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It's Girl Interrupted meets Miranda July—with atouch of Joan Didion—in this
captivating collection of original essays revolving around a young American
girl'scoming of age in Paris. As an adolescent in aforeign country, Stephanie
LaCava found an unconventional way to deal with her social awkwardness and
feelings of uncertainty about the future by taking solace from the strange and
beautiful objects she came acrossin her daily life. Filled with beautiful
illustrations and providing a retrospective of nineties fashion and culture, An
Extraordinary Theory of Objects: A Memoir of an Outsider in Parisis sureto be
acollector'sitem for Francophiles or anyone who has ever found security in the
strangest of places.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

Displaced as a young teen to Parisfor her father’s job, LaCava collected peculiar objects for therapeutic
comfort from the unhappiness she found there. If you take her at her word, her curious little book is based on
her strangeness and odd habits, and she is exorcising any remaining demons by creating a written record of
that difficult time. Interrupting the narrative—and her interruptions sometimes run half a page in length, with
her clear intention to do so made obvious—are researched footnotes for the favorite precious objects that the
author has encountered, outlining their history and lore: a kaleidoscope, a glass eyeball, a mushroom picked
during alate-night walk. LaCava' s descriptions are well matched by Matthew Nelson’s delicate line
drawings. In the end, what cleverly fills the honeycomb of LaCava s own story—one that feels more specia
than upsetting for its strangeness—is a compassionate, evocative biography of seemingly aberrant things and
acollection of historical anecdotes that most readers would never otherwise learn, let alone find gathered all
together in one small (but not diminishing), deliberate, and careful book. --Annie Bostrom

Review

“This captivating, wonderfully strange little book islike no other I've ever read. Stephanie LaCava has
created something original and true, at once emotionally resonant and intellectually challenging. A sheer
delight.” (Dani Shapiro, author of Devotion and Sow Motion)

“What cleverly fills the honeycomb of LaCava s own story is a compassionate, evocative biography of
seemingly aberrant things and a collection of historical anecdotes that most readers would never otherwise
learn, let alone find gathered all together in one small (but not diminishing), deliberate, and careful book.”
(Booklist)

“A series of wistfully illustrated essays. . . . A strange and lovely journey.” (Flavorwire)

“Its brilliance liesin the depth in plumbs. . . . Stephanie LaCava, along with the lovely illustrations
throughout the book, shows usjust how extraordinary these odd things are.” (Matchbook Magazine)

“Truly alovely book in every sense.” (Minnesota Public Radio's "The Daily Circuit Blog")

“With help from Matthew Nelson's elegant drawings, the worldly LaCava impresses by unearthing hidden
treasures from a painful youth.” (Interview Magazine)

From the Back Cover

A haunting and moving collection of original narratives that reveals an expatriate's coming-of-age in Paris
and the magic she findsin ordinary objects

An awkward, curious girl growing up in aforeign country, Stephanie LaCava finds solace and security in
strange yet beautiful objects.

When her father's mysterious job transports her and her family to the quaint Parisian suburb of Le Vésinet,
everything changes for the young American. Stephanie sets out to explore her new surroundings and to make
friends at her unconventional international school, but her curiosity soon gives way to feelings of anxiety and
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a deep depression.

In her darkest moments, Stephanie learns to filter the world through her peculiar lens, discovering the
uncommon, uncelebrated beauty in what she finds. Encouraged by her father through trips to museums and
scavenger hunts at antique shows, she traces an interconnected web of narratives of long-ago outsiders, and
of objects historical and natural, that ultimately help her survive.

A series of illustrated essays that unfolds in cinematic fashion, An Extraordinary Theory of Objects offers a
universal lesson—to harness the power of creativity to cope with loneliness, sadness, and disappointment to
find wonder in the uncertainty of the future.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Linda M usselwhite:

Baook isto be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book An Extraordinary Theory of Objects: A Memoir of an
Ouitsider in Paris had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The guide An Extraordinary Theory of Objects: A Memoir of an
Ouitsider in Parisis not only giving you considerably more new information but also being your friend when
you experience bored. Y ou can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship using the book An Extraordinary Theory of Objects: A Memoir of an Outsider in Paris. You
never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Larry Jones:

This An Extraordinary Theory of Objects: A Memoir of an Outsider in Paris book isjust not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read alot of information you
will get. This particular An Extraordinary Theory of Objects: A Memoir of an Outsider in Paris without we
understand teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
An Extraordinary Theory of Objects: A Memoir of an Outsider in Paris can bring if you are and not make
your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
telephone. This An Extraordinary Theory of Objects: A Memoir of an Outsider in Paris having very good
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Chad Davis:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This An Extraordinary Theory of Objects: A Memoir of an Outsider in Paris book
is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer regarding An Extraordinary Theory of Objects: A Memoir of an Outsider in Paris content conveys
the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material



but it just different asit. So, do you still thinking An Extraordinary Theory of Objects: A Memoir of an
Outsider in Parisis not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Tania Hansen:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and An Extraordinary Theory of Objects: A
Memoir of an Outsider in Paris or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how
the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes An Extraordinary Theory of Objects: A Memoir of an Outsider in Paris
to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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