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The extraordinary memoir of a peasant boy raised in rural Maoist China
who was plucked from hisvillageto study ballet and went on to become one
of the greatest dancers of his generation.

From a desperately poor village in northeast China, at age eleven, Li Cunxin was
chosen by Madame Mao's cultural delegates to be taken from his rural home and
brought to Beijing, where he would study ballet. In 1979, the young dancer
arrived in Texas as part of acultural exchange, only to fal in love with America-
and with an American woman. Two years later, through a series of events worthy
of the most exciting cloak-and-dagger fiction, he defected to the United States,
where he quickly became known as one of the greatest ballet dancersin the
world. Thisishis story, told in his own inimitable voice.
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THE INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER

The extraordinary memoir of a peasant boy raised in rural Maoist China who was plucked from his
villageto study ballet and went on to become one of the greatest dancer s of his generation.

From a desperately poor village in northeast China, at age eleven, Li Cunxin was chosen by Madame Mao's
cultural delegates to be taken from hisrural home and brought to Beijing, where he would study ballet. In
1979, the young dancer arrived in Texas as part of a cultural exchange, only to fall in love with America-and
with an American woman. Two years later, through a series of events worthy of the most exciting cloak-and-
dagger fiction, he defected to the United States, where he quickly became known as one of the greatest ballet
dancersin theworld. Thisis his story, told in his own inimitable voice.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Thisisthe heartening rags-to-riches story of Li, who achieved prominence on the international ballet stage.
Bornin 1961, just before the Cultural Revolution, Li was raised in extreme rural poverty and witnessed
Communist brutality, yet he imbibed a reverence for Mao and his programs. In atwist of fate worthy of a
fairy tale (or aballet), Li, at age 11, was selected by delegates from Madame Mao's arts programsto join the
Beijing Dance Academy. In 1979, through the largesse of choreographer and artistic director Ben Stevenson,
he was selected to spend a summer with the Houston Ballet—the first official exchange of artists between
Chinaand America since 1949. Li'svisit, with its taste of freedom, made an enormous impression on his
perceptions of both ballet and of politics, and once back in China, Li lobbied persistently and shrewdly to be
allowed to return to America. Miraculously, he prevailed in getting permission for a one-year return. In an
April 1981 spectacle that received national media attention, Li defected in a showdown at the Chinese
consulate in Houston. He married fellow dancer Mary McKendry and gained international renown as a
principal dancer with the Houston Ballet and later with the Australian Ballet; eventually, he retired from
dance to work in finance. Despite Li's tendency toward the cloying and sentimental, his story will appeal to
an audience beyond Sinophiles and ballet aficionados—it provides a fascinating glimpse of the history of
Chinese-U.S. relations and the dissolution of the Communist ideal in the life of one fortunate individual. 8
pages of b&w photos not seen by PW.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From School Library Journal

Grade 6-9—In 1961, just three years after Mao's disastrous Great Leap Forward, Li Cunxin was born, the
sixth son in afamily of Chinese peasants who eked out a meager existence on arural commune. During his
childhood he endured unimaginable poverty and hardships and witnessed the shooting of 15 "counter-
revolutionaries' by Mao's Red Guards. When chosen to audition for Madame Mao's Beijing Ballet Academy
at age 11, ballet became his chance for a good job and enough food for life. Many years of training, two U.S.
trips, one premature marriage, and a defection later, Li joined the Houston Ballet as a principal dancer,
paving his way to international fame. Although told in arather bland style—mostly in basic declarative
sentences—the information about the country at this time and the danger and angst that accompanied the
dancer's decision to defect will be of interest to teens. This Y oung Reader's Edition of the adult book
(Putnam, 2004) gives a much fuller portrait than the author's picture-book version, Dancing to Freedom
(Walker, 2008). The black-and-white photos, the abbreviated history, and time line will help students place
Li'slife story into historical context. With the current interest in all things Chinese, and with the immigration
debate in full swing, thisisagood choice, both to promote an understanding of Chinese culture and to
provoke a discussion about the issues facing today's immigrants.—Nancy Menaldi-Scanlan, LaSalle
Academy, Providence, RI

Copyright © Reed Business Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

“[A] fascinating memoir...told ssimply but passionately, with subtle humor and unguarded emotion.”—The
Houston Chronicle

“Mix Billy Elliot with Torn Curtain and you'll have some of the tale in very broad outline...well-paced...full
of adventures.”—Kirkus Reviews

“Fascinating reading...unfolds with honesty, humor, and a quiet dignity. This book has wide appeal, for it



concerns not only adancer’s coming of age in aturbulent time but also individual strength, self-discovery,
and the triumph of the human spirit.”—Library Journal

“The facts of hislife are astonishing on their own, but what makes Li Cunxin’s engrossing autobiography so
captivating is his enthusiastic retelling of every twist and turn.”—Vogue (Australia)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Vicky Bowman:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't need
do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book Mao's Last Dancer. All type of book isit
possible to see on many options. Y ou can look for the internet options or other social media

Katherine Clark:

This Mao's Last Dancer book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The
benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will
get facts which is getting deeper anyone read alot of information you will get. That Mao's Last Dancer
without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't
aways be worry Mao's Last Dancer can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Mao's Last
Dancer having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Richard Mendoza:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get alife style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience happy read one
along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Mao's Last Dancer is kind of
publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Elizabeth Roger s

Reading areserve can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a publication will give you alot of
new facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you

imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you



read this Mao's Last Dancer, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book.
Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.
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