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John Steinbeck was never content to repeat himself, and his restless search for
new forms and fresh subject matter is fully evident in the books of his later years.
This volume collects four novels that exhibit the full range of his gift, along with
a travel book that has become one of his most enduringly popular works.

In The Wayward Bus (1947), Steinbeck leads a group of ill-matched passengers
representing a spectrum of social types and classes, stranded by a washed-out
bridge, on a circuitous journey that exposes cruelties, self-deceptions, and
unsuspected moral strengths. The tone ranges from boisterous comedy to
trenchant satirical observation of postwar America. Burning Bright (1950), an
allegory set against shifting backgrounds (circus, sea, farm) and revolving around
the fear of sterility and the desire for self-perpetuation, marks Steinbeck's
involvement with the drama in its fusion of the forms of novel and play.

Sweet Thursday (1954) marks Steinbeck's return, in a mood of sometimes frothy
comedy, to the characters and milieu of his earlier Cannery Row. A love story set
against the background of the local brothel, the Bear Flag, Sweet Thursday is for
all its intimations of melancholy one of the most lighthearted of Steinbeck's
books. It was subsequently adapted by Rodgers and Hammerstein into their
musical Pipe Dream. Steinbeck's final novel, The Winter of Our Discontent
(1961) is set in an old Long Island whaling town modeled on Sag Harbor, where
he had been spending time since 1953. The book breaks new ground in its
depiction of the crass commercialism of contemporary America, and its impact
on a protagonist with traditionalist values who is appalled but finally tempted by
the encroaching sleaziness.

Travels with Charley in Search of America (1962) was Steinbeck's last published
book. A record of his experiences and observations as he drove around America
in a pickup truck, accompanied by his standard poodle Charley, it is filled with
engaging, often humorous description and comes to a powerful climax in an
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encounter with racist demonstrators in New Orleans.

Robert DeMott, co-editor, is the Edwin and Ruth Kennedy Distinguished
Professor at Ohio University and the author of Steinbeck's Typewriter, an award-
winning book of critical essays. Brian Railsback, co-editor, is dean of the Honors
College at Western Carolina University and the author of Parallel Expeditions:
Charles Darwin and the Art of John Steinbeck.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Susie Vadnais:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled John Steinbeck: Travels with Charley and Later Novels 1947-1962:
The Wayward Bus / Burning Bright / Sweet Thursday / The Winter of Our Discontent (Library of America).
Try to face the book John Steinbeck: Travels with Charley and Later Novels 1947-1962: The Wayward Bus /
Burning Bright / Sweet Thursday / The Winter of Our Discontent (Library of America) as your close friend.
It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you
can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Marni Elliott:

The book John Steinbeck: Travels with Charley and Later Novels 1947-1962: The Wayward Bus / Burning
Bright / Sweet Thursday / The Winter of Our Discontent (Library of America) will bring you to definitely
the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to
find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book John Steinbeck: Travels with Charley and Later
Novels 1947-1962: The Wayward Bus / Burning Bright / Sweet Thursday / The Winter of Our Discontent
(Library of America) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web
site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Thomas Gonzalez:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually John Steinbeck: Travels with Charley and Later
Novels 1947-1962: The Wayward Bus / Burning Bright / Sweet Thursday / The Winter of Our Discontent
(Library of America) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.



Marilynn Johnson:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book John Steinbeck: Travels with
Charley and Later Novels 1947-1962: The Wayward Bus / Burning Bright / Sweet Thursday / The Winter of
Our Discontent (Library of America) to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability
is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
available a book and read it. Beside that the e-book John Steinbeck: Travels with Charley and Later Novels
1947-1962: The Wayward Bus / Burning Bright / Sweet Thursday / The Winter of Our Discontent (Library
of America) can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of
the time.
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