LOREN L.JOHNS

The Lamb Christology

of the

Anl

Apocalypse of John

The Lamb Christology of the Apocalypse of
John: An Investigation into Its Origins and
Rhetorical Force (Wissenschaftliche
Untersuchungen Zum Neuen Testament,
2.Reihe)

By Loren L. Johns

Read Online ©

The Lamb Christology of the Apocalypse of John: An Investigation into Its
Originsand Rhetorical Force (Wissenschaftliche Unter suchungen Zum
Neuen Testament, 2.Reihe) By Loren L. Johns

""" Johns asserts that the Lamb symbol in Revelation underscores the gospel
message that the way of Jesus lies at the heart of biblical salvation. Ethics and
saving faith are inextricably linked. In Johns' view, the key to the message of
Revelation isfound in letting the reversal of imagery from Rev 5 shape our
interpretation of the entire book: the conquering Messiah is actually the martyred
Lamb, who defeats the powers through suffering love. Johns writes with great
clarity. Hence, his argument is accessible to the general reader. This book will be
of great value both for specialists and for nonspecialists with an interest in
Revelation or in the basis for resistance to the powers that foster violence and
injustice in our world."" --Ted Grimsrud, Professor of Theology and Peace
Studies, Eastern Mennonite University ""For many modern readers of the book
of Revelation, the visions contained in this book raise serious questions.
Revelation is abook filled with warfare, bloodshed, judgment, and divinely
sanctioned suffering of humanity. How can a modern Christian reader claim as
Scripture a book filled with such violence? Johns' book is the most significant
attempt to date to wrestle with the Lamb Christology of Revelation asit relates to
the question of how we should treat the violent nature of Revelation'svisions. In
doing so, he has rightly shown that the author of Revelation offers a significant
reversal of our understanding of power and overcoming, both for first-century
readers and today. Anyone who wants to engage the Lamb imagery in Revelation
and the question of how we understand its violent imagery must interact with
Johns work."" --David Mathewson, Associate Professor of New Testament,
Denver Seminary ""Most scholars tend to rely on the gospels and the letters of
Paul to inform their Christology--with only a sideways glance to the Revelation
of John. The apocalyptic Christ is seen, therefore, as an oddity, an ancillary view
that must be domesticated to the controlling messianic images of the rest of the
New Testament. Johns places the Lamb Christology of the Apocalypse of John in
the center of our theological focus, because the one who is worthy of worship is
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worthy of imitation. This book is brilliant, engaging, honest, and well written."" -
-Rodney Reeves, Courts Redford Professor of Biblical Studies, Southwest
Baptist University ""Johns persuasively argues that Revelation's Lamb
Christology has ethical implications for Christians nonviolent resistance.
Strengths of the book include Johns' attention to exegetical detail, his thorough
exploration of the background of the Lamb imagery, his balanced consideration
of the merits and problems of seeing various Old Testament traditions as
antecedents for the Lamb Christology, and his critical engagement with current
scholarship. The book makes a fine contribution to New Testament scholarship
on the Apocalypse, and should be read by anyone interested in the ethical
implications of the book's violent imagery."" -- Sheila Klassen-Wiebe, Associate
Professor of New Testament, Canadian Mennonite University ""An important
contribution to the study of the Apocalypse!"" --Tabias Nicklas, Professor of
New Testament, University of Regensburg ""Multitudes of Christians today
assume that the book of Revelation gives us a sneak preview of afuture in which
Jesus returns to ruthlessly slaughter all his enemies. | once held this view, but |
always struggled to reconcile the vicious 'end time' Jesus with the enemy-loving,
nonviolent Jesus of the Gospels. Loren Johns work, The Lamb Christology of
the Apocalypse of John, was one of the most influential books in opening my
eyes not only to the symbolic nature of the apocalyptic genre, but also to the
ingenious way John subverts typically violent apocalyptic symbols, transforming
them into symbols of self-sacrificial love. For al who are confused by the last
book of the Bible, and especially for those who think it depicts
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of Theology and Peace Studies, Eastern Mennonite University ""For many modern readers of the book of
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Jesus with the enemy-loving, nonviolent Jesus of the Gospels. Loren Johns work, The Lamb Christology of
the Apocalypse of John, was one of the most influential books in opening my eyes not only to the symbolic
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Editorial Review

Review

"Johns asserts that the Lamb symbol in Revelation underscores the gospel message that the way of Jesuslies
at the heart of biblical salvation. Ethics and saving faith are inextricably linked. In Johns' view, the key to the
message of Revelation isfound in letting the reversal of imagery from Rev 5 shape our interpretation of the
entire book: the congquering Messiah is actually the martyred Lamb, who defeats the powers through
suffering love. Johns writes with great clarity. Hence, his argument is accessible to the general reader. This
book will be of great value both for specialists and for nonspecialists with an interest in Revelation or in the
basis for resistance to the powers that foster violence and injustice in our world."

--Ted Grimsrud, Professor of Theology and Peace Studies, Eastern Mennonite University

"For many modern readers of the book of Revelation, the visions contained in this book raise serious
guestions. Revelation is a book filled with warfare, bloodshed, judgment, and divinely sanctioned suffering
of humanity. How can a modern Christian reader claim as Scripture a book filled with such violence? Johns
book is the most significant attempt to date to wrestle with the Lamb Christology of Revelation asit relates
to the question of how we should treat the violent nature of Revelation's visions. In doing so, he hasrightly
shown that the author of Revelation offers a significant reversal of our understanding of power and
overcoming, both for first-century readers and today. Anyone who wants to engage the Lamb imagery in
Revelation and the question of how we understand its violent imagery must interact with Johns work."
--David Mathewson, Associate Professor of New Testament, Denver Seminary

"Most scholars tend to rely on the gospels and the letters of Paul to inform their Christology--with only a
sideways glance to the Revelation of John. The apocalyptic Christ is seen, therefore, as an oddity, an
ancillary view that must be domesticated to the controlling messianic images of the rest of the New
Testament. Johns places the Lamb Christology of the Apocalypse of John in the center of our theological
focus, because the one who is worthy of worship isworthy of imitation. This book is brilliant, engaging,
honest, and well written."

--Rodney Reeves, Courts Redford Professor of Biblical Studies, Southwest Baptist University

"Johns persuasively argues that Revelation's Lamb Christology has ethical implications for Christians
nonviolent resistance. Strengths of the book include Johns' attention to exegetical detail, his thorough
exploration of the background of the Lamb imagery, his balanced consideration of the merits and problems
of seeing various Old Testament traditions as antecedents for the Lamb Christology, and his critical
engagement with current scholarship. The book makes a fine contribution to New Testament scholarship on
the Apocalypse, and should be read by anyone interested in the ethical implications of the book's violent
imagery."

-- Sheila Klassen-Wiebe, Associate Professor of New Testament, Canadian Mennonite University

"An important contribution to the study of the Apocalypse!"
--Tobias Nicklas, Professor of New Testament, University of Regensburg --Wipf and Stock Publishers

"Multitudes of Christians today assume that the book of Revelation gives us a sneak preview of afuturein
which Jesus returnsto ruthlessly slaughter al his enemies. | once held this view, but | always struggled to
reconcile the vicious 'end time' Jesus with the enemy-loving, nonviolent Jesus of the Gospels. Loren Johns



work, The Lamb Christology of the Apocalypse of John, was one of the most influential books in opening my
eyes not only to the symbolic nature of the apocalyptic genre, but also to the ingenious way John subverts
typically violent apocalyptic symboals, transforming them into symbols of self-sacrificial love. For al who
are confused by the last book of the Bible, and especially for those who think it depicts a violent 'end time'
Jesus, | strongly recommend you digest this insightful work!"

--Greg Boyd, Senior Pastor, Woodland Hills Church, Maplewood, MN, and President of Christus Victor
Ministries --Wipf and Stock Publishers

About the Author

Loren L. Johnsis a professor of the New Testament at Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary in Elkhart,
IN. His primary areas of research include the role of the Bible in the church, New Testament Greek, the
letters of Paul, the Johannine literature, the development of the biblical canon, and eschatology.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Bridget Dell:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
gpare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply
because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it isright.
Because start from on guarderia until university need this kind of The Lamb Christology of the Apocalypse
of John: An Investigation into Its Origins and Rhetorical Force (Wissenschaftliche Untersuchungen Zum
Neuen Testament, 2.Reihe) to read.

Marianne Haglund:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become alife style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want truly feel happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the
The Lamb Christology of the Apocalypse of John: An Investigation into Its Origins and Rhetorical Force
(Wissenschaftliche Untersuchungen Zum Neuen Testament, 2.Reihe) iskind of guide which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

Antonio Bedler:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity thisislook
different you can read a new book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read
you can spent the entire day to reading a book. The book The Lamb Christology of the Apocalypse of John:
An Investigation into Its Origins and Rhetorical Force (Wissenschaftliche Untersuchungen Zum Neuen



Testament, 2.Reihe) it is extremely good to read. There are alot of folks that recommended this book. We
were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can
buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mQOore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The priceis not
to fund but this book has high quality.

Herbert Turley:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book
entitled The Lamb Christology of the Apocalypse of John: An Investigation into Its Origins and Rhetorical
Force (Wissenschaftliche Untersuchungen Zum Neuen Testament, 2.Reihe) the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get just before. The The Lamb Christology of the Apocalypse of John: An Investigation
into Its Origins and Rhetorical Force (Wissenschaftliche Untersuchungen Zum Neuen Testament, 2.Reihe)
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your
better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will
probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning agame. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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