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Timpani Tone and the Interpretation of Baroque and Classical Music explores
the nature, production, and evolution of timpani tone and provides insights into
how to interpret the music of J. S. Bach, Handel, Haydn, and Mozart. In drawing
on 31 years of experience, Steven L. Schweizer focuses on the components of
timpani tone and methods for producing it. In so doing, he discusses the
importance of timpani bowl type; mallets; playing style; physical gestures; choice
of drums; mallet grip; legato, marcato, and staccato strokes; playing different
parts of the timpano head; and psychological openness to the music in effectively
shaping and coloring timpani parts.

In an acclaimed chapter on interpretation, Schweizer explores how timpanists can
use knowledge of the composer's style, psychology, and musical intentions;
phrasing and articulation; the musical score; and a conductor's gestures to
effectively and convincingly play a part with emotional dynamism and power.
The greater part of the book is devoted to the interpretation of Baroque and
Classical orchestral and choral music. Meticulously drawing on original sources
and authoritative scores from the seventeenth through nineteenth centuries,
Schweizer convincingly demonstrates that timpanists were capable of producing
a broader range of timpani tone earlier than is normally supposed. The increase in
timpani size, covered timpani mallets, and thinner timpani heads increased the
quality of timpani tone; therefore, today's timpanist's need not be entirely
concerned with playing with very articulate sticks. In exhaustive sections on
Bach, Handel, Haydn, and Mozart, Schweizer takes the reader on an odyssey
through the interpretation of their symphonic and choral music.

Relying on Baroque and Classical performance practices, timpani notation, the
composer's musical style, and definitive scores, he interprets timpani parts from
major works of these composers. Schweizer pays particular attention to timpani
tone, articulation, phrasing, and dynamic contouring: elements necessary to
effectively communicate their part to listeners.
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Timpani Tone and the Interpretation of Baroque and Classical Music explores the nature, production, and
evolution of timpani tone and provides insights into how to interpret the music of J. S. Bach, Handel, Haydn,
and Mozart. In drawing on 31 years of experience, Steven L. Schweizer focuses on the components of
timpani tone and methods for producing it. In so doing, he discusses the importance of timpani bowl type;
mallets; playing style; physical gestures; choice of drums; mallet grip; legato, marcato, and staccato strokes;
playing different parts of the timpano head; and psychological openness to the music in effectively shaping
and coloring timpani parts.

In an acclaimed chapter on interpretation, Schweizer explores how timpanists can use knowledge of the
composer's style, psychology, and musical intentions; phrasing and articulation; the musical score; and a
conductor's gestures to effectively and convincingly play a part with emotional dynamism and power. The
greater part of the book is devoted to the interpretation of Baroque and Classical orchestral and choral music.
Meticulously drawing on original sources and authoritative scores from the seventeenth through nineteenth
centuries, Schweizer convincingly demonstrates that timpanists were capable of producing a broader range
of timpani tone earlier than is normally supposed. The increase in timpani size, covered timpani mallets, and
thinner timpani heads increased the quality of timpani tone; therefore, today's timpanist's need not be entirely
concerned with playing with very articulate sticks. In exhaustive sections on Bach, Handel, Haydn, and
Mozart, Schweizer takes the reader on an odyssey through the interpretation of their symphonic and choral
music.

Relying on Baroque and Classical performance practices, timpani notation, the composer's musical style, and
definitive scores, he interprets timpani parts from major works of these composers. Schweizer pays particular
attention to timpani tone, articulation, phrasing, and dynamic contouring: elements necessary to effectively
communicate their part to listeners.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This book will help any player breathe new life into their approach to the Baroque and Classical era timpani
parts. Well-researched, authoritative, and thorough, it is a tremendous resource for the timpanist of any
level." --Jack Brennan, Principal Timpanist, Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra

"Steven Schweizer provides a comprehensive and thorough explanation of the proper performance practices,
tone production, and other useful information for the timpanist's correct interpretation of Baroque and
Classical repertoire. I highly recommend this insightful book to the student and professional timpanist." --
John Tafoya, Chairman, Percussion Department, Professor of Percussion, Indiana University Jacobs School
of Music

"If you are looking for an in-depth exploration of what artist-timpanists seek in their playing, a wonderful
tone quality appropriate for specific musical styles, here it is! This reference thoughtfully delves into aspects
of timpani playing usually uncovered only in private lessons." --Mark Yancich, Timpanist, Atlanta
Symphony Orchestra

"This is a highly satisfactory book, which is both scholarly and of more general appeal. Schweizer has
gathered, assembled and illustrated his material in such a way that it can be assimilated in a handful of
concentrated sittings, which will be as generally enlightening on this area of musical performance as it will
directly inform the professional. It seems likely that Timpani Tone and the Interpretation of Baroque and
Classical Music will re-enliven the style of already competent and committed timpanists. In fact, it goes
further. It throws new light on some of the wider issues which have to be understood in order to make the
most of the music of the period. Recommended without hesitation." --Classical.net

"Important and up-to-date...Recommended reading for college timpani students especially." --National
Association of College Wind and Percussion Instructors Journal

"It should be included in the timpanist's library." --American Musical Instrument Society

About the Author

Steven L. Schweizer has served as timpanist with the Topeka Symphony and Florence [SC] Symphony



Orchestras. He is Associate Professor and Program Coordinator of the Political Science Department at
Newberry College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Annette Morrison:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Timpani Tone
and the Interpretation of Baroque and Classical Music? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Ann Birdsell:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Timpani Tone and the Interpretation of Baroque and
Classical Music can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Gregory Anderson:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
Timpani Tone and the Interpretation of Baroque and Classical Music.

April Harry:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere?
It all right you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Timpani Tone
and the Interpretation of Baroque and Classical Music which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's notice.
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