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John Milton is regarded as the greatest English poet after Shakespeare. Y et for
sublimity and philosophical grandeur, Milton stands almost alone in world
literature. His peers are Homer, Virgil, Dante, Wordsworth, and Goethe: poets
who achieve atotal ethical and spiritual vision of the world. In this panoramic
interpretation, the distinguished Milton scholar Gordon Teskey shows how the
poet’ s changing commitments are subordinated to an aesthetic that joins beauty
to truth and value to ethics. The art of poetry is rediscovered by Milton as away
of thinking in theworld asit is, and for the world asit can be.

Milton’'s early poems include the heroic Nativity Ode; the seductive paired
poems*“L’Allegro” and “1l Penseroso”; the mythological pageant Comus, with its
comically diabolical enchanter and its serious debate on the human use of nature;
and “Lycidas,” perhaps the greatest short poem in English and a prophecy of vast
human displacements in the modern world. Teskey follows Milton’s creative
development in three phases, from the idealistic transcendence of the poems
written in his twenties to the political engagement of the gritty, hard-hitting
poems of his middle years. The third phase is that of “transcendental
engagement,” in the heaven-storming epic Paradise Lost, and the great works
that followed it: the intense intellectual debate Paradise Regained, and the
tragedy Samson Agonistes.
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John Milton is regarded as the greatest English poet after Shakespeare. Y et for sublimity and philosophical
grandeur, Milton stands almost alone in world literature. His peers are Homer, Virgil, Dante, Wordsworth,
and Goethe: poets who achieve atotal ethical and spiritua vision of the world. In this panoramic
interpretation, the distinguished Milton scholar Gordon Teskey shows how the poet’s changing commitments
are subordinated to an aesthetic that joins beauty to truth and value to ethics. The art of poetry is
rediscovered by Milton as away of thinking in the world asit is, and for the world as it can be.

Milton’s early poems include the heroic Nativity Ode; the seductive paired poems “L’Allegro” and “II
Penseroso”; the mythological pageant Comus, with its comically diabolical enchanter and its serious debate
on the human use of nature; and “Lycidas,” perhaps the greatest short poem in English and a prophecy of
vast human displacements in the modern world. Teskey follows Milton’s creative development in three
phases, from the idealistic transcendence of the poems written in his twenties to the political engagement of
the gritty, hard-hitting poems of his middle years. The third phase is that of “transcendental engagement,” in
the heaven-storming epic Paradise Lost, and the great works that followed it: the intense intellectual debate
Paradise Regained, and the tragedy Samson Agonistes.
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Editorial Review

Review

Every so often acritical book comes along that is so intelligent, so full in its range of treatment, so just in its
moral and human judgments, that praise can't begin to do justice to it. Such is Gordon Teskey’s book on
Milton’s poetry...[It] iswholly available to anyone who has been or wants to be a student?hat is a reader ?of
Milton’s poems...Not to be missed by anyone who aspires to be a better reader of Milton, especially of
Paradise Lost. (William H. Pritchard Hudson Review 2016-02-01)

A major new response to the poetry ... Throughout his study, Teskey displays his own erudition with alight
hand. Heillustrates how classical, mythological, historical and Scriptural resonances are significant and
functional in Milton, but never lets them clog the poem under discussion... Teskey is clear that Milton spent
his life urging his readers to reimagine their world. Teskey’s approach to thislifeis compendious and in
careful touch with recent Milton scholarship. His book is like a Renai ssance commentary, |ong-meditated
and expansive. Thereis a close and delicate attention to the historical and biographical frames of individual
poems, which in turn prompt and inform rich formal analysis and interpretation. We also get Milton’s theme
asthey are caught and refracted through later texts: there are countless fine aside on writers ranging from
Heidegger to Larkin...It is superbly balanced in appreciation of both the language of the poetry and its moral
arguments...Milton sought ever more ambitious ways of bringing his readers to reconsider their position in
history and to think of ways of changing it. The means he used to provoke such wondering are considered
beautifully and extensively in The Poetry of John Milton. (John Stubbs Literary Review 2015-09-01)

The pleasure of reading Milton is something that Teskey conveys with abundant ease in this mgjor guide to
the poetry, from Lycidas to Samson Agonistes... Teskey’ s treatment of On the Late Massacre in Piedmont is
amodel of the kind of close criticism he executes so well [and]...heisimpressively attentive to the language,
sources and afterlife of the poem. There is sensitivity and subtlety here that made me return to the poem and
scan it anew...l was reminded of just how rich Milton’s poetry is. (Willy Maley Times Higher Education
2015-07-16)

Gordon Teskey has lavished alife in scholarship on one poet. The Poetry of John Milton is along book, but
only just big enough to hold its wealth of commentary. It is an exercisein apure kind of literary criticism,
beholden to no particular ideology, bringing in biographical and social details only where strictly necessary,
dwelling rather on matters of meaning and form, influence and reception, than character and event...It offers
acompelling total interpretation of the work of one of our greatest poets. (Robert Minto Open Letters
Monthly 2015-08-01)

His prose style, with its engaging first-person voice and the wide variety of literature and other topics Teskey
draws on, is one of the pleasures of thisinformative, intelligent, and accessible book. (B. E. Brandt Choice
2015-11-01)

Teskey makes criticism feel again like an activity which is one of the highest and most necessary activities of
the mind. With a confidence and command whose like one can scarcely meet elsewhere, Teskey revives for
usinitsfull strength and serenity a practice of thinking and writing which one had feared irretrievably lost to
the philological arachnids. It will be a central summit of the literature on Milton and on poetry for many,
many years to come?a summit on arange which it will itself play no small part in continuing to keep upright.
(Simon Jarvis, University of Cambridge)



Gordon Teskey’s study of Milton is a capacious, extremely well-judged statement that takes the reader
across the full range of the poet’s poetry, including the shorter verse produced during the revolutionary
years. | enjoyed greatly the comparing of Milton with other key works of European literature from different
periods. Teskey also accounts for Milton as poet of the English Revolution, yet we feel by the end that the
critic too has revealed himsdlf as artist, and that the reading itself has declared its own liberating power. This
book has that kind of aesthetic energy. (Nigel Smith, Princeton University)

About the Author
Gordon Teskey is Professor of English, Harvard University, and editor of the Norton Critical Edition of
Milton’s Paradise Lost.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
John Loya:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
thiskind of aren't like that. This The Poetry of John Milton book is readable simply by you who hate those
perfect word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated with The Poetry of
John Milton content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different asit. So, do you nevertheless thinking The Poetry of John
Milton is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Kathleen Strickland:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because thistime you only find publication that need more time to be read.
The Poetry of John Milton can be your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short time
problems.

MichelleHan:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and The Poetry of John Milton or maybe
others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to
read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks
are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes
The Poetry of John Milton to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like here.



Steven Holloway:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media Y ou can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching fromiit. It is
referred to as of book The Poetry of John Milton. Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you
must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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