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Cruel Britannia: Sarah Kane’s Postmodern Traumatics examines four plays by
British playwright Sarah Kane (1971–1999), all written between 1995 and 1999
within the context of the «Cool Britannia», or «In-Yer-Face» London theatre
movement of the 1990s. Kane’s plays were notorious for their shocking
productions and challenging and offensive subject matter. This book analyzes her
plays as products of a long history of theatrical convention and experimentation,
rather than trend. I read Kane’s plays through an optic of trauma theory, and link
the trauma to postmodern experience as defined by war, inter-personal violence,
repetitive memory, and sex as medium of violence. Kane’s plays’ unrelenting
violence and graphic depictions of violent sex suggest a relationship with
theories and practices such as Artaud’s theatre of cruelty, and Kroker and Cook’s
theory of the postmodern as sign of excremental culture and an inherently abject
state of being. Through a play by play analysis I conclude that Kane’s work
suggests that violence and trauma are endemic to postmodern life, and are
ultimately apocalyptic due to their culmination in Kane’s final play, the suicide
text of 4.48 Psychosis.
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Kane (1971–1999), all written between 1995 and 1999 within the context of the «Cool Britannia», or «In-
Yer-Face» London theatre movement of the 1990s. Kane’s plays were notorious for their shocking
productions and challenging and offensive subject matter. This book analyzes her plays as products of a long
history of theatrical convention and experimentation, rather than trend. I read Kane’s plays through an optic
of trauma theory, and link the trauma to postmodern experience as defined by war, inter-personal violence,
repetitive memory, and sex as medium of violence. Kane’s plays’ unrelenting violence and graphic
depictions of violent sex suggest a relationship with theories and practices such as Artaud’s theatre of
cruelty, and Kroker and Cook’s theory of the postmodern as sign of excremental culture and an inherently
abject state of being. Through a play by play analysis I conclude that Kane’s work suggests that violence and
trauma are endemic to postmodern life, and are ultimately apocalyptic due to their culmination in Kane’s
final play, the suicide text of 4.48 Psychosis.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Jolene Armstrong is Associate Professor in Comparative Literature and English in the Centre for Humanities
at Athabasca University. Professor Armstrong’s work is in Canadian and American literature and popular
culture, indigenous literature and in examining intersections between narrative and mixed media art. Her first
book, an edited collection on Canadian Métis author Maria Campbell was published in 2012.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Micheal Clothier:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Cruel Britannia: Sarah Kane’s Postmodern Traumatics. You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any book
Cruel Britannia: Sarah Kane’s Postmodern Traumatics. You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything!
From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

David Anthony:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Cruel Britannia: Sarah
Kane’s Postmodern Traumatics. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Catherine Hershey:

The e-book untitled Cruel Britannia: Sarah Kane’s Postmodern Traumatics is the book that recommended to
you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language
that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a
lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Cruel Britannia: Sarah Kane’s Postmodern Traumatics
from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.



Betty Guinn:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and
soon. The Cruel Britannia: Sarah Kane’s Postmodern Traumatics provide you with a new experience in
examining a book.
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