
Student Companion to Charles Dickens
(Student Companions to Classic Writers)

By Ruth Glancy

Student Companion to Charles Dickens (Student Companions to Classic
Writers) By Ruth Glancy

Charles Dickens was the most popular writer of his age and is still considered
one of the world's greatest novelists. This well-written study surveys his unusual
and prolific life, relating his fiction writings to his concerns and active
involvement with social conditions of early Victorian England. Glancy skillfully
takes the reader back in time to appreciate the historical settings that inspired
works like Oliver Twist, Great Expectations, and A Tale of Two Cities. An entire
chapter is devoted to each of these works, as well as to David Copperfield, Hard
Times, the Christmas books, and the early novels from The Pickwick Papers to
Martin Chuzzlewit. In each chapter Glancy's analysis of plot, style, and character
development bring these imaginative stories to life for the reader. This book
examines Dickens's keen understanding of human nature and draws out the
themes that make works such as A Christmas Carol as beloved today as when
first written.

This companion to Dickens will aid students in understanding the social context
and literary genius of one of the greatest Victorian novelists. The thorough
biographical chapter traces Dickens' life from his childhood through the
development of his multi-faceted literary career. The literary heritage chapter
examines the tremendous influence Dickens exerted on writing then and now.
This volume surveys all of Dickens' work and provides in-depth readings of five
of his novels and his Christmas works. The series format makes analysis of
setting, plot, character development, and themes for each work accessible to
students. The alternate critical perspectives enhance readers' understanding of
Dickens' work. The selected bibliography and reviews cover both original and
contemporary sources.
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Charles Dickens was the most popular writer of his age and is still considered one of the world's greatest
novelists. This well-written study surveys his unusual and prolific life, relating his fiction writings to his
concerns and active involvement with social conditions of early Victorian England. Glancy skillfully takes
the reader back in time to appreciate the historical settings that inspired works like Oliver Twist, Great
Expectations, and A Tale of Two Cities. An entire chapter is devoted to each of these works, as well as to
David Copperfield, Hard Times, the Christmas books, and the early novels from The Pickwick Papers to
Martin Chuzzlewit. In each chapter Glancy's analysis of plot, style, and character development bring these
imaginative stories to life for the reader. This book examines Dickens's keen understanding of human nature
and draws out the themes that make works such as A Christmas Carol as beloved today as when first written.

This companion to Dickens will aid students in understanding the social context and literary genius of one of
the greatest Victorian novelists. The thorough biographical chapter traces Dickens' life from his childhood
through the development of his multi-faceted literary career. The literary heritage chapter examines the
tremendous influence Dickens exerted on writing then and now. This volume surveys all of Dickens' work
and provides in-depth readings of five of his novels and his Christmas works. The series format makes
analysis of setting, plot, character development, and themes for each work accessible to students. The
alternate critical perspectives enhance readers' understanding of Dickens' work. The selected bibliography
and reviews cover both original and contemporary sources.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Glancy opens with a concise, objective biography of the author's life, emphasizing those events that inspired
his work....The analyses of all of the major novels and short stories, with their academic, no-nonsense style,
are what make this comprehensive student companion more useful than straight biographies or guides to the
individual novels....The well-organized bibliography is arranged by subject. This book fills a gap in
collections with a need for beyond-the-basics literary research materials."-School Library Journal

"Recommended for all schools studying this author."-Reference for Students -- GaleGroup.com Reviews

"Admirably accessible....Such a good book is invaluable as we struggle to keep our students engaged in the
literature that the call of other media makes more and more difficult to access with ease."-Students in English
Literature

"I was pleasantly surprised to find myself entertained and to learn some interesting facts about Dickens's life
and work. The text is not intimidating or pedantic....If the Dickens volume is any indication, the series will
prove to be a valuable addition to any high school library. Recommended."-The Book Report

?Recommended for all schools studying this author.?-Reference for Students -- GaleGroup.com Reviews

?Admirably accessible....Such a good book is invaluable as we struggle to keep our students engaged in the
literature that the call of other media makes more and more difficult to access with ease.?-Students in
English Literature

?I was pleasantly surprised to find myself entertained and to learn some interesting facts about Dickens's life
and work. The text is not intimidating or pedantic....If the Dickens volume is any indication, the series will
prove to be a valuable addition to any high school library. Recommended.?-The Book Report

?Glancy opens with a concise, objective biography of the author's life, emphasizing those events that
inspired his work....The analyses of all of the major novels and short stories, with their academic, no-
nonsense style, are what make this comprehensive student companion more useful than straight biographies
or guides to the individual novels....The well-organized bibliography is arranged by subject. This book fills a
gap in collections with a need for beyond-the-basics literary research materials.?-School Library Journal

About the Author

RUTH GLANCY is Associate Professor of English at Concordia University College of Alberta. She is
author of several books and articles on Dickens including a companion to A Tale of Two Cities and two
bibliographies. Best known for her work on Dickens and Christmas, she has edited his Christmas Books and
Christmas Stories, and is regularly interviewed on the subject at Christmas time.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Terrance Allen:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Student Companion to Charles Dickens (Student Companions to Classic
Writers). Try to the actual book Student Companion to Charles Dickens (Student Companions to Classic
Writers) as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside that
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Catherine Stevenson:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling
bored faster. And you have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must
answer that question simply because just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in
each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Student
Companion to Charles Dickens (Student Companions to Classic Writers) to read.

Anita Burns:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy
read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Student Companion to Charles
Dickens (Student Companions to Classic Writers) is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Joseph Myrick:

This Student Companion to Charles Dickens (Student Companions to Classic Writers) is brand-new way for
you who has fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper
you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading
this Student Companion to Charles Dickens (Student Companions to Classic Writers) can be the light food
for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books build
itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who
think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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