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Niccolo Machiavelli’s The Prince remains an influential book more than five
centuries after he wrote histimeless classic. However, the political philosophy
expressed by Machiavelli in histomeis often misunderstood. Although he
thought humans to be rational, self-interested creatures, and even though he
proposed an approach to politicsin which the ends justify the means, Machiavelli
was not, as some have argued, simply “ateacher of evil.” The Prince's many
ancient and medieval examples, while relevant to sixteenth century readers, are
lost on most of today’ s students of Machiavelli. Examples from modern films
and television programs, which are more familiar and understandable to
contemporary readers, provide a better way to accurately teach Machiavelli’s
lessons. Indeed, modern media, such as Breaking Bad, The Godfather, The
Walking Dead, Charlie Wilson’s War, House of Cards, Argo, and The Departed,
arereplete with illustrations that teach Machiavelli’ s critical principles, including
the need to caress or annihilate, learning “how not to be good,” why it is better to
be feared than loved, and how to act as both the lion and the fox. Modern media
are used in this book to exemplify the tactics Machiavelli advocated and to
comprehensively demonstrate that Machiavelli intended for government actors
and those exercising power in other contexts to fight for a greater good and strive
to achieve glory.
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Niccolo Machiavelli’s The Prince remains an influential book more than five centuries after he wrote his
timeless classic. However, the political philosophy expressed by Machiavelli in histomeis often
misunderstood. Although he thought humans to be rational, self-interested creatures, and even though he
proposed an approach to politics in which the ends justify the means, Machiavelli was not, as some have
argued, simply “ateacher of evil.” The Prince’ s many ancient and medieval examples, while relevant to
sixteenth century readers, are lost on most of today’ s students of Machiavelli. Examples from modern films
and television programs, which are more familiar and understandable to contemporary readers, provide a
better way to accurately teach Machiavelli’ s lessons. Indeed, modern media, such as Breaking Bad, The
Godfather, The Walking Dead, Charlie Wilson’s War, House of Cards, Argo, and The Departed, are replete
with illustrations that teach Machiavelli’s critical principles, including the need to caress or annihilate,
learning “how not to be good,” why it is better to be feared than loved, and how to act as both the lion and
the fox. Modern media are used in this book to exemplify the tactics Machiavelli advocated and to
comprehensively demonstrate that Machiavelli intended for government actors and those exercising power in
other contextsto fight for a greater good and strive to achieve glory.
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Editorial Review

Review

Machiavelli is one of the most famous philosophers of all time, and the advice he offersin The Princeis
noticeably influential in politics and in popular culture. Through the lens of this book we see that we can also
learn about Machiavelli through television and film. The chaptersin Machiavelli Goes to the Movies piece
together significant works of popular culture, and insightfully demonstrate their reflection of Machiavelli's
ideas, and what movies and television can continue to teach us about philosophy. (Timothy M. Dale,
University of Wisconsin-La Crosse)

The devil. Old Nick. Teacher of evil. Murderous Machiavelli. Known by many infamous names, Italian
philosopher Niccolo Machiavelli remains one of the most intriguing and frequently misunderstood political
thinkersin history. Though it was called ‘ poisonous’ by his contemporaries, Machiavelli’s The Prince, his
most influential work, establishes a prescription for political realism that continues to frame discussion and
policy today. In this book, Eric Kasper and Troy Kozmareveal why. Through movieslike Lincoln, Harry
Potter, The Godfather and The Hunger Games, and television shows like Breaking Bad, House of Cards and
The Walking Dead, Kasper and Kozma bring The Prince to life and penetrate Machiavelli’ s mystique. In the
process, they offer deeper insights and reflections into Machiavellian thought as intriguing as The Prince
itself. This book isamust read for anyone who wants to understand not just Machiavelli but power and
politics laid bare through film and television. (Joseph J. Foy, University of Wisconsin Colleges)

This book argues that the purported Machiavellian dictum 'the end justifies the means' is misrepresented by
his reputation as ateacher of evil. According to the authors, even though Machiavelli does counsel the use of
force and fraud without regard to ethical considerations, he does so in the service of the common good. It is
true that political leaders sometimes need to act against the common good, but this extenuating advice is only
meant for political leaders rather than ordinary citizens. Despite popular misconceptions about Machiavelli’s
advice, the authors find abundant evidence to support their own interpretation of Machiavelli in popular
television programs and films (almost 40 of them). The attempt to illustrate how Machiavelli’ s thought
pervades everyday lives raises interesting questions about distinguishing between ordinary human cruelty
evident in antiquity and the 'common good cruelty' suggested by the authors. By considering why
Machiavelli is so unique, readers are given the opportunity to begin to understand why a book like The
Prince has withstood the test of time and even inspired afew private citizensto act like political leadersin
order to achieve political power. Useful for faculty who have difficulty making Machiavelli’s scintillating
and intrepid prose more interesting to students. Summing Up: Recommended. General readers and
undergraduates. (CHOICE)

About the Author
Eric T. Kasper isassistant professor of political science at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire.

Troy A. Kozmais associate professor of philosophy for the University of Wisconsin Colleges.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Manuel Arndt:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take awander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled
Machiavelli Goes to the Movies. Understanding The Prince through Television and Film? Maybe it is being
best activity for you. Y ou recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Carl Brinkley:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for awhileis
reading. That's why, by reading areserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Machiavelli
Goes to the Movies: Understanding The Prince through Television and Film book as beginning and daily
reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Guadalupe McCoy:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name
Machiavelli Goesto the Movies: Understanding The Prince through Television and Film suitable to you?
The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Machiavelli Goes
to the Movies: Understanding The Prince through Television and Filmis the one of several books which
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of peoplein the world. When you read this reserve
you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their ideain the smple way,
thus all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you alots of information
about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Mar gar et Ochoa:

As astudent exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Y eah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Machiavelli Goes to the Movies: Understanding The Prince through
Television and Film can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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