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From elementary school on, Walter Kirn knew how to stay at the top of his class:
He clapped erasers, memorized answer keys, and parroted his teachers’ pet
theories. But when he launched himself eastward to an Ivy League university,
Kirn discovered that the temple of higher learning he had expected was instead
just another arena for more gamesmanship, snobbery, and social climbing. In this
whip-smart memoir of kissing-up, cramming, and competition, Lost in the
Meritocracy reckons the costs of an educational system where the point is simply
to keep accumulating points and never to look back—or within. 
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Calling something “irreducible.” Searching for a contest, no matter how trifling, that he’ll be sure to win.
These are just two of the tricks Kirn used to shuttle himself through high school, Princeton, and on to
Oxford, and such soulless maneuvers are what frame this memoir of duping the educational system. Even as
a child, Kirn quickly learned that school was not about learning; it was about reciting the code words
teachers most wanted to hear—a salient fact that will ring painfully (and shamefully) true to A-students
everywhere. This pandering is most acidly portrayed as eight-year-old Kirn reacts to a teacher’s declaration
that art isn’t about drawing dinosaurs, it’s about “emotion”—leading Kirn to draw a bunch of squiggly lines
around his triceratops to indicate “feelings.” Kirn sprinkles his otherwise finely honed thesis with
more typically memoir-ish recollections, which range from meandering to brilliant, but most of the book
plays like a mirror-angle Catcher in the Rye, this time from the point of view of one of Holden’s dreaded
phonies. --Daniel Kraus

Review
“A funny, self-mocking memoir about how persistently Mr. Kirn went astray. . . . Great fun.” —The New
York Times

“The witty, self-castigating story of the author’s single-minded quest to succeed at a series of tests and
competitions that took him from one of the lowest-ranked high schools in Minnesota to Princeton.” —The
New York Times Book Review

“Very few people could get away with complaining about attending Princeton University, but Walter Kirn
does. . . . Darkly hilarious.” —The Plain Dealer 
 
“Scathing and funny. . . . Too delicious.” —Newsweek
 
“Hilarious. . . . Kirn recounts the many ways that the America educational rat race betrayed him.” —The
Washington Post Book World

“Tough, funny, and moving. . . . What’s such great fun about the book is the intense good humor with which
he looks back, and the wonderful portraits he provides of the side characters in his life. . . . There’s a kind of
joyous cackle behind these colorful scenes, and a sadness, too, both finally giving way to a clean-edged
wisdom that infiltrates his story as he leads us toward his moral awakening.” —O, The Oprah Magazine
 
“Tartly funny.” —Newsday 
 
“The revelation that skating on the surface of knowledge might kill him if he didn't cut it out was Kirn’s
alone, but its impact registers far and wide.” —Elle
 
“A diverting memoir that has less to do with grades and standardized test scores than with a Mormon-raised
farm boy’s difficulty adjusting to the temptations and prejudices of an Ivy League school.” —The Miami
Herald
 
“A smart, ambitious writer. . . . Kirn’s sentences would be a delight even if they were empty. That they

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


address a serious subject—the Ivy League training that is less about learning than about preparing its
beneficiaries to join the ruling class—seems like a bonus.” —Bloomberg News
 
“A fine narrative of what it is to be young, lost, deeply immersed in drugs, and frequently on the verge of a
nervous breakdown.” —Bookslut 

 “Kirn shows, better than any recent book, how our educational system is perverted from beginning to end. . .
. Kirn’s is one idealist’s stirring recollection of what it took to awaken himself from the sloth imposed by the
Ivy League’s bureaucratic-meritocracy.” —The Daily Beast

“Our only wish was for more.” —McSweeney’s

About the Author
Walter Kirn is a regular reviewer for The New York Times Book Review, and his work appears in The
Atlantic, The New York Times Magazine, Vogue, Time, New York, GQ and Esquire. He is the author of six
previous works of fiction: My Hard Bargain: Stories, She Needed Me, Thumbsucker, Up in the Air, Mission
to America and The Unbinding. Kirn is a graduate of Princeton University and attended Oxford on a
scholarship from the Keasby Foundation. He lives in Livingston, Montana.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Tran:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for us. The book Lost in the Meritocracy: The Undereducation of an
Overachiever has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide Lost in the Meritocracy: The Undereducation of an
Overachiever is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you truly
feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book
Lost in the Meritocracy: The Undereducation of an Overachiever. You never feel lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Robert Frye:

This book untitled Lost in the Meritocracy: The Undereducation of an Overachiever to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit
in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

John Reed:

You can get this Lost in the Meritocracy: The Undereducation of an Overachiever by look at the bookstore
or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can



you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose correct ways for you.

Arthur Bailey:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. In
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Lost in the Meritocracy: The Undereducation of an Overachiever when you essential it?
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