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The Handbook of Iconometry (Tibetan title: Chatshad kyi dpe ris Dpyod Idan yid
gsos) constitutes alavishly illustrated treatise laying down the iconometic
principles and measurements at the heart of the 17th-century art of Tibet. The
book was produced in ca. 1687 at the instigation of the famous scholar and
statesman sde srid Sangs rgyas rgya mtsho (1653 1705). Today, the original is
kept in the Tibet Autonomous Region Archives (Lhasa). The Handbook includes
more than 150 meticulously prepared drawings of buddhas, bodhisattvas and
divinities, 70 script types and 14 stupa models al extrapolated from the rich
heritage of Indo-Tibetan Buddhist art. These are accompanied by an introduction
charting the production of the Handbook in the 17th century and the scholarly
profile of its principal author Sangs rgyas rgya mtsho. In the appendix, it
reproduces passages from the Vai uryag.Ya sel that provide valuable additional
information about the illustrations.”
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The Handbook of Iconometry (Tibetan title: Chatshad kyi dpe ris Dpyod Idan yid gsos) constitutes alavishly
illustrated treatise laying down the iconometic principles and measurements at the heart of the 17th-century
art of Tibet. The book was produced in ca. 1687 at the instigation of the famous scholar and statesman sde
srid Sangs rgyas rgya mtsho (1653 1705). Today, the original is kept in the Tibet Autonomous Region
Archives (Lhasa). The Handbook includes more than 150 meticulously prepared drawings of buddhas,
bodhisattvas and divinities, 70 script types and 14 stupa models all extrapolated from the rich heritage of
Indo-Tibetan Buddhist art. These are accompanied by an introduction charting the production of the
Handbook in the 17th century and the scholarly profile of its principal author Sangs rgyas rgya mtsho. In the
appendix, it reproduces passages from the Vai uryag.Ya sel that provide valuable additional information
about theillustrations.”
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Editorial Review

Review

'the work so well reproduced in the present volume must henceforth serve as a veritable pierre de touche. In
some three hundred preciseillustrations, we find here a detailed catalogue of iconometric standards,
including divinities of all types, their attributes, stupas and other architectural details, and, most interestingly,
less well known aspects of Tibetan iconometrical convention including rare styles of calligraphic script. All
of this merits close study in relation both to textual sources and evidence of actual artistic practice.(...)
admirably high quality of the reproduction of the manuscript itself (...) avirtual substitute for the original
text. The publisher, Brill in Leiden, must be congratulated.’ Matthew T. Kapstein, Arts Asiatiques, 68 (2013)

About the Author

Christoph Cuppers studied Indology and Tibetology at the University of Hamburg, following seven years
at the Dusseldorfer Kunstakademie. From 1983 to 1988, he served as Deputy Director and Director at the
Nepal-German Manuscript Preservation Project. Since 1995, he is Director of the Lumbini International
Research Institute. In hisresearch, he focuses on the history of 17th century Tibet, Tibetan law and state
administration, as well as on cultural exchanges between Tibet and Nepal. Leonard W.J. van der Kuijp
studied at the University of Saskatchewan and Hamburg University, where he received his D.Phil. He
worked for the Nepal-German Manuscript Preservation Project from 1980-1984, taught at the Freie
Universitat Berlin from 1985-1987, at the University of Washington from 1987-1995, and, from 1995 to the
present, is Professor of Tibetan and Himalayan Studies at Harvard University. His research interests focus on
Indo-Tibetan Buddhist intellectual history, Tibetan Buddhist intellectual history, and Sino-Mongol-Tibetan
relations during the Y uan and Ming dynasties Ulrich Pagel, PhD (1993) in Buddhist Studies (London) is
Reader in the Languages and Religions of Tibet and Central Asia at the School of Oriental and African
Studies. He has published on Mah y na Buddhism (1994, 2006, 2007) and more recently in the field of
vinaya studies (2012). Since 1999, he serves as head of the International Tibetan Archives Preservation
Trust."

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Eleanor Abney:

The book Handbook of Tibetan Iconometry: A Guide to the Arts of the 17th Century (Brill's Tibetan Studies
Library) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may use to make your capable alot more increase.
Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject.
If you can make studying a book Handbook of Tibetan Iconometry: A Guide to the Arts of the 17th Century
(Brill's Tibetan Studies Library) for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and
read a e-book Handbook of Tibetan Iconometry: A Guide to the Arts of the 17th Century (Brill's Tibetan
Studies Library). Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So
, how do you think about this book?



Ruth Frye:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for awhileis
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other
ishigh. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Handbook of
Tibetan Iconometry: A Guide to the Arts of the 17th Century (Brill's Tibetan Studies Library) book as nice
and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Toby Lowry:

The reason? Because this Handbook of Tibetan conometry: A Guide to the Arts of the 17th Century (Brill's
Tibetan Studies Library) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it
but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method
but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or
you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you alot of positive aspects than the other book have got
such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that
book? If 1 have been you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Michael Meddlin:

Beside this particular Handbook of Tibetan Iconometry: A Guide to the Arts of the 17th Century (Brill's
Tibetan Studies Library) in your phone, it could possibly give you away to get more close to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't
aways beworry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
Handbook of Tibetan Iconometry: A Guide to the Arts of the 17th Century (Brill's Tibetan Studies Library)
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's
facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find
this book along with read it from right now!
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