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The train was packed with men. Men lying as still asif they were already dead.
Men shaking with pain. One man raving, jabbering, yelling, in delirium.
Everywhere bandages . . . bandages . . . bandages . . . and blood.

Those words describe the moment when Private John Lewis Barkley first grasped
the grim reality of the war he had entered. The rest of Barkley's memoir, first
published in 1930 as No Hard Feelings and long out of print, provides avivid
ground-level look at World War | through the eyes of a soldier whose exploits
rivaled those of Sergeant Y ork.

A reconnaissance man and sniper, Barkley served in Company K of the 4th
Infantry Regiment, a unit that participated in almost every major American
battle. The Y ork-like episode that earned Barkley his Congressional Medal of
Honor occurred on October 7, 1918, when he climbed into an abandoned French
tank and singlehandedly held off an advancing German force, killing hundreds of
enemy soldiers. But Barkley's memoir abounds with other memorable moments
and vignettes, all in the words of a soldier who witnessed war's dangers and
degradations but was not at all fazed by them.

Unlike other writersidentified with the "Lost Generation," he relished combat
and made no apology for having dispatched scores of enemy soldiers; yet he was
as much an innocent abroad as a killing machine, as witnessed by second
thoughts over his sniper'srole, or by his determination to protect a youthful
German prisoner from American soldiers eager for retribution. This Missouri
backwoodsman and sharpshooter was a so a bit of a troublemaker who smuggled
liquor into camp, avoided promotions like the plague, and had a soft heart for
mademoiselles and frauleins aike.

In his valuable introduction to this stirring memoir, Steven Trout hel ps readers to
better grasp the historical context and significance of this singular hero'stale
from one of our most courageous doughboys. Both haunting and heartfelt,
inspiring and entertaining, Scarlet Fieldsis along overlooked gem that opens a
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new window on our nation's experience in World War | and brings back to lifea
bygone era.
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The train was packed with men. Men lying as still asif they were already dead. Men shaking with pain. One
man raving, jabbering, yelling, in delirium. Everywhere bandages . . . bandages . . . bandages . . . and blood.

Those words describe the moment when Private John Lewis Barkley first grasped the grim reality of the war
he had entered. Therest of Barkley's memoir, first published in 1930 as No Hard Feelings and long out of
print, provides avivid ground-level look at World War | through the eyes of a soldier whose exploits rivaled
those of Sergeant Y ork.

A reconnaissance man and sniper, Barkley served in Company K of the 4th Infantry Regiment, a unit that
participated in almost every major American battle. The Y ork-like episode that earned Barkley his
Congressional Medal of Honor occurred on October 7, 1918, when he climbed into an abandoned French
tank and singlehandedly held off an advancing German force, killing hundreds of enemy soldiers. But
Barkley's memoir abounds with other memorable moments and vignettes, all in the words of a soldier who
witnessed war's dangers and degradations but was not at all fazed by them.

Unlike other writers identified with the "Lost Generation," he relished combat and made no apology for
having dispatched scores of enemy soldiers; yet he was as much an innocent abroad as a killing machine, as
witnessed by second thoughts over his sniper's role, or by his determination to protect a youthful German
prisoner from American soldiers eager for retribution. This Missouri backwoodsman and sharpshooter was
also abit of atroublemaker who smuggled liguor into camp, avoided promotions like the plague, and had a
soft heart for mademoiselles and frauleins alike.

In hisvaluable introduction to this stirring memoir, Steven Trout hel ps readers to better grasp the historical
context and significance of this singular hero's tale from one of our most courageous doughboys. Both
haunting and heartfelt, inspiring and entertaining, Scarlet Fields is along overlooked gem that opens a new
window on our nation's experience in World War | and brings back to life abygone era.
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Editorial Review

Review

“An absorbing and exciting account of World War | combat and one of the most important American war
narratives . . . receives a superb new treatment in this edition, with an enlightening introduction and notes by
Steven Trout. . . . A must-read for anyone interested in soldiers’ experiences of warfare.”—Edward G.
Lengel, author of To Conquer Hell: The Meuse-Argonne, 1918 “Barkley was one of the war’s outstanding
heroes and his memoir is one of the most readable and detailed accounts of an American soldier’s
experiences to emerge from it.”—Edward M. Coffman, author of The War to End All Wars*“A laconic,
uncompromising combat memoir by a young Missourian who took quiet pridein his bruta skills.”—David
D. Lee, author of Sergeant York: An American Hero “A gripping combat narrative that portrays the war as
both horrific daughter and rite of passage.”—Jennifer D. K eene, author of World War |: The American
Soldier Experience

About the Author
Steven Trout chairs the English Department at the University of South Alabamain Mobile. His most recent
book is On the Battlefield of Memory: The First World War and American Remembrance, 1919-1941.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Erwin Fast:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Scarlet Fields: The
Combat Memoir of aWorld War | Medal of Honor Hero (Modern War Studies (Paperback))? Maybeit isto
be best activity for you. Y ou understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

James M atter:

Here thing why this Scarlet Fields: The Combat Memoir of aWorld War | Medal of Honor Hero (Madern
War Studies (Paperback)) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading abook is good but it
really depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful asfood or not. Scarlet
Fields: The Combat Memoir of aWorld War | Medal of Honor Hero (Modern War Studies (Paperback))
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there but thereis no e-
book that similar with Scarlet Fields. The Combat Memoir of a World War | Medal of Honor Hero (Modern
War Studies (Paperback)). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about
the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case you are having difficultiesin
bringing the branded book maybe the form of Scarlet Fields: The Combat Memoir of a World War | Medal
of Honor Hero (Modern War Studies (Paperback)) in e-book can be your alternate.



Ruth Ford:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot
of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
sure. Peopleis human not really arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you haveread is
definitely Scarlet Fields: The Combat Memoir of aWorld War | Medal of Honor Hero (Modern War Studies

(Paperback)).

Ruth Hill:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Scarlet Fields: The
Combat Memoir of aWorld War | Medal of Honor Hero (Modern War Studies (Paperback)) that give your
fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said
as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be
said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for al of you who wants to become
success person. So, for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Scarlet
Fields: The Combat Memoir of aWorld War | Medal of Honor Hero (Modern War Studies (Paperback))
become your current starter.
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