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Editorial Review

Review
"Hal Ackerman was my teacher, mentor and guide, but I also think of him as the 'midwife' who helped me
deliver my script."

"Any aspiring screenwriter would be fortunate to have him as a teacher."

"Hal Ackerman is a brilliant teacher and an amazing inspiration."

About the Author
Hal Ackerman has been on the faculty of the UCLA School of Theater, Film, and Television for the past
twenty-four years and is currently co-chair of the screenwriting program.

POUSSIN ET MOISE 2

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
There is an opinion widely held among intelligent people that a nascent artist either has talent or does not.
And that in the presence of talent, teaching is either irrelevant or harmful, and that in its absence, teaching is
wasted. It is the cult of the natural. After all, did Mozart go to Juilliard? Did Carnegie need an MBA to run a
steel empire? Edison had only three months of formal schooling. Shakespeare attended no writing seminars.
The American author Flannery O’Connor, when asked whether universities stifled creative writers, replied,
“Not enough.”

It is unarguably true that every field of human endeavor is graced with certain individuals who are gifted
with such an abundance of natural talent that, for them, teaching is as necessary as a second appendix. And
on the other end of the spectrum, there are people with so little aptitude, who are so limited in imagination,
so undisciplined and lacking in stamina that the best teaching in the world will have no effect on them. While
it is true that talent cannot be taught, people with talent can be taught. You cannot teach an athlete to have a
48-inch vertical leap, like Michael Jordan had in his prime, but the game of basketball can be taught, both its
essential skills and the deeper levels of the game that separate the abundantly talented from those who
achieve greatness. Let us not forget that Stravinsky had his Nadia Boulanger, as did Bernstein. Tennessee
Williams came out of the University of Iowa Writing Project. Michael Chabon is only the most recent
brilliant novelist to come through the fiction writing program at the University of California, Irvine. And my
home department, the UCLA screenwriting program, has spawned an impressive list of writers, including
Neil Jimenez (River’s Edge), David Koepp (Spider-Man, Jurassic Park, Carlito’s Way, The Panic Room),
Audrey Wells (The Truth About Cats and Dogs), The Michaels?Werb and Colleary(Face/Off), and that
Francis Coppola fellow.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mavis Strain:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?



Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with
may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Write Screenplays That Sell: The Ackerman Way why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

Johnny Powers:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need more
time to be examine. Write Screenplays That Sell: The Ackerman Way can be your answer as it can be read
by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Lewis Skinner:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this time,
many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore ,
this Write Screenplays That Sell: The Ackerman Way can make you experience more interested to read.

Kenneth Matson:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Write Screenplays That Sell: The
Ackerman Way to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book
and examine it. Beside that the book Write Screenplays That Sell: The Ackerman Way can to be your new
friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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