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The complex and distinctive Spartan tradition has been a prominent theme in
western thinking from antiquity to today. Sparta is also one of a handful of
ancient Greek cities with enough existing evidence for historians to create a
realistic social portrait. Over the past quarter-century Paul Cartledge has
established himself as the leading international authority on ancient Sparta.
Spartan Reflections is a superb collection of his essays—two are published here
for the first time, and the rest, often difficult to locate, have been revised and
updated for publication in book form. Giving us a real sense of what Sparta was
like as a culture, these essays constitute a fascinating introduction to and
overview of ancient Spartan history and its reception. This collection, unique in
breadth and scope, will be an essential source for anyone interested in this
idiosyncratic society.

Cartledge brings us up to date on what is known about the most important and
intriguing aspects of Sparta: its military development, questions of gender and
sexuality, and the difficult problem of artistic and literary aspects of Sparta. We
learn about the institutions that distinguished Sparta from other city-states,
including its religion, education process, degree of literacy, secret service,
unusual system of servitude, and institutionalized pederasty. Throughout,
Cartledge also makes important comparisons with Athens, helping us grasp what
is really striking about Sparta.

Cartledge's writing is clear and engaging as he draws from myriad sources both
ancient and modern, as well as from political and cultural theory. These essays,
together with their magisterial bibliography, demonstrate his remarkable
scholarly and intellectual range. Spartan Reflections will be an important source
on the most significant issues in Sparta scholarship today as well as a fascinating
look at this culture for general readers.
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The complex and distinctive Spartan tradition has been a prominent theme in western thinking from antiquity
to today. Sparta is also one of a handful of ancient Greek cities with enough existing evidence for historians
to create a realistic social portrait. Over the past quarter-century Paul Cartledge has established himself as the
leading international authority on ancient Sparta. Spartan Reflections is a superb collection of his
essays—two are published here for the first time, and the rest, often difficult to locate, have been revised and
updated for publication in book form. Giving us a real sense of what Sparta was like as a culture, these
essays constitute a fascinating introduction to and overview of ancient Spartan history and its reception. This
collection, unique in breadth and scope, will be an essential source for anyone interested in this idiosyncratic
society.

Cartledge brings us up to date on what is known about the most important and intriguing aspects of Sparta:
its military development, questions of gender and sexuality, and the difficult problem of artistic and literary
aspects of Sparta. We learn about the institutions that distinguished Sparta from other city-states, including
its religion, education process, degree of literacy, secret service, unusual system of servitude, and
institutionalized pederasty. Throughout, Cartledge also makes important comparisons with Athens, helping
us grasp what is really striking about Sparta.

Cartledge's writing is clear and engaging as he draws from myriad sources both ancient and modern, as well
as from political and cultural theory. These essays, together with their magisterial bibliography, demonstrate
his remarkable scholarly and intellectual range. Spartan Reflections will be an important source on the most
significant issues in Sparta scholarship today as well as a fascinating look at this culture for general readers.
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Editorial Review
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From reader reviews:

Luisa Johnson:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them
is this Spartan Reflections.

Jeff Farley:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
you is Spartan Reflections this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is
easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book
ideal all of you.

Mary Tiller:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This guide Spartan Reflections was filled about science. Spend your extra
time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when
they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In
the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Scott Harrington:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Spartan Reflections or others sources were



given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and
more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are
helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes
Spartan Reflections to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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