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The dramatic events behind the Oscar-winning film, Bridge of Spies, tracing
the paths leading to the first and most legendary prisoner exchange between
East and West at Berlin's Glienicke Bridge and Checkpoint Charlie on
February 10, 1962.

Bridge of Spies is the true story of three extraordinary characters whose fate
helped to define the conflicts and lethal undercurrents of the most dangerous
years of the Cold War: William Fisher, alias Rudolf Abel, a British born KGB
agent arrested by the FBI in New York City and jailed as a Soviet superspy for
trying to steal America’s most precious nuclear secrets; Gary Powers, the
American U-2 pilot who was captured when his plane was shot down while
flying a reconnaissance mission over the closed cities of central Russia; and
Frederic Pryor, a young American graduate student in Berlin mistakenly
identified as a spy, arrested and held without charge by the Stasi, East Germany’s
secret police. The three men were rescued against daunting odds, and then all but
forgotten. Yet they laid bare the pathological mistrust that fueled the arms race
for the next 30 years.

Weaving the three strands of this story together for the first time, Giles Whittell
masterfully portrays the intense political tensions and nuclear brinkmanship that
brought the United States and Soviet Union so close to a hot war in the early
1960s. He reveals the dramatic lives of men drawn into the nadir of the Cold War
by duty and curiosity, and the tragicomedy of errors that eventually induced
Nikita Khrushchev to send missiles to Fidel Castro.

Drawing on new interviews conducted in the United States, Europe and Russia
with key players in the exchange and the events leading to it, among them
Frederic Pryor himself and the man who shot down Gary Powers, Bridge of Spies
captures a time when the fate of the world really did depend on coded messages
on microdots and brave young men in pressure suits. The exchange that frigid
day at two of the most sensitive points along the Iron Curtain represented the first
step back from where the superpowers had stood since the building of the Berlin
Wall the previous summer--on the brink of World War III.
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Bridge of Spies is the true story of three extraordinary characters whose fate helped to define the conflicts
and lethal undercurrents of the most dangerous years of the Cold War: William Fisher, alias Rudolf Abel, a
British born KGB agent arrested by the FBI in New York City and jailed as a Soviet superspy for trying to
steal America’s most precious nuclear secrets; Gary Powers, the American U-2 pilot who was captured when
his plane was shot down while flying a reconnaissance mission over the closed cities of central Russia; and
Frederic Pryor, a young American graduate student in Berlin mistakenly identified as a spy, arrested and held
without charge by the Stasi, East Germany’s secret police. The three men were rescued against daunting
odds, and then all but forgotten. Yet they laid bare the pathological mistrust that fueled the arms race for the
next 30 years.

Weaving the three strands of this story together for the first time, Giles Whittell masterfully portrays the
intense political tensions and nuclear brinkmanship that brought the United States and Soviet Union so close
to a hot war in the early 1960s. He reveals the dramatic lives of men drawn into the nadir of the Cold War by
duty and curiosity, and the tragicomedy of errors that eventually induced Nikita Khrushchev to send missiles
to Fidel Castro.

Drawing on new interviews conducted in the United States, Europe and Russia with key players in the
exchange and the events leading to it, among them Frederic Pryor himself and the man who shot down Gary
Powers, Bridge of Spies captures a time when the fate of the world really did depend on coded messages on
microdots and brave young men in pressure suits. The exchange that frigid day at two of the most sensitive
points along the Iron Curtain represented the first step back from where the superpowers had stood since the
building of the Berlin Wall the previous summer--on the brink of World War III.
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From reader reviews:

Harry Nelson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Bridge of Spies. Try to the actual book Bridge of Spies
as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Marcia Ogburn:

Here thing why this kind of Bridge of Spies are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is
good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Bridge of
Spies giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no
book that similar with Bridge of Spies. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes
about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually
bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties
in bringing the published book maybe the form of Bridge of Spies in e-book can be your alternative.

Arlene Farrar:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this Bridge
of Spies.

Jane Pelley:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of book
Bridge of Spies. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add



your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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