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Bringing together forty-two groundbreaking essays--many of them already
classics--The Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader provides a much-needed
introduction to the contemporary state of lesbian/gay studies, extensively
illustrating the range, scope, diversity, appeal, and power of the work currently
being done in the field. Featuring essays by such prominent scholars as Judith
Butler, John D'Emilio, Kobena Mercer, Adrienne Rich, Gayle Rubin, and Eve
Kosofsky Sedgwick, The Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader explores a multitude
of sexual, ethnic, racial, and socio-economic experiences.

Ranging across disciplines including history, literature, critical theory, cultural
studies, African American studies, ethnic studies, sociology, anthropology,
psychology, classics, and philosophy, this anthology traces the inscription of
sexual meanings in all forms of cultural expression. Representing the best and
most significant English language work in the field, The Lesbian and Gay
Studies Reader addresses topics such as butch-fem roles, the cultural
construction of gender, lesbian separatism, feminist theory, AIDS, safe-sex
education, colonialism, S/M, Oscar Wilde, Gertrude Stein, children's books,
black nationalism, popular films, Susan Sontag, the closet, homophobia, Freud,
Sappho, the media, the hijras of India, Robert Mapplethorpe, and the politics of
representation. It also contains an extensive bibliographical essay which will
provide readers with an invaluable guide to further reading.

Contributors: Henry Abelove, Tomas Almaguer, Ana Maria Alonso, Michele
Barale, Judith Butler, Sue-Ellen Case, Danae Clark, Douglas Crimp, Teresa de
Lauretis, John D'Emilio, Jonathan Dollimore, Lee Edelman, Marilyn Frye,
Charlotte Furth, Marjorie Garber, Stuart Hall, David Halperin, Phillip Brian
Harper, Gloria T. Hull, Maria Teresa Koreck, Audre Lorde, Biddy Martin,
Deborah E. McDowell, Kobena Mercer, Richard Meyer, D. A. Miller, Serena
Nanda, Esther Newton, Cindy Patton, Adrienne Rich, Gayle Rubin, Joan W.
Scott, Daniel L. Selden, Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, Barbara Smith, Catharine R.
Stimpson, Sasha Torres, Martha Vicinus, Simon Watney, Harriet Whitehead,
John J. Winkler, Monique Wittig, and Yvonne Yarbro-Bejarano
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Editorial Review

Review

"At a moment when homosexual rights are at issue in school curricula, political party conventions, state and
city referendums, religious institutions, the military, and even St. Patrick's Day parades, this book offers a
broad, diverse, challenging, serious introduction to a wide range of scholarship in the emerging field of gay
and lesbian studies." -- Barbara Johnson, Harvard University

"Just a couple of decades ago the idea of a positive and creative lesbian and gay studies seemed a fantastical
dream. Today it is an ever-expanding and exhilarating reality: a rivulet has become a mighty river, fertilizing
all the traditional disciplines. This collection provides a valuable map of this new terrain, highlighting some
of its most significant features, and pointing to exciting developments. Like all good guidebooks, it
encourages us to explore further, to seek out the unknown, to see the old in fresh ways, and to cherish the
new and innovative." -- Jeffrey Weeks, Professor of Social Relations, University of West of England,
Bristol, author of Sexuality and Its Discontents

"It would be difficult to summarize the eclectic contents of The Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader, almost as
difficult as it would be to summarize the subjects of study it seeks to document. The Lesbian and Gay
Studies Reader isn't an encyclopedia, nor does it pretend to be. It is however an excellent compendium of an
emergin field whose full scope escapes us all." -- The Lesbian and Gay Studies Newsletter

About the Author

Henry Abelove is Professor of English at Wesleyan University.  He is the author of The Evangelist of
Desire: John Wesley and the Methodists.

Michèle Aina Barale is Assistant Professor of English and Women's and Gender Studies at Amherst
College.  Her book Below the Belt: Essays in Queer Reading is forthcoming from Routledge.

David M. Halperin is Professor of Literature at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  He is the author
of One Hundred Years of Homosexuality and Other Essays on Greek Love.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Andrew Martin:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader.
All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.



Julie Kappel:

The Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend
that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader
yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial considering.

Susan Ross:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader
which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Cathryn Walker:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book The Lesbian and Gay Studies
Reader to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when
you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion
about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
study it. Beside that the e-book The Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader can to be a newly purchased friend
when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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