
Seafarers, Merchants and Pirates in the
Middle Ages

By Dirk Meier

Seafarers, Merchants and Pirates in the Middle Ages By Dirk Meier

The first sailors braved the North Sea and the Baltic in open wooden boats: their
aims were varied - to fish, to trade, to conquer and plunder. Without maps or
compasses, they steered by the sun or by landmarks on the coast. Nevertheless
they discovered Iceland and North America and explored the rivers that flowed
through Europe and Russia into the Black Sea.

With the Frisians and the Vikings, extensive trade routes, better ships, larger
harbours and wealthy coastal towns developed. The pinnacle of these advances
was the Hansa, an association of port cities running from Bruges to Riga.

In recent years archaeologists have discovered much about the development of
their ships: the elegant Viking longboat, the ubiquitous cog, the carrack and the
caravel. Much, too, has been revealed about life in Viking settlements and the
bustling Hanseatic cities. In the first paperback edition of this engaging and
highly-illustrated study, Dirk Meier brings to life the world of the medieval
seaman, based on evidence from ship excavations and contemporary accounts of
voyages.
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The first sailors braved the North Sea and the Baltic in open wooden boats: their aims were varied - to fish,
to trade, to conquer and plunder. Without maps or compasses, they steered by the sun or by landmarks on the
coast. Nevertheless they discovered Iceland and North America and explored the rivers that flowed through
Europe and Russia into the Black Sea.

With the Frisians and the Vikings, extensive trade routes, better ships, larger harbours and wealthy coastal
towns developed. The pinnacle of these advances was the Hansa, an association of port cities running from
Bruges to Riga.

In recent years archaeologists have discovered much about the development of their ships: the elegant Viking
longboat, the ubiquitous cog, the carrack and the caravel. Much, too, has been revealed about life in Viking
settlements and the bustling Hanseatic cities. In the first paperback edition of this engaging and highly-
illustrated study, Dirk Meier brings to life the world of the medieval seaman, based on evidence from ship
excavations and contemporary accounts of voyages.
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Editorial Review

Review
Very handsomely presented with contemporary images, present-day photographs of archaeological sites as
well as maps. --Northern Mariner

[A] thoughtful study. --Speculum

About the Author
Dr Dirk Meier teaches ancient and medieval history and is Head of Coastal Archaeology at the Christian
Albrechts University in Kiel, Germany.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edna Kopec:

The book Seafarers, Merchants and Pirates in the Middle Ages give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book
Seafarers, Merchants and Pirates in the Middle Ages to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like
add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if
you like start and read a publication Seafarers, Merchants and Pirates in the Middle Ages. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

Theresa Frost:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for people. The book Seafarers, Merchants and Pirates in the Middle Ages
ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It
is very advantages for you. The e-book Seafarers, Merchants and Pirates in the Middle Ages is not only
giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book Seafarers,
Merchants and Pirates in the Middle Ages. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Patrick Bodin:

This Seafarers, Merchants and Pirates in the Middle Ages book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside
this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will
get. That Seafarers, Merchants and Pirates in the Middle Ages without we know teach the one who reading it
become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Seafarers, Merchants and Pirates in the



Middle Ages can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This Seafarers, Merchants and Pirates in the
Middle Ages having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Jim Molnar:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, ya think
reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can have the e-
book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Seafarers, Merchants and Pirates in the
Middle Ages which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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