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It’s graduation day for sixteen-year-old Malencia Vale, and the entire Five Lakes
Colony (the former Great Lakes) is celebrating. All Cia can think about—hope
for—is whether she’ll be chosen for The Testing, a United Commonwealth
program that selects the best and brightest new graduates to become possible
leaders of the slowly revitalizing post-war civilization. When Cia is chosen, her
father finally tells her about his own nightmarish half-memories of The Testing.
Armed with his dire warnings (”Cia, trust no one”), she bravely heads off to Tosu
City, far away from friends and family, perhaps forever. Danger, romance—and
sheer terror—await.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 7 Up-Like almost every 16-year-old in the United Commonwealth, Cia Vale hopes to be called for the
Testing, her ticket out of rural Five Lakes Colony and into the University in Tosu City. Cia's father was
selected, but only vaguely remembers the experience in nightmares. Her four older brothers were passed
over. Just when she has resigned herself to life as a mechanic or farmer, she gets word that she is one of four
students selected from Five Lakes and is expected to board the skimmer to Tosu City the next day, most
likely never to return. The bulk of the book is taken up with the Testing-devious exercises to identify those
with superior leadership skills as society has suffered through Seven Stages of War and desperately needs to
repair the damage to living creatures and the environment. The mental and physical trials will weed out 80
percent of the candidates, leaving several maimed or dead. Cia teams up with Tomas for both practical and
romantic reasons. She is independent and smart for the most part, and Tomas seems almost too good to be
true. There are double-crosses, mutant life-forms, and booby traps to navigate before 20 hearty souls receive
word that they have passed. Cia's story is expected to span a trilogy. The influence of The Hunger Games is
obvious, and The Testing will satisfy readers who want similar dystopian adventures.-Maggie Knapp, Trinity
Valley School, Fort Worth, TXα(c) Copyright 2013. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of
Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

From Booklist
Mystery writer Charbonneau throws her hat into the YA dystopian ring with this series opener that bears
more than a slight resemblance to The Hunger Games. Sixteen-year-old newly graduated Cia Vale is selected
to take part in The Testing, a process that offers the only chance at a college education and training to
become part of the next generation of leaders. Cia has spent years preparing for this—it’s her chance to help
the United Commonwealth recover from the devastating Seven Stages War. Cia’s father, who took part in
The Testing himself, warns her to trust no one. Charbonneau is treading familiar ground as she sets her
young heroine against a government machine that is focused, brutal, and duplicitous. Though the story
moves quickly, readers might be confused as to the reasons behind the government’s methods. Why the
brutality against students? There is no indication that the citizens are oppressed, and they’re unaware of how
gruesome The Testing is. The ending will ensure interest in the next installment, but hopefully book two will
deliver some answers. Grades 7-12. --Kara Dean

Review

VOYA Top Shelf for Middle School Readers 2013 list

 

“Electrifying.”—EntertainmentWeekly.com

 

“The Testing is a chilling and devious dystopian thriller that all fans of The Hunger Games will simply
devour. Joelle Charbonneau writes with guts and nerve but also great compassion and heart. Highly
recommended.”—Jonathan Maberry, New York Times best-selling author of Rot & Ruin and Flesh & Bone

 

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


"I galloped through this excellent read; I was in suspense the whole time."—Charlaine Harris, author of the
Sookie Stackhouse series

 

"There is nothing standardized about this Testing. Charbonneau's imagination will surprise readers at every
turn."—Jennifer M. Brown, children's editor, Shelf Awareness

 

"Action-packed and full of twists, The Testing will keep you guessing until the very last page—and desperate
for the next book!"—Erica O'Rourke, author of the Torn Trilogy

 

* "The rising tension, skillfully executed scenarios, and rich characterizations all contribute to an exciting
story bound to capture readers' imaginations. . . . Charbonneau works action, romance, intrigue, and a
plausible dystopian premise into a near-flawless narrative."—Publishers Weekly, starred review

 

"Charbonneau jumps into the packed dystopia field with a mashup of Veronica Roth's Divergent and
Suzanne Collins' Hunger Games trilogy, but she successfully makes her story her own."—Kirkus

 

"Charbonneau is a fantastic story teller and this book is a tribute to that background. The intrigue in The
Testing passes evaluation of what a good dystopian novel should represent."—VOYA, 4Q 5P M J S

 

"The plot twists are well integrated and will keep readers on edge awaiting the next volume."—Horn Book

 

"The influence of The Hunger Games is obvious, and The Testing will satisfy readers who want similar
dystopian adventures." —SLJ

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vicky Moore:

The book The Testing gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your
capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Testing to get your habit, you can
get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a publication The Testing. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
guide?



Jessica Bowman:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Testing your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known
for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one
form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The The Testing giving you another
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life with this
era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are
finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time
activity?

Diane Sanchez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Testing reserve written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book.
Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own
hunger then you still uncertainty The Testing as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This
is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense
to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.

Thomas Pilcher:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book The Testing to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and examining
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the publication The
Testing can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information
must you're doing of the time.
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