
Tulipomania: The Story of the World's Most
Coveted Flower and the Extraordinary
Passions It Aroused (Windsor Selection)

By Mike Dash

Tulipomania: The Story of the World's Most Coveted Flower and the
Extraordinary Passions It Aroused (Windsor Selection) By Mike Dash

In 1630s' Holland thousands of people, from the wealthiest merchants to the
lowest street traders, were caught up in a frenzy of buying and selling. The object
of the speculation was not oil or gold, but the tulip, a delicate and exotic bloom
that had just arrived from the east. Over three years, rare tulip bulbs changed
hands for sums that would have bought a house in Amsterdam: a single bulb
could sell for more than GBP300,000 at today's prices. Fortunes were made
overnight, but then lost when, within a year, the market collapsed. Mike Dash
recreates this bizarre episode in European history, separating myth from reality.
He traces the hysterical boom and devastating bust, bringing to life a colourful
cast of characters, and beautifully evoking Holland's Golden Age.
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In 1630s' Holland thousands of people, from the wealthiest merchants to the lowest street traders, were
caught up in a frenzy of buying and selling. The object of the speculation was not oil or gold, but the tulip, a
delicate and exotic bloom that had just arrived from the east. Over three years, rare tulip bulbs changed
hands for sums that would have bought a house in Amsterdam: a single bulb could sell for more than
GBP300,000 at today's prices. Fortunes were made overnight, but then lost when, within a year, the market
collapsed. Mike Dash recreates this bizarre episode in European history, separating myth from reality. He
traces the hysterical boom and devastating bust, bringing to life a colourful cast of characters, and beautifully
evoking Holland's Golden Age.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
For history buffs or gardeners who enjoy more than just digging in the dirt, Tulipomania presents a
fascinating look at the tulip frenzy that took place in Holland in the mid-1600s. Beginning as gifts given
among the wealthy and educated folk of Europe and Asia, the tulip rapidly became a source of incredible
financial gain--similar to today's Internet start-up companies or Beanie Baby collections. Stories of craftsmen
discontinuing their trade and focusing on raising tulips for public auction, where they sold for prices
comparable to that of a manor house, are astonishing. Poets, moralists, businessmen--it seems everyone was
involved at some level.

Lack of regulation and poor quality control were just a couple of the details that led to the abrupt crash in
February 1637. Tulipomania was the original market bust--people were ruined, debts went unpaid. It was a
disaster similar to the stock-market crash of 1929. A brief resurrection of the mania occurred 65 years later in
Istanbul, and while it was not the financial obsession Holland experienced, it led to the creation of standards
in flower shape and increased the development of new types. You don't need to be obsessed to enjoy this
book--an interest in tulips, history, and the futures market ensures that this will be a remarkable read. --Jill
Lightner

From Publishers Weekly
The centerpiece of this story is a stunning two months, December 1636 and January 1637, when fortunes
were made and lost in the Netherlands--in tulip bulb futures trading. Stripped to its basics, this would be a
dry case study in an economics textbook. But Dash adds depth to the tale by including relevant bits of
botany, sociology and history, as well as glimpses of the personalities involved in the creation of the tulip
market, such as the orphans who made a fortune selling their late father's tulip bulbs and the man who owned
a dozen extremely rare bulbs and wouldn't part with them at any price. Occasionally, he provides too much
detail--his descriptions of how many guilders changed hands in particular transactions become repetitive, as
do his physical descriptions of specific tulip varieties. Dash is fascinated by the contrast between the
aesthetic sense of the Ottoman sultans (reflected in their love of tulip-laden gardens) and the ferocity of their
rule (evidenced by fratricide, garroting and torture), but his musings on this interesting paradox are too
unfocused to be enlightening. Overall, however, Dash (The Limit; Borderlands) effectively brings together a
diverse mix of disciplines to illuminate the cultural, financial and psychological elements of an economic
bubble--a subject that should be of great interest today. Readers interested in the technical aspects of
economic speculation and those attuned to human folly will find this a worthwhile read. (Mar.)
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Historian/journalist Dash (Borderlands) tells the history of the tulip from its origins in Central Asia through
its introduction to Europe via the Ottoman Turks. He also analyzes the reasons for its popularity, explaining
the aesthetic and economic fascination the flower held for Dutch burghers as well as Ottoman sultans. His
history of the speculative craze for buying tulip futures in 17th-century Holland (which led to single bulbs
being traded for the price of a well-appointed town house) is authoritative and thoroughly researched,
providing exhaustive detail regarding its economic and social causes. Anna Pavord's The Tulip (LJ 3/1/99),
however, covers the topic in a much more engaging manner from the botanical viewpoint, with lavish
illustrations that are completely lacking here. Her treatment is also broader in scope, including English and
French crazes for the bulb and extending the history of its cultivation into the 20th century. Pavord's is



therefore the preferred purchase for all but the most specialized collections on gardening or economic
history.
-Daniel Starr, Museum of Modern Art, New York
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frank Hegarty:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Tulipomania: The
Story of the World's Most Coveted Flower and the Extraordinary Passions It Aroused (Windsor Selection)
suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled
Tulipomania: The Story of the World's Most Coveted Flower and the Extraordinary Passions It Aroused
(Windsor Selection)is a single of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend
the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To
help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Robert Gibson:

The book with title Tulipomania: The Story of the World's Most Coveted Flower and the Extraordinary
Passions It Aroused (Windsor Selection) has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of
help after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-
book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Arthur Poulsen:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read will be Tulipomania: The Story of the World's Most Coveted Flower and the Extraordinary
Passions It Aroused (Windsor Selection).

Henry Vance:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what



forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel,
comics, and also soon. The Tulipomania: The Story of the World's Most Coveted Flower and the
Extraordinary Passions It Aroused (Windsor Selection) will give you new experience in reading through a
book.
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