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This monumental study of medieval law and sexual conduct exploresthe origin
and develpment of the Christian church's sex law and the systems of belief upon
which that law rested. Focusing on the Church's own legal system of canon law,
James A. Brundage offers a comprehensive history of legal doctrines—covering
the millennium from A.D. 500 to 1500—concerning awide variety of sexual
behavior, including marital sex, adultery, homosexuality, concubinage,
prostitution, masturbation, and incest. His survey makes strikingly clear how the
system of sexual control in aworld we have half-forgotten has shaped the world
in which we live today. The regulation of marriage and divorce as we know it
today, together with the outlawing of bigamy and polygamy and the imposition
of criminal sanctions on such activities as sodomy, fellatio, cunnilingus, and
bestiaity, are al based in large measure upon ideas and beliefs about sexual
morality that became law in Christian Europe in the Middle Ages.

"Brundage's book is consistently learned, enormously useful, and frequently
entertaining. It is the best we have on the relationships between theol ogical
norms, legal principles, and sexua practice."—Peter Iver Kaufman, Church
History
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doctrines—covering the millennium from A.D. 500 to 1500-concerning awide variety of sexual behavior,
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Editorial Review
About the Author

James A. Brundage is the Ahmanson-Murphy Distinguished Professor Emeritus of History and Law at the
University of Kansas. He is the author of nine books, including The Medieval Origins of the Legal
Profession: Canonists, Civilians, and Courts, aso published by the University of Chicago Press.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Wendy Brame:

The book Law, Sex, and Christian Society in Medieval Europe can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like abook Law, Sex, and Christian
Society in Medieval Europe? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which
book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share al of these.
Book Law, Sex, and Christian Society in Medieval Europe has simple shape however you know: it has great
and massive function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by open up and read abook. Soitis
very wonderful.

Dee Alaniz;

This Law, Sex, and Christian Society in Medieval Europe are reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Law, Sex, and Christian Society in Medieval Europe can be
one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed
anyone with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can
bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this
Law, Sex, and Christian Society in Medieval Europe giving you an enormous of experience for examplerich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So, let's have it
and luxuriate in reading.

William Stewart:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Law, Sex, and
Christian Society in Medieval Europe, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours



reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Kelly Gomes:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou have to know
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book isimportant thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update about something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Law, Sex, and Christian
Society in Medieval Europe.
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