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Phineas Gage was truly a man with a hole in his head. Phineas, a railroad
construction foreman, was blasting rock near Cavendish, Vermont, in 1848 when
a thirteen-pound iron rod was shot through his brain. Miraculously, he survived
to live another eleven years and become a textbook case in brain science.

At the time, Phineas Gage seemed to completely recover from his accident. He
could walk, talk, work, and travel, but he was changed. Gage "was no longer
Gage," said his Vermont doctor, meaning that the old Phineas was dependable
and well liked, and the new Phineas was crude and unpredictable.

His case astonished doctors in his day and still fascinates doctors today. What
happened and what didn’t happen inside the brain of Phineas Gage will tell you a
lot about how your brain works and how you act human.
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Phineas Gage was truly a man with a hole in his head. Phineas, a railroad construction foreman, was blasting
rock near Cavendish, Vermont, in 1848 when a thirteen-pound iron rod was shot through his brain.
Miraculously, he survived to live another eleven years and become a textbook case in brain science.

At the time, Phineas Gage seemed to completely recover from his accident. He could walk, talk, work, and
travel, but he was changed. Gage "was no longer Gage," said his Vermont doctor, meaning that the old
Phineas was dependable and well liked, and the new Phineas was crude and unpredictable.

His case astonished doctors in his day and still fascinates doctors today. What happened and what didn’t
happen inside the brain of Phineas Gage will tell you a lot about how your brain works and how you act
human.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Science writer John Fleischman uses a clipped, engaging expository style to tell the incredible story of the
railroad worker who, in 1848, survived the piercing blast of a 13-pound iron rod as it entered below his
cheekbone and exited the front of his skull in Phineas Gage: A Gruesome but True Story about Brain
Science. Photographs, glossary, a resource listing and index lend this textbook case the same sense of
immediacy as do the words.
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Gr 5 Up-The fascinating story of the construction foreman who survived for 10 years after a 13-pound iron
rod shot through his brain. Fleischman relates Gage's "horrible accident" and the subsequent events in the
present tense, giving immediacy to the text. He avoids sensationalizing by letting the events themselves carry
the impact. The straightforward description of Gage calmly chatting on a porch 30 minutes after the accident,
for example, comes across as horrifying and amazing. The author presents scientific background in a
conversational style and jumps enthusiastically into such related topics as phrenology, 19th-century medical
practices, and the history of microbiology. He shows how Gage's misfortune actually played an intriguing
and important role in the development of our knowledge of the brain. The present-tense narrative may cause
occasional confusion, since it spans several time periods and dates are not always immediately apparent from
the text. Illustrations include historical photographs; one showing the iron bar posed dramatically next to
Gage's skull is particularly impressive. Other photos and diagrams help explain the workings of the brain.
The work of Gage expert Malcolm Macmillan, cited in the list of resources, seems the likely main source for
the quotes and details of Gage's life, but this is not clearly spelled out in the text or appendixes. Like Penny
Colman's Corpses, Coffins, and Crypts (Holt, 1997) and James M. Deem's Bodies from the Bog (Houghton,
1998), Phineas Gage brings a scientific viewpoint to a topic that will be delightfully gruesome to many
readers.
Steven Engelfried, Beaverton City Library, OR
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 7-10. Railroad foreman and blasting expert Phineas Gage was hard at work in 1848 when an improperly
prepared charge of gunpowder rocketed a three-foot-long iron rod through his brain. Bloodied and
blackened, Gage remained coherent and surprisingly relaxed as he rode an oxcart back to town to get help.
He survived the accident for nearly a dozen years, though his personality changed drastically: the once
amiable man became crude and argumentative. The author combines this believe-it-or-not story with a
history of brain research, including everything from phrenology to high-tech tools. The text is vivid, though
curiosity seekers drawn in by the promise of a gruesome story will get bogged down in heavier sections on
brain physiology and chemistry. The illustrations are well captioned but don't have enough visual interest to
attract browsers for more than a moment. Report writers and science buffs will be the book's best audience.
A glossary and an annotated bibliography help make this a terrific resource. Randy Meyer
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Kimberly Dyson:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Phineas Gage: A Gruesome but
True Story About Brain Science. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Hilary Williams:

Here thing why this specific Phineas Gage: A Gruesome but True Story About Brain Science are different
and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Phineas Gage: A Gruesome but True Story
About Brain Science giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there
but there is no book that similar with Phineas Gage: A Gruesome but True Story About Brain Science. It
gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world
which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
technique home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form
of Phineas Gage: A Gruesome but True Story About Brain Science in e-book can be your alternative.

Wesley McFarland:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Phineas Gage: A Gruesome but True Story
About Brain Science as your daily resource information.

Nancy Royals:

The publication untitled Phineas Gage: A Gruesome but True Story About Brain Science is the reserve that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you.
The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Phineas Gage: A Gruesome but True Story
About Brain Science from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.
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