
Permission Granted--Take the Bible into Your
Own Hands

By Jennifer Bird

Permission Granted--Take the Bible into Your Own Hands By Jennifer Bird

Millions of people around the world look to the Bible as a source of
encouragement and faith formation, a reminder that God is love and is in control,
and a guide to living one’s life the way God desires. But this treasured book has
also been misused and manipulated by many, placed on a pedestal of
untouchability, and protected from questioning and honest engagement. In
Permission Granted, Jennifer Grace Bird encourages people of faith to explore
the texts on their own, freed from long-held myths and misconceptions;
experience the Bible anew; and appreciate this holy book for what it is?not what
we think it should be.

With the sensitivity of one who has discovered this freedom herself, Bird invites
readers to engage what the Bible really says about twelve key issues, including
sin, sex, and the role of women.
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Millions of people around the world look to the Bible as a source of encouragement and faith formation, a
reminder that God is love and is in control, and a guide to living one’s life the way God desires. But this
treasured book has also been misused and manipulated by many, placed on a pedestal of untouchability, and
protected from questioning and honest engagement. In Permission Granted, Jennifer Grace Bird encourages
people of faith to explore the texts on their own, freed from long-held myths and misconceptions; experience
the Bible anew; and appreciate this holy book for what it is?not what we think it should be.

With the sensitivity of one who has discovered this freedom herself, Bird invites readers to engage what the
Bible really says about twelve key issues, including sin, sex, and the role of women.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Permission Granted is an excellent reentry point for honest, adult engagement
with the Bible, whether you have been touched by it or burned by it (or both). This book is passionate
without sacrificing compassion,
academically informed but accessible. Jennifer Bird’s voice is a unique and important one: warm and witty,
sage and occasionally snarky, but ultimately deeply reflective and profoundly serious about the troubles
many people have with the Bible and how it is used by people today.”

?Joseph A. Marchal, Associate Professor of Religious Studies, Ball State University

"Jennifer Bird has written an accessible, encouraging, and enlightening guide to understanding the Bible
better. For those who love the Bible but have serious questions about it, Permission Grantedoffers
information, fellowship, and ultimately the freedom learn and explore without fear. This is a winsome yet
challenging read that made me love the Bible all the more."

?Rachel Held Evans, author of A Year of Biblical Womanhood and Searching for Sunday

“Jennifer G. Bird is one of those professional readers of the Bible, and they are few and far between, who
can both approach the texts as a sophisticated academic critic and translate such research and reading for
everyday readers in lucid and effective fashion. Her goal throughout Permission Granted?Take the Bible into
Your Own Hands is to get readers to read and to think on their own, drawing on their lives and experiences,
as they go through difficult themes and texts. This she does with wisdom and power, with respect and
kindness. I recommend the volume most heartily.” ?Fernando F. Segovia, Oberlin Graduate Professor of
New Testament and Early Christianity, Vanderbilt University

"Jennifer's style is lively. She combines a "how to" approach with significant substance...from the experience
of growing up with a more 'conservative' understanding of the Bible."?Marcus Borg, bestselling author of
Reading the Bible Again for the First Time and The Heart of Christianity

“Jennifer Bird is a God-wrestler who is willing to talk back to the Bible when it doesn’t make sense. Though
some might be offended by her claims, I consider Bird’s book to be an excellent model for authentic
discipleship and adult faith, written in very accessible, easy-flowing language.” ?Morgan Guyton, Director,



NOLA Wesley Campus Ministry and Blogger at Patheos.com

“In a distinctly personal style, Jennifer Bird invites us to honor our own questions about the Bible. Rather
than submit to scripture because ‘we’re supposed to’ or rejecting the Bible as irrelevant, Bird supplies
readers with fresh information and new perspectives for making their own judgments on issues ranging from
biblical sexualities and violence to what it means to believe in Jesus.”

?Greg Carey, Professor of New Testament, Lancaster Theological Seminary

“Curious about the Bible? Jennifer Bird’s Permission Granted?Take the Bible into Your Own Hands gives
you the tools to explore the Bible on your own. It provides clear questions and specific examples to help you
reach your own conclusions about what the Bible means for you.” ?Nyasha Junior, Assistant Professor of
Hebrew Bible/Old Testament, Howard University School of Divinity

About the Author

Jennifer Grace Bird is a teacher, writer, and speaker based in Portland, Oregon. In classrooms and churches
from the Deep South to the Pacific Northwest, she challenges people of faith to engage the Bible without
fear.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Serina Horne:

This Permission Granted--Take the Bible into Your Own Hands book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. That Permission Granted--Take the Bible into Your Own Hands without we
understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become
worry Permission Granted--Take the Bible into Your Own Hands can bring when you are and not make your
tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Permission Granted--Take the Bible into Your Own Hands having good arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Sheila Carter:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Permission



Granted--Take the Bible into Your Own Hands is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Flora Godfrey:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Permission Granted--Take the Bible into Your Own Hands, you can tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Ruth Vazquez:

You may get this Permission Granted--Take the Bible into Your Own Hands by go to the bookstore or Mall.
Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds
of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for
you.
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