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The acclaimed New York Times bestselling and National Book Award—winning
author of Brown Girl Dreaming delivers her first adult novel in twenty years.

Running into a long-ago friend sets memory from the 1970s in motion for
August, transporting her to a time and a place where friendship was
everything—until it wasn’t. For August and her girls, sharing confidences as they
ambled through neighborhood streets, Brooklyn was a place where they believed
that they were beautiful, talented, brilliant—a part of a future that belonged to
them.

But beneath the hopeful veneer, there was another Brooklyn, a dangerous place
where grown men reached for innocent girls in dark hallways, where ghosts
haunted the night, where mothers disappeared. A world where madness was just
a sunset away and fathers found hope in religion.

Like Louise Meriwether’s Daddy Was a Number Runner and Dorothy Allison’s
Bastard Out of Carolina, Jacqueline Woodson’s Another Brooklyn
heartbreakingly illuminates the formative time when childhood gives way to
adulthood—the promise and peril of growing up—and exquisitely renders a
powerful, indelible, and fleeting friendship that united four young lives.
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The acclaimed New York Times bestselling and National Book Award—winning author of Brown Girl
Dreaming delivers her first adult novel in twenty years.

Running into a long-ago friend sets memory from the 1970s in motion for August, transporting her to a time
and a place where friendship was everything—until it wasn’t. For August and her girls, sharing confidences
as they ambled through neighborhood streets, Brooklyn was a place where they believed that they were
beautiful, talented, brilliant—a part of a future that belonged to them.

But beneath the hopeful veneer, there was another Brooklyn, a dangerous place where grown men reached
for innocent girls in dark hallways, where ghosts haunted the night, where mothers disappeared. A world
where madness was just a sunset away and fathers found hope in religion.

Like Louise Meriwether’s Daddy Was a Number Runner and Dorothy Allison’s Bastard Out of Carolina,
Jacqueline Woodson’s Another Brooklyn heartbreakingly illuminates the formative time when childhood
gives way to adulthood—the promise and peril of growing up—and exquisitely renders a powerful, indelible,
and fleeting friendship that united four young lives.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
An Amazon Best Book of August 2016: Another Brooklyn, Jacqueline Woodson’s first adult novel in
twenty years is nothing short of remarkable. Her protagonist, August, is one of four girls coming of age in
1970s Brooklyn who become “always and all ways” friends until one by one their lives take different turns.
Woodson is able to convey so much with so little—her words and sentences are beautifully crafted to fill you
with emotion and understanding in a single line that feels effortless and light. The girls’ lives move to the
beat of disco rhythms, the chant of Double Dutch, and later the pleas of their boyfriends to do just this one
thing…Their neighborhood is both lifeline and trap, as so many places are, and it’s hard to say for sure why
some break the tether and others become what they once scorned. Another Brooklyn is a breathtaking
account of growing up female and black in a time of conflicting pressures and crushing assumptions, and in
doing so creating a lifetime of memories. --Seira Wilson, The Amazon Book Review

From School Library Journal
Woodson brings us August, a first-person narrator akin to her own remembered self in her verse memoir for
young people, Brown Girl Dreaming. In this novel, though, rather than focusing on how childhood foments a
writer's impulse, the author operates dual lenses in relating another brown girl's experiences of becoming a
woman in 1970s Brooklyn. August's voice shifts easily from a wide-angled adult perspective, as she returns
to Brooklyn after 20 years for her father's funeral, into a telephoto clarity as she recalls her first sight of a
magically joyful trio of neighborhood girls from the window of the third-floor apartment her father forbade
her to leave after the family moved there from their rural Tennessee home. The adult August's fierce
remembrance makes poignant the isolation and novelty of a city life she must enter motherless, so desperate
to be the fourth fast friend, to make a perfect quartet of the three who dazzle and need her. The solemn
refrains in this poeticized prose sound like the changing colors and cadences of the borough: her family's
imperfect conversion to Islam, including August's work to resolve her denial of her mother's loss with a
hijab-clad therapist; and the alluring yet dangerous navigation of the waters of girlhood toward the depths of
sexual maturity. Teens of the searching sort, particularly those who have read the author's works for younger
readers, may find this offering evocative of what school reunions can reveal: the talented may fly too high in
fame, the privileged may not always embrace their advantage, and some raise themselves up and out while
others are lost to obscurity. In the character of August, Woodson brings tidbits of research on the funeral
practices of world cultures to bear on this keen examination of her Brooklyn in its many incarnations.
VERDICT Something to savor for the nearly grown who have acquired a taste for the complex and
bittersweet flavor of memory.—Suzanne Gordon, Lanier High School, Gwinnett County, GA

Review
“Woodson’s unsparing story of a girl becoming a woman recalls some of the genre’s all-time greats: A Tree
Grows in Brooklyn, The Bluest Eye and especially, with its darkly poetic language, The House on Mango
Street.” (Sarah Begley, Time)

“An engrossing novel about friendship, race, the magic of place and the relentlessness of change.” (People
Magazine)

“Woodson manages to remember what cannot be documented, to suggest what cannot be said. Another
Brooklyn is another name for poetry.” (Washington Post)

“Woodson does for young black girls what short story master Alice Munroe does for poor rural ones: She



imbues their everyday lives with significance.” (Elle)

“In Jacqueline Woodson’s soaring choral poem of a novel…four young friends…navigate the perils of
adolescence, mean streets, and haunted memory in 1970s Brooklyn, all while dreaming of escape.” (Vanity
Fair)

“Another Brooklyn joins the tradition of studying female friendships and the families we create when our
own isn’t enough, like that of Toni Morrison’s Sula, Tayari Jones’ Silver Sparrow and Zami: A New Spelling
of My Name by Audre Lorde. Woodson uses her expertise at portraying the lives of children to explore the
power of memory, death and friendship. (Los Angeles Times Book Review)

“…it is the personal encounters that form the gorgeous center of this intense, moving novel...Structured as
short vignettes, each reading more like prose poetry than traditional narrative, the novel unfolds as memory
does, in burning flashes, thick with detail...” (New York Times Book Review)

“With Another Brooklyn, Jacqueline Woodson has delivered a love letter to loss, girlhood, and home. It is a
lyrical, haunting exploration of family, memory, and other ties that bind us to one another and the world.”
(Boston Globe)

“Woodson writes lyrically about what it means to be a girl in America, and what it means to be black in
America. Each sentence is taut with potential energy, but the story never bursts into tragic flames; it stays
strong and subtle throughout.” (Huffington Post)

“Gorgeously written and moving, Another Brooklyn is an examination of the complexities of youth and
adolescence, loss, friendship, family, race, and religion.” (Jarry Lee, Buzzfeed)

“[E]ntwined coming-of-age narratives-lost mothers, wounded war vets, nodding junkies, menacing
streetscapes-are starkly realistic, yet brim with moments of pure poetry.” (Elle Books Feature)

“The novel’s richness defies its slim page count. In her poet’s prose, Woodson not only shows us backward-
glancing August attempting to stave off growing up and the pains that betray youth, she also wonders how
we dream of a life parallel to the one we’re living.” (Booklist (Starred Review))

“Another Brooklyn reads like a love song to girlhood…” (Bustle)

“emotionally resonant work” (Seattle Times)

“Jacqueline Woodson’s Another Brooklyn is a gauzy, lyrical fever dream of a book.” (Vox Magazine)

“There are nothrowaway sentences in Another Brooklyn — each short, poetic line feels carefully loved and
polished. The first half of this novel asks urgent questions; the second delivers uneasy, heartbreaking
answers. At its core, this book is about fragility, how light shines in the broken places.” (Anisfield-Wolf
Book Awards)

“Jacqueline Woodson is a gorgeous writer…lyrical prose, really, really beautiful.” (Emma Straub, New York
Times Bestselling author of Modern Lovers and The Vacationers)

‘’…And Sister Jacqueline Woodson comes singing memory. Her words like summer lightning get caught in
my throat and I draw her up from southern roots to a Brooklyn of a thousand names, where she and her three



‘sisters’ learn to navigate a new season. A new herstory. Everywhere I turn, my dear Sister Jacqueline, I hear
your words, a wild sea pausing in the wind. And I sing…” (Sister Sonia Sanchez)

‘’…And Sister Jacqueline Woodson comes singing memory. Her words like summer lightning get caught in
my throat and I draw her up from southern roots to a Brooklyn of a thousand names, where she and her three
‘sisters’ learn to navigate a new season. A new herstory. Everywhere I turn, my dear Sister Jacqueline, I hear
your words, a wild sea pausing in the wind. And I sing…” (Edwidge Danticat, author of Claire of the Sea
Light)

“In this elegant and moving novel, Jacqueline Woodson explores the beauty and burden of growing up girl in
1970’s Brooklyn through the lens of one unforgettable narrator. The guarded hopes and whispered fears that
August and her girlfriends share left me thinking about the limits and rewards of friendship well after the
novel’s end. Full of moments of grief, grace, and wonder, Another Brooklyn proves that Jacqueline Woodson
is a master storyteller.” (Angela Flournoy, author of The Turner House, a finalist for the National Book
Award)

“Jacqueline Woodson’s Another Brooklyn is a wonder. With a poet’s soul and a poet’s eye for image and ear
for lyrical language, Woodson delivers a moving meditation on girlhood, love, loss, hurt, friendship, family,
faith, longing, and desire. This novel is a love letter to a place, an era, and a group of young women that
we’ve never seen depicted quite this way or this tenderly. Woodson has created an unforgettable, entrancing
narrator in August. I’ll go anywhere she leads me.” (Naomi Jackson, author of The Star Side of Bird Hill)

“Jacqueline Woodson’s spare, emphatic novel about young women growing up in 1970s Bushwick brings
some of our deepest silences-about danger, loss, and black girls’ coming of age-into powerful lyric speech.
Another Brooklyn is heartbreaking and restorative, a gorgeous and generous paean to all we must leave
behind on the path to becoming ourselves.” (Tracy K. Smith, Pulitzer Prize-Winning author of Life on Mars
and Ordinary Light)

“A stunning achievement from one of the quietly great masters of our time.” (Kirkus Reviews, Starred
Review)

“Another Brooklyn is a sort of fever dream, containing both the hard truths of life and the gentle beauty of
memory. The story of a young girl trying to find herself in the midst of so many conflicting influences and
desires swallowed me whole. Jacqueline Woodson has such an original vision, such a singular voice. I loved
this book.” (Ann Patchett, New York Times Bestselling Author)

“Woodson…combines grit and beauty in a series of stunning vignettes, painting a vivid mural of what it was
like to grow up African-American in Brooklyn during the 1970s…Woodson draws on all the senses to trace
the milestones in a woman’s life and how her early experiences shaped her identity.” (Publishers Weekly,
(Boxed and Starred Review))

“With spare yet poetic writing, this long-awaited adult novel by National Book Award winner Woodson
(Brown Girl Dreaming) is a series of vignettes narrated by August, shortly after her dad’s funeral and a
chance encounter with an old friend.” (Library Journal (starred review))

“Perhaps unsurprisingly, given Woodson’s background not only as a novelist but also as a poet, Another
Brooklyn is told in spare, lyrical prose, with a surface simplicity that belies its underlying narrative strength
and emotional heft. Often, in Woodson’s novel, what isn’t said is as essential as what is, and readers come
away feeling as if they, in the process of reading the novel, are somehow partners in Woodson’s project of



telling her poignant and devastating story about dreams deferred, destroyed, and—in rare cases—realized.”
(BookBrowser Review)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Whitney Mallard:

The book Another Brooklyn: A Novel can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book Another Brooklyn: A
Novel? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many facts for
us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take
for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Another Brooklyn: A Novel
has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

James Smith:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Another Brooklyn: A Novel
book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Kim Deyoung:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Another Brooklyn: A Novel that
give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be
said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of
you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good
habit, it is possible to pick Another Brooklyn: A Novel become your personal starter.

Jerry Lyon:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just searching for the Another Brooklyn: A Novel when you desired it?
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