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What is courage? Certainly it takes courage for a firefighter to rescue someone
trapped in a burning building, but there are many other kinds of courage too.
Everyday kinds that normal, ordinary people exhibit all the time, like “being the
first to make up after an argument,” or “going to bed without a nightlight.”
Bernard Waber explores the many varied kinds of courage and celebrates the
moments, big and small, that bring out the hero in each of us.
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What is courage? Certainly it takes courage for a firefighter to rescue someone trapped in a burning building,
but there are many other kinds of courage too. Everyday kinds that normal, ordinary people exhibit all the
time, like “being the first to make up after an argument,” or “going to bed without a nightlight.” Bernard
Waber explores the many varied kinds of courage and celebrates the moments, big and small, that bring out
the hero in each of us.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In this poignant yet entertaining volume, versatile author and artist Waber (The Mouse That Snored) takes a
look at the various ways in which kids, the occasional grown-up and one endearing canine display bravery.
"There are many kinds of courage," the narrative begins. "Awesome kinds" appears on a spread of trapeze
artists; "everyday kinds" depicts a boy who summons the confidence to jump off a high dive. Minimal yet
artfully crafted text and sprightly art reveal some gutsy acts that all youngsters will identify with: taking that
first bike ride without training wheels, explaining the rip in a brand-new pair of pants. The author's
observations range from lighthearted ("Courage is deliberately stepping on sidewalk cracks") to those worthy
of reflection ("Courage is being the first to make up after an argument"). Waber's wit infuses many of the
pages, including one from a dog's viewpoint: a "Beware of Dog" sign adorns the front lawn of a house while,
inside, a pooch quakes listening to eerie sounds "Courage is it's your job to check out the night noises in the
house." On the affecting, timely penultimate spread, scenes of firefighters and a police officer on the job
("Courage is being a firefighter, or a police officer") appear opposite the image of a mother and two children
watching a plane take off ("Courage is sometimes having to say goodbye"). Uncovering an array of triumphs
and fears, this is a natural read-aloud likely to spark valuable adult-child dialogue and to help youngsters
conquer their own fears. Ages 4-8.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
PreSchool-Grade 3-Focusing on a variety of scenarios, from the serious ("Courage is being the first to make
up after an argument") to the more lighthearted ("Courage is tasting the vegetable before making a face"),
Waber introduces children to the many ways to define this character trait. One or two statements appear on
each page, accompanied by a whimsical pen-and-ink and watercolor illustration that offers an amusing
interpretation of the captionlike text. Some examples seem to fit attributes other than courage more precisely
("Courage is two candy bars and saving one for tomorrow"), but children will certainly relate to most of
them. A good read-aloud to spark conversation about what courage is and isn't, and the many forms it takes.
Jessica Snow, Boston Public Library
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
K-Gr. 3. Veteran author-illustrator Waber offers a simple book with a complex message, illustrated with his
familiar combination of crayon-colored sweetness and agitated line. The statement, "There are many kinds of
courage," begins the book; the illustration shows a skater in full extension in the air, her head and arms held
high. "Everyday kinds" of courage are illustrated by a small boy hesitating and then diving off the board into
a pool, and courage is also "nobody better pick on your little brother." Boys and girls and even dogs in this
book practice the virtue: "Courage is breaking bad habits" shows a dog trying to refrain from attacking a very
agitated cat. Some of the displays of courage stretch the concept--saving a candy bar for the morrow or not
peeking to see whodunit at the end of a mystery--but mostly Waber succeeds in illustrating an abstraction in
concrete ways that will resonate with children. Firefighters and police officers and the courage to say good-
bye end the book: "Courage is what we give to each other." GraceAnne DeCandido
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Linda Mays:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Courage?
Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's
book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Christine Smith:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Courage is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Lillian Kea:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read some sort
of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day
long to reading a publication. The book Courage it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of
your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

John Razo:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Courage why because the fantastic cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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