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One of Rick Bass's most widely respected works of natural history, The Ninemile
Wolves follows the fate of a modern wolf pack, the first known group of wolves
to attempt to settle in Montana outside protected national park territory. The wolf
inspires hatred, affection, myth, fear, and pity; its return polarizes the whole of
the West -- igniting the passions of cattle ranchers and environmentalists, wildlife
biologists and hunters. One man's vigorous, emotional inquiry into the proper
relationship between man and nature, The Ninemile Wolves eloquently advocates
wolf reintroduction in the West. In a new preface, Bass discusses the enduring
lessons of the Ninemile story.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In 1989, two wolves appeared in a valley in northwestern Montana--the first known pair to den outside
Glacier National Park in 60 years. The rancher let them stay long enough for the pups to mature; a month
later, after attacks on dogs and calves (probably by coyotes), the wolves were removed, kept in captivity for
several weeks and released. One pup escaped, then was captured; the other two died of starvation. The
following year, another pair came to Ninemile and produced six pups. Bass ( Winter: Notes from Montana ),
a champion of reintroduction, follows the fortunes and misfortunes of the young wolves caught in a
bureaucratic and political crossfire. He has interviewed ranchers, farmers and wildlife biologists, and
accompanied federal agents as they tracked the wolves. For Bass, wolf recovery has become a moral as well
as an environmental issue. Here he makes a persuasive case for wolves.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This essay by popular writer Bass ( Winter: Notes from Montana , LJ 2/15/91) examines the attempt to
reintroduce an orphaned wolfpack to the Ninemile valley of northwest Montana. Conducted by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, the project was continually opposed by state authorities and special interest groups.
Bass shows open contempt for the state's interference and stresses the importance of restoring balance to
Western ecosystems. He also describes the history of wolf eradication programs in the United States and
attempts to debunk many myths associated with the much-maligned creature. A good companion to Barry
Lopez's Of Wolves and Men ( LJ 10/15/78), this is recommended for natural history and environmental
collections.
- Tim Markus, Evergreen State Coll . Lib., Olympia, Wash.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
Bass continues his essays about Montana (Winter, 1991, etc.) with this masterful life history of a
contemporary wolf pack. In the 19th-century West, Bass notes, wolves were relentlessly trapped, poisoned,
and shot; between 1870 and 1877 alone, 700,000 wolves were killed just in Montana. When, in 1989 and for
the first time in 60 years, a wolf pack (soon dubbed the ``Ninemile'' pack) appeared in Montana, outside of
Glacier National Park, locals divided into two groups: those ``for'' wolves, and those ``against''--the latter
motivated purely by money, Bass says. The fledgling pack consisted of a male, a female, and cubs. When a
farmer's calf was attacked, the female was anonymously shot, despite evidence that the calf had been
attacked by coyotes. Several months later, the male--who had been bringing his youngsters food--was fatally
struck by a motor vehicle, and the US Fishery and Wildlife Service had to step in to feed the cubs. At this
point in the narrative, Bass's observation that wolves' lives are inseparable from human politics becomes
depressingly apparent. The Montana Department of Fisheries and Wildlife Preservation asked the USFWS to
remove the pups because they might affect Montana's biggest cash crop: deer hunters. The USFWS declined,
and soon the orphan pack had taught itself to hunt. But freedom was short-lived. When two heifers were
found killed, the USFWS tranquilizer-darted the pack and relocated the wolves. At their new home, two were
shot by ranchers (despite a $100,000/one-year penalty if caught), and the last female was placed in
permanent captivity. Throughout this sad, short history, Bass vividly renders the viewpoint of these green-
eyed, magnificent predators, able to bound 16 feet when pursuing moose or deer. ``Wolves are the most
social mammal...except (maybe) for humans,'' Bass says. An essay as rare and beautiful as a wolf-sighting in
the Montana woods. (Photographs and drawings--some seen.) -- Copyright ©1992, Kirkus Associates, LP.
All rights reserved.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Doris Seavey:

The book The Ninemile Wolves gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Ninemile Wolves to be
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a e-book The Ninemile
Wolves. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you
think about this e-book?

Maria Abel:

Here thing why this The Ninemile Wolves are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a
book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The
Ninemile Wolves giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there but there
is no guide that similar with The Ninemile Wolves. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you.
It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Ninemile Wolves in e-book can be
your choice.

Marina Espinal:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Ninemile Wolves was bright colored and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book The Ninemile Wolves has many kinds or type. Start from
kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character
on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.

Gordon Frederick:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need
to understand that reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add
you knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about
something by book. Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra The
Ninemile Wolves.
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