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In the decade after 1945, as the Cold War freeze set in, a new Europe slowly
began to emerge from the ruins of the Second World War, based on a broad
rejection of the fascist past that had so scarred the continent's recent history. In
the East, this new consensus was enforced by Soviet-imposed Communist
regimes. In the West, the process was less coercive, amounting more to a
consensus of silence. On both sides, much was deliberately forgotten or
obscured.

The years which followed were in many ways golden years for western Europe.
Democracy became embedded in Germany, and eventually triumphed over
dictatorship in Spain, Portugal, and Greece. Britain and France faced up to the
necessity of decolonization. The European Economic Community was founded
and went from strength to strength, as the economies of western Europe bounced
back from the devastation of the war. The countries of the East lagged far behind
and seemed caught in a perpetual game of catch-up, but even there conditions
had improved since the end of the war, albeit at a much slower rate. Above all,
throughout this period the European world continued to be sustained by the broad
anti-fascist consensus that had emerged in the years after 1945.

However, as Dan Stone shows in this new history of the continent since the war,
this fundamental consensus began to break down in the wake of the oil shocks of
the 1970s, a process which has rapidly accelerated since the end of the Cold War.
Globalization, deregulation, and the erosion of social-democratic welfare
capitalism in the West, and the collapse of the purported Communist alternative
in the East, have all fatally undermined the post-war anti-fascist value system
that predominated across Europe in the first four decades after the end of the
Second World War.

Ominously, this has been accompanied by a rise in right-wing populism and a
widespread revision of the anti-fascist narrative on which this value system was
based. The danger of this shift is now evident: financial and social crisis, an
increasing inability on the part of European populations to resist historical myth-
making, and the re-emergence of fascist ideas. The result, as Dan Stone warns, is
socially divisive, politically dangerous, and a genuine threat to the future of a
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civilized Europe.
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In the decade after 1945, as the Cold War freeze set in, a new Europe slowly began to emerge from the ruins
of the Second World War, based on a broad rejection of the fascist past that had so scarred the continent's
recent history. In the East, this new consensus was enforced by Soviet-imposed Communist regimes. In the
West, the process was less coercive, amounting more to a consensus of silence. On both sides, much was
deliberately forgotten or obscured.

The years which followed were in many ways golden years for western Europe. Democracy became
embedded in Germany, and eventually triumphed over dictatorship in Spain, Portugal, and Greece. Britain
and France faced up to the necessity of decolonization. The European Economic Community was founded
and went from strength to strength, as the economies of western Europe bounced back from the devastation
of the war. The countries of the East lagged far behind and seemed caught in a perpetual game of catch-up,
but even there conditions had improved since the end of the war, albeit at a much slower rate. Above all,
throughout this period the European world continued to be sustained by the broad anti-fascist consensus that
had emerged in the years after 1945.

However, as Dan Stone shows in this new history of the continent since the war, this fundamental consensus
began to break down in the wake of the oil shocks of the 1970s, a process which has rapidly accelerated
since the end of the Cold War. Globalization, deregulation, and the erosion of social-democratic welfare
capitalism in the West, and the collapse of the purported Communist alternative in the East, have all fatally
undermined the post-war anti-fascist value system that predominated across Europe in the first four decades
after the end of the Second World War.

Ominously, this has been accompanied by a rise in right-wing populism and a widespread revision of the
anti-fascist narrative on which this value system was based. The danger of this shift is now evident: financial
and social crisis, an increasing inability on the part of European populations to resist historical myth-making,
and the re-emergence of fascist ideas. The result, as Dan Stone warns, is socially divisive, politically
dangerous, and a genuine threat to the future of a civilized Europe.
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Editorial Review

Review

"What Stone has accomplished with this book is the construction of an innovative new transnational
framework that raises memory politics to the level of economic politics as an integral and equally important
object of historical analysis. This framework allows Stone to deemphasize the particular, to focus on high
politics, and to consider both East and West as a whole, albeit a divided one. Overall, the book is a valuable
contribution to the historiography of the postwar period As fascism and Russian nationalist imperialism once
again rear their heads in Europe--both shamelessly employing exclusionary memory politics--the information
contained in this book will be valuable to those who wish to understand the current troubling situation."--H-
Net

About the Author

Dan Stone is Professor of Modern History at Royal Holloway, University of London. He is a historian of
ideas who has written or edited fourteen books on subjects including the Holocaust, genocide, fascism and
eugenics, including the The Oxford Handbook of Postwar European History.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jerry Gavin:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Goodbye to All That?:
A History of Europe Since 1945 book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Carl Vang:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the publication untitled Goodbye to All That?: A History of Europe Since 1945 can be
great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.



Robert Rascoe:

Why? Because this Goodbye to All That?: A History of Europe Since 1945 is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you
a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Effie Steger:

This Goodbye to All That?: A History of Europe Since 1945 is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity
to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge
more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Goodbye to All That?: A History of
Europe Since 1945 can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular
book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone,
sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy
even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can
find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book
variety for your better life and knowledge.
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