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The animal world is immensely diverse, and our understanding of it has been
greatly enhanced by molecular biology and the study of evolution and
development ("evo-devo"). Moreover, groundbreaking research on genes, and
especially key families of genes such as the Homeobox genes which control the
development of body plans, has led to radical changes in the classification of
animals. In this Very Short Introduction, Peter Holland presents a cutting-edge
tour of the animal kingdom, providing an authoritative summary of the modern
view of animal life, its origins, and the new classification resulting from DNA
studies. Beginning with the definition of animals (not obvious in biological
terms), Holland takes the reader through the revolutionary new high-level
groupings of animals (phyla) based on evolutionary relationships and ancestry.
Ranging from corals and sponges to nematodes, sea squirts, and vertebrates, and
illuminating many key topics in zoology, this fascinating, brief overview will be
of great value to all students of the life sciences as well as providing a concise
summary for the interested lay reader.
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The animal world is immensely diverse, and our understanding of it has been greatly enhanced by molecular
biology and the study of evolution and development ("evo-devo"). Moreover, groundbreaking research on
genes, and especially key families of genes such as the Homeobox genes which control the development of
body plans, has led to radical changes in the classification of animals. In this Very Short Introduction, Peter
Holland presents a cutting-edge tour of the animal kingdom, providing an authoritative summary of the
modern view of animal life, its origins, and the new classification resulting from DNA studies. Beginning
with the definition of animals (not obvious in biological terms), Holland takes the reader through the
revolutionary new high-level groupings of animals (phyla) based on evolutionary relationships and ancestry.
Ranging from corals and sponges to nematodes, sea squirts, and vertebrates, and illuminating many key
topics in zoology, this fascinating, brief overview will be of great value to all students of the life sciences as
well as providing a concise summary for the interested lay reader.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Peter Holland is Linacre Professor of Zoology and Fellow of Merton College, Department of Zoology,
University of Oxford.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Dudley:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or even their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this The Animal Kingdom:
A Very Short Introduction.

Harriet Blum:

The reserve with title The Animal Kingdom: A Very Short Introduction includes a lot of information that
you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge
the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important
to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Leonard Santiago:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying The Animal Kingdom: A Very
Short Introduction that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they
react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all
of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your
good habit, it is possible to pick The Animal Kingdom: A Very Short Introduction become your current
starter.



Sergio Espinoza:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Animal Kingdom: A Very Short Introduction can make you feel more
interested to read.
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