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A direct and fundamentally optimistic indictment of the short-sightedness and
intellectual arrogance that has characterized much of urban planning in this
century, The Death and Life of Great American Cities has, since its first
publication in 1961, become the standard against which all endeavors in that field
are measured. In prose of outstanding immediacy, Jane Jacobs writes about what
makes streets safe or unsafe; about what constitutes a neighborhood, and what
function it serves within the larger organism of the city; about why some
neighborhoods remain impoverished while others regenerate themselves. She
writes about the salutary role of funeral parlors and tenement windows, the
dangers of too much development money and too little diversity. Compassionate,
bracingly indignant, and always keenly detailed, Jane Jacobs's monumental work
provides an essential framework for assessing the vitality of all cities.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The most refreshing, provacative, stimulating and exciting study of this [great problem] which I have seen.
It fairly crackles with bright honesty and common sense."—Harrison Salisbury, The New York Times"One of
the most remarkable books ever written about the city... a primary work. The research apparatus is not
pretentious—it is the eye and the heart—but it has given us a magnificent study of what gives life and spirit
to the city."—William H. Whyte, author of The Organization Man

From the Inside Flap
A classic since its publication in 1961, this book is the defintive statement on American cities: what makes
them safe, how they function, and why all too many official attempts at saving them have failed.

From the Back Cover
A direct and fundamentally optimistic indictment of the shortsightedness and intellectual arrogance that has
characterized much of urban planning in this century, The Death and Life of Great American Cities has,
since its first publication in 1961, become the standard against which all endeavors in that field are
measured.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Laura Hargis:

The book The Death and Life of Great American Cities gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book The
Death and Life of Great American Cities to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you
like start and read a book The Death and Life of Great American Cities. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

John Jonas:

Here thing why that The Death and Life of Great American Cities are different and dependable to be yours.
First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as
yummy as food or not. The Death and Life of Great American Cities giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Death and Life
of Great American Cities. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing
which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of The Death and Life of Great American Cities in e-book can be your
alternate.



James Jackson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
The Death and Life of Great American Cities, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Beth Johnson:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books
in the top listing in your reading list is usually The Death and Life of Great American Cities. This book that
is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right
up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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