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From one of Latin Americas finest writers comes a mesmerizing novel about the
legendary Eva Peron. Bigger than fiction, Eva Peron was the poor-trash girl who
reinvented herself as a beauty, snared Argentinas dictator, reigned as uncrowned
gueen of the masses, and was struck down by cancer. When her desperate but
foxy husband brings Europe's leading embalmer to Eva's deathbed to make her
immortal, the fantastical comedy begins.
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From one of Latin America's finest writers comes a mesmerizing novel about the legendary Eva Peron.
Bigger than fiction, Eva Peron was the poor-trash girl who reinvented herself as a beauty, snared Argentina's
dictator, reigned as uncrowned queen of the masses, and was struck down by cancer. When her desperate but
foxy husband brings Europe's leading embalmer to Eva's deathbed to make her immortal, the fantastical
comedy begins.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Among the great corpses of our age are Lenin, Mao Zedong and Stalin. Mao, at least, is still on view for the
masses to see, some two decades after his demise. But no corpse engendered as much intrigue as that of Eva
Peron. Elevated to near sainthood in Argentina after her death in 1952, her perfectly preserved corpse was
seized by the Argentine Army following the ouster of her husband in 1955. By then, her corpse was the
equivalent of asacred relic, and while army officials wanted to keep it out of the hands of Peronists, they
were loath to destroy the corpse for fear of the wrath that might follow. Tomas Eloy Martinez has
reassembled the story of the corpse of Eve Peron in Santa Evita, and in the process, produced ariveting,
rich book that not only tells the tale of one of the more bizarre sagas in the history of South American
poalitics, but that also gets to the heart of the age-old human impulse to create myths and tell stories.

From Publishers Weekly

Where fiction ends and fact begins is one of the intriguing puzzles of this perverse and enigmatic but highly
readable "novel" about the afterlife of Eva Peron, the small-time actress who turned her marriage to an
Argentine dictator into amythical career asthe soul of that erratic and unhappy nation. Martinez (The Peron
Novel, 1988) casts himself as a sort of investigative journalist digging out the strange tale of Evita's corpse;
but what he does with the material is far from journalistic, embracing instead a sense of mournful comedy.
There seems little doubt that, under General Peron's orders, Evita's body (she died of a particularly painful
and malignant cancer in her early 30s, at the height of her hysterical adulation by Argentina's "shirtless
ones") was beautifully embalmed by a skillful Spanish embalmer. He seems also to have made several copies
of his masterwork; most of the action of the novel revolves around the attempts by Colonel Moori Koenig of
Military Intelligence to identify the real corpse, then to dispose of it in such away that Peronistas, who see it
asasymbol of all they cherished about the eventually discredited regime, can't make symbolic use of it. In
the process, he and his men become obsessed by the body's magically hypnotic qualities, and their lives are
unalterably changed. It isall along way from the easy sentimentality of the Broadway musical, but further
evidence of the extraordinary grip that remarkable yet banal woman still seemsto exert over the Argentine
imagination. No American reader can expect fully to share that degree of involvement with the subject, but
thisis nonethel ess a captivating study of how magic and politics sometimes surrealistically merge. 75,000
first printing; simultaneous Spanish version by Vintage Espanol.

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

What ever happened to Evita Peron's embalmed body? Therein lies atale by the director of the Latin
American Program at Rutgers.

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
L awrence Richardson:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the erathat is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by reading books. It is agood choice in your case but the problems coming to a person is you



don't know what one you should start with. This Santa Evitais our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Neil Dussault:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you studying a book especialy fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Santa Evita, you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge
can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Veronica Shriner:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyonein thisworld can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own
reader with their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try
to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them
isthis Santa Evita.

Carmen Helton:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usualy prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest oneis novel. Now, why not striving Santa Evita that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as
the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for al of you who wants to be success
person. So, for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Santa Evita
become your own personal starter.
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