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Over the last decade (and indeed ever since the Cold War), the rise of insurgents
and non-state actors in war, and their readiness to use terror and other irregular
methods of fighting, have led commentators to speak of 'new wars'. They have
assumed that the 'old wars' were waged solely between states, and were
accordingly fought between comparable and 'symmetrical' armed forces. Much of
this commentary has lacked context or sophistication. It has been bounded by
norms and theories more than the messiness of reality. Fed by the impact of the
9/11 attacks, it has privileged some wars and certain trends over others. Most
obviously it has been historically unaware. But it has also failed to consider many
of the other dimensions which help us to define what war is--legal, ethical,
religious, and social.

The Changing Character of War, the fruit of a five-year interdisciplinary
program at Oxford Univeresity of the same name, draws together all these
themes, in order to distinguish between what is really changing about war and
what only seems to be changing. Self-evidently, as the product of its own times,
the character of each war is always changing. But if war's character is in flux, its
underlying nature contains its own internal consistency. Each war is an
adversarial business, capable of generating its own dynamic, and therefore of
spiralling in directions that are never totally predictable. War is both utilitarian,
the tool of policy, and dysfunctional. This book brings together scholars with
world-wide reputations, drawn from a clutch of different disciplines, but united
by a common intellectual goal: that of understanding a problem of extraordinary
importance for our times.

This book is a project of the Oxford Leverhulme Program on the Changing
Character of War.
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Over the last decade (and indeed ever since the Cold War), the rise of insurgents and non-state actors in war,
and their readiness to use terror and other irregular methods of fighting, have led commentators to speak of
'new wars'. They have assumed that the 'old wars' were waged solely between states, and were accordingly
fought between comparable and 'symmetrical' armed forces. Much of this commentary has lacked context or
sophistication. It has been bounded by norms and theories more than the messiness of reality. Fed by the
impact of the 9/11 attacks, it has privileged some wars and certain trends over others. Most obviously it has
been historically unaware. But it has also failed to consider many of the other dimensions which help us to
define what war is--legal, ethical, religious, and social.

The Changing Character of War, the fruit of a five-year interdisciplinary program at Oxford Univeresity of
the same name, draws together all these themes, in order to distinguish between what is really changing
about war and what only seems to be changing. Self-evidently, as the product of its own times, the character
of each war is always changing. But if war's character is in flux, its underlying nature contains its own
internal consistency. Each war is an adversarial business, capable of generating its own dynamic, and
therefore of spiralling in directions that are never totally predictable. War is both utilitarian, the tool of
policy, and dysfunctional. This book brings together scholars with world-wide reputations, drawn from a
clutch of different disciplines, but united by a common intellectual goal: that of understanding a problem of
extraordinary importance for our times.

This book is a project of the Oxford Leverhulme Program on the Changing Character of War.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Hew Strachan is Chichele Professor of the History of War and Fellow at All Souls College, Oxford
University. He is also Director of the Oxford Program on the Changing Character of War.

Sibylle Scheipers is Director of Studies for the Changing Character of War Program at Oxford University.
Previously she held a postdoctoral fellowship at Chatham House, London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Julianna Pepper:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The Changing Character of War. Try to make book The Changing Character
of War as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you
more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Katherine Lee:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This The Changing Character of War book is readable through
you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
associated with The Changing Character of War content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different available as it. So ,
do you nevertheless thinking The Changing Character of War is not loveable to be your top listing reading
book?

Nancy Figaro:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to



improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of
them is this The Changing Character of War.

Diane Morgan:

This The Changing Character of War is great guide for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So
if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Changing
Character of War in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say
that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?
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