a new world of goods and services. This book provides up-to-date
coverage of key aspects of Chinese consumerism, including the impact of the internet, the influence of
China's one-child households, and the implications of new private and commercial spaces."
Karl Gerth, author of As China Goes, So Goes the World: How Chinese Consumers are Transforming
Everything

''The transformation of Chinese consumers in the last three decades, a dazzling subject, is presented in this
book with rich ethnographic evidence and clear historical contextualization. The author has skilfully weaved
consumer voices and her own experience with a wide range of academic theories and business insights.''
Mag Wong, Founder and Non-Executive Chairman of Oracle Added Value, Hong Kong

"Consumption in China is a timely contribution to the growing literature on the emerging Chinesemiddle
class. Its engaging writing style makes it a good read for undergraduates and a general audience who are
interested in China?s new social landscape at large."
The American Anthropologist

About the Author
LiAnne Yu received her PhD in Anthropology from UC San Diego, and is an independent consumer
consultant with particular expertise in emerging markets, having worked with clients such as Microsoft,
Google, HP, eBay, Time Warner, and Global English.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rosemary Taylor:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Consumption in
China: How China's New Consumer Ideology is Shaping the Nation (China Today) suitable to you? The
particular book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled Consumption in China: How
China's New Consumer Ideology is Shaping the Nation (China Today)is the main one of several books that
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their
strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This
book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on



this book.

William Fields:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons
or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this
Consumption in China: How China's New Consumer Ideology is Shaping the Nation (China Today).

Wanda Hardin:

Typically the book Consumption in China: How China's New Consumer Ideology is Shaping the Nation
(China Today) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The
book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this
book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Lorraine Michael:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
named of book Consumption in China: How China's New Consumer Ideology is Shaping the Nation (China
Today). You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can
bring you from one place to other place.
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