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African Masks surveys 248 of the finest examples of masks from the Barbier-
Mueller Collection, of which 100 are reproduced in stunning color illustrations.
Leading scholars on African art describe the masks' historical and religious
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

These two books by the same publisher are very similar in a number of ways?they are designed to
accompany major European exhibitions; contain hundreds of visually impressive photos of some of the finest
works of African artistry; and cover the art of Africawhile emphasizing the sculpture of West and Central
Africa. These similarities aside, the books differ significantly in terms of the nature of the text and the focus
of the content. Early in the 20th century a small number of European collectors acquired significant
collections of African art. Han Coray (1880-1974), amodern art dealer in Zurich, was one of the earliest of
those collectors, and his extensive collection eventually became the property of the Zurich University
Ethnographic Museum. African Art is a catalog of that collection, with over 300 photographs of the objects.
While most of the catalog entries provide useful information about the objects, some are unsatisfyingly only
descriptive. More than a dozen essays are a so provided, while some are scholarly and informative, many are
personal reflections on and reactions to the collector and the collection, which some readers may not find
especially enlightening. African Masks explores the nature of one of the most important categories of art in
Africa. An excellent introductory essay by scholars Maria Kecskesi and Lazlo Vajda succinctly discusses the
roles of masksin African societies and explains variationsin their form and aesthetics. Almost 250 masksin
the Barbier-Mueller Museum collection are cataloged with brief entries and small but fine black-and-white
photos. The major portion of the book consists of large-format color plates of selected masks with extensive,
scholarly notes by Hahner-Herzog. Many of the plates are accompanied by outstandingly useful field photos
of the masks as worn by fully costumed performers in their indigenous context. Both books are highly
recommended for any public or academic library with an interest in art, anthropology, and/or African
studies.?Eugene C. Burt, Art Inst. of Seattle Lib.

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: German

From the Publisher

The book includes one hundred color plates accompanied by in-depth descriptions, as well as numerous
black-and-white photographs of the masks as they are used in religious and secular celebrations. An
introductory text by renowned scholars describes how the masks are constructed, examines their significance
in African culture, and offersinsight into the universal practice of masquerading. A unique contribution to
literature on African art, this book is al'so awonderful introduction to countless fascinating, ages-old spiritual
traditions still being practiced today.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lucy Fletcher:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled African Masks: The Barbier-Mueller Collection (African, Asian &



Oceanic Art). Try to the actual book African Masks: The Barbier-Mueller Collection (African, Asian &
Oceanic Art) as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make
new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Coralee Lowe

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which isin the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take African Masks. The Barbier-Mueller Collection (African,
Asian & Oceanic Art) as your daily resource information.

Levi Ryan:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or all their
friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
Thefirst thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider ook for
book, may be the publication untitled African Masks. The Barbier-Mueller Collection (African, Asian &
Oceanic Art) can be good book to read. May beit can be best activity to you.

Dora Mohammed:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever fedling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic asin the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer is usually African Masks: The Barbier-Mueller Collection (African, Asian &
Oceanic Art) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint you actualy. Theinside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our
reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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