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“There’'sno fool like an old fool,” the saying goes. What is it about wisdom that
setsit apart from mere intelligence? What is that elusive difference between a
simple grasp of the facts and profound understanding? Wisdom has fascinated
the human race for thousands of years; philosophers are notorious for being in
love with it, and for centuries writers have tried to capture its essence in proverbs
and fables. In this book, Trevor Curnow provides an accessible introduction to
wisdom and the many ways we have thought about and tried to achieve it
throughout history.

Drawing on examples from a diversity of eras and places—from ancient Egypt to
medieval Europe to modern Africa—Curnow explores the ways we have sought
to overcome the problems posed by our existence, such as love and death, with a
steadfast wisdom. He shows how many cultures have attributed wisdom to deities
such as Apollo, Odin, and Sarasvati, and how, especially, we have placed it
within the vehicle of the proverb, which has safeguarded its lessons throughout
time and across cultures.

Including a collection of one hundred sayings that offer arich record of

wisdom’ s reification, this history gives new insight into what wisdom actually is
and where we might find it.
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“There sno fool like an old fool,” the saying goes. What is it about wisdom that setsit apart from mere
intelligence? What is that elusive difference between a simple grasp of the facts and profound
understanding? Wisdom has fascinated the human race for thousands of years; philosophers are notorious for
being in love with it, and for centuries writers have tried to capture its essence in proverbs and fables. In this
book, Trevor Curnow provides an accessible introduction to wisdom and the many ways we have thought
about and tried to achieve it throughout history.

Drawing on examples from a diversity of eras and places—from ancient Egypt to medieval Europe to
modern Africa—Curnow explores the ways we have sought to overcome the problems posed by our
existence, such as love and death, with a steadfast wisdom. He shows how many cultures have attributed
wisdom to deities such as Apollo, Odin, and Sarasvati, and how, especialy, we have placed it within the
vehicle of the proverb, which has safeguarded its lessons throughout time and across cultures.

Including a collection of one hundred sayings that offer arich record of wisdom'’s reification, this history
gives new insight into what wisdom actually is and where we might find it.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Trevor Curnow is professor of philosophy at the University of Cumbria, UK. Heis the author of Oracles of
the Ancient, Ancient Philosophy and Everyday Life, and Wisdom in the Ancient World.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mary Oropeza:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also turn into alife style. Thisreading
routine give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind
of reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense
happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Wisdom: A History iskind
of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Jennifer Frederick:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Wisdom: A History your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect
that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in aguide
then become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The Wisdom: A
History giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details
for your better lifein thisera. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern thisis your body and mind is
going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Earl Martinez;

Wisdom: A History can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving hisher effort to set
every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Wisdom: A History but doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among
it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucia considering.

Jennifer Stephens:

Isit you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or



just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Wisdom: A History can be the reply,
oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are thus out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this
fresh erais common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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