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During the Renaissance and the Enlightenment, coloniality emerged as a new
structure of power as Europeans colonized the Americas and built on the ideas of
Western civilization and modernity as the endpoints of historical time and
Europe as the center of the world. Walter D. Mignolo argues that coloniality is
the darker side of Western modernity, a complex matrix of power that has been
created and controlled by Western men and institutions from the Renaissance,
when it was driven by Christian theology, through the late twentieth century and
the dictates of neoliberalism. This cycle of coloniality is coming to an end. Two
main forces are challenging Western leadership in the early twenty-first century.
One of these, “dewesternization,” isan irreversible shift to the East in struggles
over knowledge, economics, and politics. The second forceis “decoloniality.”
Mignolo explains that decoloniality requires delinking from the colonial matrix
of power underlying Western modernity to imagine and build global futuresin
which human beings and the natural world are no longer exploited in the
relentless quest for wealth accumulation.
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During the Renai ssance and the Enlightenment, coloniality emerged as a new structure of power as
Europeans colonized the Americas and built on the ideas of Western civilization and modernity as the
endpoints of historical time and Europe as the center of the world. Walter D. Mignolo argues that coloniality
isthe darker side of Western modernity, a complex matrix of power that has been created and controlled by
Western men and institutions from the Renaissance, when it was driven by Christian theology, through the
|ate twentieth century and the dictates of neoliberalism. This cycle of coloniality is coming to an end. Two
main forces are challenging Western leadership in the early twenty-first century. One of these,
“dewesternization,” is an irreversible shift to the East in struggles over knowledge, economics, and politics.
The second force is “decoloniality.” Mignolo explains that decoloniality requires delinking from the colonial
matrix of power underlying Western modernity to imagine and build global futures in which human beings
and the natural world are no longer exploited in the relentless quest for wealth accumulation.
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Editorial Review
Review

“It is dense, but refreshing and ultimately uplifting. Walter Mignolo’ s visionary ideas about the decline and
fall of (Western) modernity and hence leadership should be on the syllabus in schools, let alone higher
education ingtitutions.” - EC, The Latin American Review of Books

“Such arich and ambitious book, apparently unafraid of taking risks, will prove controversia for it messes
with many awasp’s nest. The Darker Side of Western Modernity is recommended reading for those in search
of achallenge rather than a confirmation.” - Sara Castro-Klaren, Modern Language Notes

“...the book is elegantly written, even poetic or lyrical at times...| have aways appreciated Mignolo’s ability
to refine and rework hisideas, and this book seems to be the best example of such evolutionary thinking
yet.” - Darrel Allan Wanzer, Cultural Sudies

“The Darker Sde of Western Modernity is a significant, visionary, and hopeful text. More than just revealing
the logic and strategy at work in the ‘ darker side of Western modernity,’ this book makes evident and gives
life to decolonia delinking and thought. Walter D. Mignolo’s eye is toward emergent processes and projects
of political-epistemic resistance, disobedience, and transformation that give sustenance, reason, and
concretion to the prospect and anticipation of other possible worlds. Through these processes and projects,
Mignolo remaps the order of knowing, reading, and doing, while also indicating paths and perspectives for
significantly different communal futures.”—Catherine E. Walsh, Director, Doctoral Program in Latin
American Cultural Studies, Universidad Andina Simoén Bolivar, Quito, Ecuador

“Walter D. Mignolo is one of our leading theorists of coloniality/modernity and decolonial thinking. With
this superb book, the third in an ‘unintended trilogy’ exploring the nature and limits of modern social
thought, Mignolo continues his ambition to ‘ break the Western code’ embodied in its rhetoric of modernity
and logic of coloniality. This volume bringsto light adarker side of the project of modernity, the oppressive
relations that were at its heart, and offers decolonial options for the building of communal futures different
from our pasts. It is necessary reading for all those interested in the emancipatory potential of social theory
for dealing with the challenges of the twenty-first century.”—Gurminder K. Bhambra, author of
Rethinking Modernity: Postcolonialism and the Sociological Imagination

“It is dense, but refreshing and ultimately uplifting. Walter Mignolo’s visionary ideas about the decline and
fall of (Western) modernity and hence leadership should be on the syllabus in schools, let alone higher
education institutions.”

(The Latin American Review of Books)
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jennifer Phinney:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find
the unstabl e resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Darker Side of Western Modernity: Global
Futures, Decolonial Options (Latin america otherwise: languages, empires, nations) as the daily resource
information.

GloriaWdls:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you alot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
studying a book especialy fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the figures do it
anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The Darker Side of
Western Modernity: Global Futures, Decolonial Options (Latin america otherwise: languages, empires,
nations), you are able to tells your family, friendsin addition to soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge
can inspire average, make them reading areserve.

L aurence Asher:

Why? Because this The Darker Side of Western Modernity: Global Futures, Decolonial Options (Latin
america otherwise: languages, empires, nations) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for
you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you alot of gains
than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want
to hesitate having that book? If | were being you | will go to the book store hurriedly.



Jack Bemis:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest oneis novel. Now, why not striving The Darker Side of Western
Modernity: Global Futures, Decolonial Options (Latin america otherwise: languages, empires, nations) that
give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can
be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for al of you who wants
to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick
The Darker Side of Western Modernity: Global Futures, Decolonial Options (Latin america otherwise:
languages, empires, nations) become your starter.
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