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Who were the Native Americans? Where did they come from and how long ago?
Did they have a history, and would they have a future? Questions such as these
dominated intellectual life in the United States during the nineteenth century.
And for many Americans, such questions about the original inhabitants of their
homeland inspired a flurry of historical investigation, scientific inquiry, and
heated political debate.

History's Shadow traces the struggle of Americans trying to understand the
people who originally occupied the continent claimed as their own. Steven Conn
considers how the question of the Indian compelled Americans to abandon older
explanatory frameworks for sovereignty like the Bible and classical literature and
instead develop new ones. Through their engagement with Native American
language and culture, American intellectuals helped shape and define the
emerging fields of archaeology, ethnology, linguistics, and art. But more
important, the questions posed by the presence of the Indian in the United States
forced Americans to confront the meaning of history itself, both that of Native
Americans and their own: how it should be studied, what drove its processes, and
where it might ultimately lead. The encounter with Native Americans, Conn
argues, helped give rise to a distinctly American historical consciousness.

A work of enormous scope and intellect, History's Shadow will speak to anyone
interested in Native Americans and their profound influence on our cultural
imagination.

“History’s Shadow is an intelligent and comprehensive look at the place of
Native Americans in Euro-American’s intellectual history. . . . Examining
literature, painting, photography, ethnology, and anthropology, Conn mines the
written record to discover how non-Native Americans thought about Indians.”
—Joy S. Kasson, Los Angeles Times
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Who were the Native Americans? Where did they come from and how long ago? Did they have a history,
and would they have a future? Questions such as these dominated intellectual life in the United States during
the nineteenth century. And for many Americans, such questions about the original inhabitants of their
homeland inspired a flurry of historical investigation, scientific inquiry, and heated political debate.

History's Shadow traces the struggle of Americans trying to understand the people who originally occupied
the continent claimed as their own. Steven Conn considers how the question of the Indian compelled
Americans to abandon older explanatory frameworks for sovereignty like the Bible and classical literature
and instead develop new ones. Through their engagement with Native American language and culture,
American intellectuals helped shape and define the emerging fields of archaeology, ethnology, linguistics,
and art. But more important, the questions posed by the presence of the Indian in the United States forced
Americans to confront the meaning of history itself, both that of Native Americans and their own: how it
should be studied, what drove its processes, and where it might ultimately lead. The encounter with Native
Americans, Conn argues, helped give rise to a distinctly American historical consciousness.

A work of enormous scope and intellect, History's Shadow will speak to anyone interested in Native
Americans and their profound influence on our cultural imagination.

“History’s Shadow is an intelligent and comprehensive look at the place of Native Americans in Euro-
American’s intellectual history. . . . Examining literature, painting, photography, ethnology, and
anthropology, Conn mines the written record to discover how non-Native Americans thought about Indians.”
—Joy S. Kasson, Los Angeles Times
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Editorial Review

Review

“History’s Shadow is an intelligent and comprehensive look at the place of Native Americans in Euro-
Americans' intellectual history during the period bracketed by the Lewis and Clark expedition at the
beginning of the 19th century and the Wounded Knee massacre at its close. Examining literature, painting,
photography, ethnology, and anthropology, Conn mines the written record to discover how non-Native
Americans thought about Indians and what influence those ideas had upon the development of American
science, social science, and history. . . . The most fascinating aspect of Conn’s book is his account of the rise
of anthropology and the ways in which the ‘scientific’ study of culture erased the history of the native
peoples as well as the story of Euro-American responsibility for their condition.”—Joy S. Kasson, Los
Angeles Times

(Joy S. Kasson Los Angeles Times)
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From the Inside Flap
Who were the Native Americans? Where did they come from and how long ago? Did they have a history,
and would they have a future? Questions such as these dominated intellectual life in the United States during
the nineteenth century. And for many Americans, such questions about the original inhabitants of their
homeland inspired a flurry of historical investigation, scientific inquiry, and heated political debate.
"History's Shadow" traces the struggle of Americans trying to understand the people who originally occupied
the continent claimed as their own. Steven Conn considers how the question of the Indian compelled
Americans to abandon older explanatory frameworks for sovereignty like the Bible and classical literature
and instead develop new ones. Through their engagement with Native American language and culture,
American intellectuals helped shape and define the emerging fields of archaeology, ethnology, linguistics,
and art. But more important, the questions posed by the presence of the Indian in the United States forced
Americans to confront the meaning of history itself, both that of Native Americans and their own: how it
should be studied, what drove its processes, and where it might ultimately lead. The encounter with Native
Americans, Conn argues, helped give rise to a distinctly American historical consciousness.
A work of enormous scope and intellect, "History's Shadow" will speak to anyone interested in Native
Americans and their profound influence on our cultural imagination.

About the Author

Steven Conn is associate professor of history at Ohio State University. He is the author of American
Museums and Intellectual Life, also published by the University of Chicago Press.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lawrence Rowe:

The actual book History's Shadow: Native Americans and Historical Consciousness in the Nineteenth
Century has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The
book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this
book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Ellis Cook:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying
a book. Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
all right you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like
History's Shadow: Native Americans and Historical Consciousness in the Nineteenth Century which is
keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Shad Broussard:

You will get this History's Shadow: Native Americans and Historical Consciousness in the Nineteenth
Century by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you
get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or
printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get
more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Chad Wright:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book History's Shadow: Native Americans and Historical
Consciousness in the Nineteenth Century was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book History's Shadow: Native Americans and Historical Consciousness in the Nineteenth Century has many
kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you
can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any
it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading which.
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