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A scientific investigation and personal adventure story about zombis and the
voudoun culture of Haiti by a Harvard scientist.

In April 1982, ethnobotanist Wade Davis arrived in Haiti to investigate two
documented cases of zombis—people who had reappeared in Haitian society
years after they had been officially declared dead and had been buried. Drawn
into a netherworld of rituals and celebrations, Davis penetrated the vodoun
mystique deeply enough to place zombification in its proper context within
vodoun culture. In the course of his investigation, Davis came to realize that the
story of vodoun is the history of Haiti—from the African origins of its people to
the successful Haitian independence movement, down to the present day, where
vodoun culture is, in effect, the government of Haiti’s countryside.

The Serpent and the Rainbow combines anthropological investigation with a
remarkable personal adventure to illuminate and finally explain a phenomenon
that has long fascinated Americans.
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zombis—people who had reappeared in Haitian society years after they had been officially declared dead and
had been buried. Drawn into a netherworld of rituals and celebrations, Davis penetrated the vodoun mystique
deeply enough to place zombification in its proper context within vodoun culture. In the course of his
investigation, Davis came to realize that the story of vodoun is the history of Haiti—from the African origins
of its people to the successful Haitian independence movement, down to the present day, where vodoun
culture is, in effect, the government of Haiti’s countryside.

The Serpent and the Rainbow combines anthropological investigation with a remarkable personal adventure
to illuminate and finally explain a phenomenon that has long fascinated Americans.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Exotic and far-reaching . . . a corker of a read, just the way Indiana Jones would tell it." -- The Wall Street
Journal

"Zombis do come back from the dead, and Wade Davis knows how." -- Washington Post Book World

"An account solving one of the most puzzling biological mysteries of all time." -- Omni

About the Author
Wade Davis received his doctorate in ethnobotany from Harvard University and is an Explorer-in-Residence
at the National Geographic Society. He is the author of many books, including The Serpent and the Rainbow
and One River. He lives in British Columbia, Canada.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ryan Mendoza:

Here thing why this kind of The Serpent and the Rainbow are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of
all studying a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy as food or
not. The Serpent and the Rainbow giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with The Serpent and the Rainbow. It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
The Serpent and the Rainbow in e-book can be your choice.

Crystal Scott:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Serpent and the Rainbow as the
daily resource information.

Chung England:

The book untitled The Serpent and the Rainbow contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains



the woman idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry,
you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new
period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or
program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Irving Tarkington:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
your account is The Serpent and the Rainbow this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of
this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use
to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes this book. That's
why this book suitable all of you.
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