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Louise Labé, one of the most original poets of the French Renaissance, published
her complete Works around the age of thirty and then disappeared from history.
Rediscovered in the nineteenth century, her incandescent love sonnets were later
tranglated into German by Rilke and appear herein arevelatory new English
version by the award-winning translator Richard Sieburth.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The deeply learned Louise Labé knew well the love poetry of Sappho, Propertius, Ovid, and Petrarch, but
she herself joined the ranks of these great Western tossers and turners by breaking with convention. Across
five centuries, thanks to Richard Sieburth’ s beautiful translations, her urgent voice, her embodied images,
and her rapid, somehow breathless, lines come to us asif they were spoken yesterday.” --Susan Stewart

“Richard Sieburth has captured the vigor, intensity, and vernacular tang of Louise Labé' s startling poems. He
has turned the ‘rhymed cordage astwined and tensile asrope’ of the fabled Belle Cordiéere, daughter of a
ropemaker, into spirited poemsin English.” --Rosanna Warren

"[Labé] laments for one alone, but the whole of nature unites with them: it is the lament for onewho is
eternal.” — Rainer MariaRilke

“A great poet, perhaps one of the greatest of all time.” —The Polar Bear, a character in Samuel Beckett's
Dream of Fair to middling Women

About the Author

L ouise L abé was born between 1516 and 1522 in Lyon, France. Her father was a ropemaker and her mother
died when she was an infant. It is thought that Labé may have been sent to the sisters of the convent of La
Déserte for her primary and secondary schooling, where she would have learned the arts of needlecraft and
music in addition to Latin and Italian. Legend has it that she excelled on horseback and jousted in
tournaments dressed as a man. In her twenties, Labé married a ropemaker twenty years her elder. In her
lifetime she gained areputation as a scholar and, to her enemies, as a femme scavante, or courtesan. Her
complete writings, Euvres de Louize Labé Lionnoize, were published in 1555 and included a preface
dedicated to Clémence de Bourges, three el egies, twenty-four sonnets, a prose work titled “ The Debate
Between Folly and Love,” and twenty-four homages to her addressed by various Lyonnese men of letters.
After her death on Febuary 15, 1566, her legend continued to grow. Rilke famously published his German
versions of Labé' s sonnetsin 1917, and in his anthology of sixteenth-century verse, Léopold Senghor
pronounced her “the greatest poetess ever born in France.” To this day the“Ami” of her love poems remains
amystery.

Richard Sieburth isa professor of French and comparative literature at New Y ork University. He has
translated works by Friedrich Holderlin, Walter Benjamin, Michel Leiris, Michagl Palmer (into French),
Henri Michaux, Maurice Scéve, Gershom Scholem, Georg Blichner, Guillevic, and, most recently,
Nostradamus's The Prophecies. He received a PEN/Book of the Month Trandation Prize for histrangation
of Gérard de Nerval’s Selected Writings, and has also edited a number of Ezra Pound’ s works, including A
Walking Tour in Southern France, The Pisan Cantos, Poems & Translations, and New Selected Poems and
Trandlations.

Karin Lessing is an American poet who has been living in Provence, France, since 1962. She was born in
Gorlitz, atown now split by the German—Polish border, and emigrated to the United States at an early age.
Her Collected Poems was published in 2010.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Wayne Hause:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding materia if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did you
do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their can do that.
It said that about publication. Book isfamiliar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on pre-
school until university need this particular Love Sonnets and Elegies to read.

Linda Christopher:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fedl it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Love Sonnets and Elegies can be good book to read.
May beit could be best activity to you.

Gregory McCormick:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. Peopleis human not really arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your aternative inside spending your spare time, the book you haveread is
definitely Love Sonnets and Elegies.

Lorraine Vargas:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by net on social media. Y ou can choose the best
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book Love Sonnets
and Elegies. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without |eaving the printed book, it could possibly add
your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can
bring you from one destination to other place.
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