
Secret Knowledge: Rediscovering the Lost
Techniques of the Old Masters

By David Hockney

Secret Knowledge: Rediscovering the Lost Techniques of the Old Masters
By David Hockney

Recently, David Hockney, often described as the "world's most popular artist,"
has made headlines not with his own work but with his sensational and
controversial theories about how some of Western art's famous
masterpieces—paintings by artists such as da Vinci, Caravaggio, Velázquez, and
Van Eyck—were actually created. A chance observation of a drawing in
London's National Gallery led Hockney to ask, "How was this done?"

His answer led to fascinating insights into the history of art: that many of the
world's most revered artists used mirrors and various optical devices—such as
the camera obscura—to project images onto their canvasses and then "traced" the
scenes. Hockney's radical speculations have prompted both astonishment and
outrage from prominent art historians and museum directors worldwide. The
debate aside, Secret Knowledge offers readers the exhilarating opportunity to see
the Old Masters afresh—through the eyes of a living master.

In Secret Knowledge, hundreds of paintings are reproduced in stunning color
plates, and many are discussed in close and accessible detail. Hockney's own
drawings and photographs illustrate how artists would have used the technology
available to them in rendering their subjects. Extracts from historical and modern
documents provide further evidence while correspondence between Hockney and
an impressive array of international art historians, curators, and scientists details
both the evolution of his theory and the furor that has erupted over it.
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created. A chance observation of a drawing in London's National Gallery led Hockney to ask, "How was this
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His answer led to fascinating insights into the history of art: that many of the world's most revered artists
used mirrors and various optical devices—such as the camera obscura—to project images onto their
canvasses and then "traced" the scenes. Hockney's radical speculations have prompted both astonishment and
outrage from prominent art historians and museum directors worldwide. The debate aside, Secret Knowledge
offers readers the exhilarating opportunity to see the Old Masters afresh—through the eyes of a living
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In Secret Knowledge, hundreds of paintings are reproduced in stunning color plates, and many are discussed
in close and accessible detail. Hockney's own drawings and photographs illustrate how artists would have
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
British painter David Hockney, well known for his cool and lovely paintings of California pools, has taken
on the new role of detective. For two years Hockney seriously investigated the painting techniques of the old
masters, and like any admirable sleuth, compiled substantial evidence to support his revolutionary theory.
Secret Knowledge is the fruit of this labor, an exhaustive treatise in pictures revealing clues that some of the
world's most famous painters, Ingres, Velázquez, Caravaggio (just to mention a few) utilized optics and
lenses in creating their masterpieces. Hockney's fascination with the subject is contagious, and the book feels
almost like a game with each analysis a "How'd they do that?" instead of a whodunit. While some may find
the technical revelation a disappointment in terms of the idea of genius, Hockney is quick to point out that
the use of optics does not diminish the immensity of artistic achievement. He reminds the reader that a tool is
just a tool, and it is still the artist's hand and creative vision that produce a work of art. (296 pages, 460
illustrations, 402 in color.) --J.P. Cohen

Review
When looking at pictures, one can have no more stimulating and provocative companion than Hockney. (The
Times Literary Supplement, London)

About the Author
David Hockney was born in England in 1937 and studied at the Royal College of Art. He achieved
international acclaim by his mid-twenties as part of the pop art movement and has gone on to become one of
the best known artists of his generation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bryant Kelly:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this Secret
Knowledge: Rediscovering the Lost Techniques of the Old Masters.

Bruce Patton:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick one
book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer could be Secret Knowledge: Rediscovering the Lost Techniques of the Old Masters why



because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Belinda Smith:

This Secret Knowledge: Rediscovering the Lost Techniques of the Old Masters is brand new way for you
who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this Secret Knowledge: Rediscovering the Lost Techniques of the Old Masters can be the light food
for you personally because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These
books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think
that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't
miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.

Kathleen Hernandez:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the
library. They go to at this time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not
important, boring and can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very
important for yourself. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want.
Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Secret Knowledge:
Rediscovering the Lost Techniques of the Old Masters can make you experience more interested to read.
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