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With the memorable characters and plot twists she brings to her best-selling
fantasies, acclaimed author Eva Ibbotson has written a hair-raising novel, set in
turn-of-the-last-century Brazil.

Accompanied by Miss Minton, a fierce-looking, no-nonsense governess, Maia, a
young orphan, sets off for the wilderness of the Amazon, expecting curtains of
orchids, brightly colored macaws, and a loving family. But what she finds is an
evil-tempered aunt and uncle and their spoiled daughters. It is only when she is
swept up in a mystery involving a young Indian boy, a homesick child actor, and
a missing inheritance that Maia lands in the middle of the Amazon adventure
she's dreamed of. Readers of every generation will treasure Ibbotson's lush
historical adventure that harkens back to the beloved classics of Frances Hodgson
Burnett and Louisa May Alcott.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Sent in 1910 to live with distant relatives who own a rubber plantation along the Amazon River, English
orphan Maia is excited. She believes she is in for brightly colored macaws, enormous butterflies, and
"curtains of sweetly scented orchids trailing from the trees." Her British classmates warn her of man-eating
alligators and wild, murderous Indians. Unfortunately, no one cautions Maia about her nasty, xenophobic
cousins, who douse the house in bug spray and forbid her from venturing beyond their coiffed compound.
Maia, however, is resourceful enough to find herself smack in the middle of more excitement than she ever
imagined, from a mysterious "Indian" with an inheritance, to an itinerant actor dreading his impending
adolescence, to a remarkable journey down the Amazon in search of the legendary giant sloth.

Eva Ibbotson, author of Dial-A- Ghost, Island of the Aunts, and other positively delightful and droll
fantasies, won a Gold Award for this book in the 2001 Nestlé Smarties Book Prizes. Likable heroines,
loathsome villains, and splendid adventures—-along with Kevin Hawkes's appealing ink illustrations--make
Ibbotson's novels a must for every bookshelf. (Ages 9 and older) --Emilie Coulter

From Publishers Weekly
Ibbotson (Island of the Aunts) offers another larger-than-life adventure featuring lovable heroes and
heroines, nasty villains, much hilarity and a deliciously gnarled plot. In 1910, Maia, an English orphan,
accompanied by her newly appointed governess, Miss Minton, sets off to Brazil to live with distant cousins.
She dreams of exploring the banks of the Amazon and viewing exotic wildlife, but her self-serving cousins
and their spoiled twin daughters despise the outdoors--almost as much as they despise Maia. The heroine
feels like a prisoner, forced to live inside the "dark clinical green" walls of her relatives' bungalow. Her life
would be dismal indeed, if she didn't sneak out every once in a while to meet up with two other orphans with
whom she has crossed paths: Clovis, a traveling actor, who longs to return to England, and Finn, a rich heir,
who would rather live with the "Indians" than be sent to the British estate where his grandfather eagerly
awaits his arrival. Suspense steadily rises as all three of the children attempt to escape their undesired fates.
Thanks to a series of surprising coincidences and strokes of good luck, the orphans manage to change their
destinies. Although the book's d‚nouement drags on a bit long, readers will come away with the satisfaction
of knowing that the good guys are amply rewarded with bright futures and the bad guys get their just deserts.
Ages 10-up.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Gr 5-8-Maia, an orphan, is attending a London girls' school in 1910 when she learns she has relatives who
live on a rubber farm near Manaus on the Amazon River. Excited about living in this exotic location, she
boards ship with her new governess and makes friends with Clovis, a child actor who is longing to go home
to England. Upon arrival, Maia discovers that the Carters have a strong aversion to anything Brazilian and
never go out. It's also obvious that they've taken her in because of her allowance from her wealthy parents'
estate. Worse yet, their twin daughters are conniving and nasty. The gregarious and adventuresome girl
perseveres with the help of her supportive governess and befriends the natives she meets when she sneaks
out of the house. The plot accelerates when she becomes involved in a plan to save Finn, a boy of both
indigenous and English heritage, from being sent back to England and his dreaded relatives. Finn and Maia
scheme to have Clovis disguise himself as Finn and return in his place. The plot is rich in drama, suspense,



hints of romance, and a sense of justice. The country's natural beauty and the time period come to life. Maia
is a strong heroine who steers her way clear against all odds, including near death. Adventure lovers who
enjoyed Avi's The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle (Orchard, 1990) and Sharon Creech's The Wanderer
(HarperCollins, 2000) will devour this one and wish that it would continue.

Jean Gaffney, Dayton and Montgomery County Public Library, Miamisburg, OH

Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jamie Arellano:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this Journey to the
River Sea.

Gerald Warfield:

Journey to the River Sea can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight
away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every
word into pleasure arrangement in writing Journey to the River Sea but doesn't forget the main place, giving
the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Allison Carson:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Journey to the River Sea can be the reply,
oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?

Iona Calhoun:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should



do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several
books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually Journey to the River Sea. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and
review this guide you can get many advantages.
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