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Raymond Carver?s spare dramas of loneliness, despair, and troubled
relationships breathed new life into the American short story of the 1970s and
?280s. In collections such as Will You Please Be Quiet, Please? and What We Talk
About When We Talk About Love, Carver wrote with unflinching exactness about
men and women enduring lives on the knife-edge of poverty and other
deprivations. Beneath his pared-down surfaces run disturbing, violent
undercurrents. Suggestive rather than explicit, and seeming all the more powerful
for what isleft unsaid, Carver?s stories were held up as exemplars of a new
school in American fiction known as minimalism or 2dirty realism,? a movement
whose wide influence continues to this day. Carver?s stories were brilliant in
their detachment and use of the obligue, ambiguous gesture, yet there were signs
of adifferent sort of sensibility at work. In books such as Cathedral and the later
talesincluded in the collected stories volume Where I?m Calling From, Carver
revealed himself to be a more expansive writer than in the earlier published
books, displaying Chekhovian sympathies toward his characters and relying less
on elliptical effects.

In gathering al of Carver?s stories, including early sketches and posthumously
discovered works, The Library of America?s Collected Sories provides a
comprehensive overview of Carver?s career as we have come to know it: the
promise of Will You Please Be Quiet, Please? and the breakthrough of What We
Talk About, on through the departures taken in Cathedral and the pathos of the
late stories. But it also prompts a fresh consideration of Carver by presenting
Beginners, an edition of the manuscript of What We Talk About When We Talk
About Love that Carver submitted to Gordon Lish, his editor and a crucial
influence on his development. Lish?s editing was so extensive that at one point
Carver wrote him an anguished letter asking him not to publish the book; now,
for thefirst time, readers can read both the manuscript and published versions of
the collection that established Carver as a major American writer. Offering a
fascinating window into the complex, fraught relation between writer and editor,
Beginners expands our sense of Carver and is essential reading for anyone who
cares about his achievement.
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Raymond Carver?s spare dramas of loneliness, despair, and troubled rel ationships breathed new life into the
American short story of the 1970s and ?80s. In collections such as Will You Please Be Quiet, Please? and
What We Talk About When We Talk About Love, Carver wrote with unflinching exactness about men and
women enduring lives on the knife-edge of poverty and other deprivations. Beneath his pared-down surfaces
run disturbing, violent undercurrents. Suggestive rather than explicit, and seeming all the more powerful for
what is left unsaid, Carver?s stories were held up as exemplars of a new school in American fiction known as
minimalism or ?dirty realism,? a movement whose wide influence continues to this day. Carver?s stories
were brilliant in their detachment and use of the oblique, ambiguous gesture, yet there were signs of a
different sort of sensibility at work. In books such as Cathedral and the later talesincluded in the collected
stories volume Where 1?m Calling From, Carver revealed himself to be a more expansive writer than in the
earlier published books, displaying Chekhovian sympathies toward his characters and relying less on
dliptical effects.

In gathering all of Carver?s stories, including early sketches and posthumously discovered works, The
Library of America?s Collected Stories provides a comprehensive overview of Carver?s career aswe have
come to know it: the promise of Will You Please Be Quiet, Please? and the breakthrough of What We Talk
About, on through the departures taken in Cathedral and the pathos of the late stories. But it also prompts a
fresh consideration of Carver by presenting Beginners, an edition of the manuscript of What We Talk About
When We Talk About Love that Carver submitted to Gordon Lish, his editor and a crucia influence on his
development. Lish?s editing was so extensive that at one point Carver wrote him an anguished letter asking
him not to publish the book; now, for the first time, readers can read both the manuscript and published
versions of the collection that established Carver as amajor American writer. Offering a fascinating window
into the complex, fraught relation between writer and editor, Beginners expands our sense of Carver and is
essential reading for anyone who cares about his achievement.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Vincent Erickson:

Raymond Carver: Collected Stories (Library of America) can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
author giving hig/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Raymond Carver:
Collected Stories (Library of America) yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and
also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may
drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Eva Solares:

Y ou could spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Raymond Carver: Collected Stories
(Library of America) is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did
not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier
to read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.

K athleen Dominguez:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Raymond Carver: Collected Stories (Library of America)
was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Raymond Carver: Collected
Stories (Library of America) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore
, not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose
the best book for you and try to like reading that will.

Corey Mason:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could aso bring usto
around the world. By book Raymond Carver: Collected Stories (Library of America) we can consider more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Just
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book



Raymond Carver: Collected Stories (Library of America). Y ou can more desirable than now.
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