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Over the course of a distinguished career, critic Leo Bersani has tackled a range
of issues in his writing, and this collection gathers together some of his finest
work. Beginning with one of the foundations of queer theory—his famous
meditation on how sex leads to a shattering of the self, “Is the Rectum a
Grave?”—this volume charts the inspired connections Bersani has made between
sexuality, psychoanalysis, and aesthetics.

Over the course of these essays, Bersani grapples with thinkers ranging from
Plato to Descartes to Georg Simmel. Foucault and Freud recur as key figures, and
although Foucault rejected psychoanalysis, Bersani contends that by considering
his ideas alongside Freud’s, one gains a clearer understanding of human identity
and how we relate to one another. For Bersani, art represents a crucial guide for
conceiving new ways of connecting to the world, and so, in many of these essays,
he stresses the importance of aesthetics, analyzing works by Genet, Caravaggio,
Proust, Almodóvar, and Godard.

Documenting over two decades in the life of one of the best minds working in the
humanities today, Is the Rectum a Grave? and Other Essays is a unique
opportunity to explore the fruitful career of a formidable intellect.
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Editorial Review

Review
"In this fascinating and disturbing book, two writers with prose styles and intellectual styles that are at once
famously identifiable and intimately personal celebrate the possibility of relationships that defy identity and
undo personality." - Stephen Greenblatt "This is a beautifully crafted book, one that underscores how the
social life of the psyche is a matter of risk, wager, suspense, excitation, bodies, talk, and all manner of things
both dangerous and sustaining." - Judith Butler"

About the Author

Leo Bersani is professor emeritus of French at the University of California, Berkeley. He is the author of
Homos and coauthor, with Adam Phillips, of Intimacies, also published by the University of Chicago Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Donofrio:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yep,
by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Is the Rectum a Grave?: and Other Essays
book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

George Eichner:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Is the
Rectum a Grave?: and Other Essays, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Sherry Clark:

The reserve untitled Is the Rectum a Grave?: and Other Essays is the e-book that recommended to you to
learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that article author
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write



the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book
of Is the Rectum a Grave?: and Other Essays from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Houston Estes:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real
their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Is the Rectum a Grave?: and Other Essays can make you feel more
interested to read.
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