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One of the three seminal works of Japanese literature—a beautiful collection of poems and tales that
offers an unparalleled insight into ancient Japan

Along with the Tale of Genji and One Hundred Poets, One Poem Each, the Tales of Ise is considered one of
the three most important works of Japanese literature. A poem-tale collection from the early Heian period, it
contains many stories of amorous adventures, faithful friendship, and travels in exile, framing the exquisite
poems at the work's heart.

The Tales of Ise has influenced waka, Noh, tales, and diaries since the time it was written, and is still the
source of endless inspiration in novels, poetry, manga, and cartoons. This volume has been translated by
Peter MacMillan and includes a preface by the renowned Japanologist Donald Keene.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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Editorial Review

Review
Longlisted for the PEN Award for Poetry in Translation

"MacMillan's Tales of Ise adds to the treasures of Japanese literature that can now be enjoyed in English
translation. It is the most poetic translation of this work to date and establishes MacMillan as an outstanding
translator of Japanese poetry." —Donald Keene

About the Author
Peter Macmillan (translator) is an artist, poet, and translator who lives in Tokyo. His previous translations
include the seminal Japanese text One Hundred Poets, One Poem Each.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rodney Mitchell:

The book Tales of Ise make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot
more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your
subject. If you can make reading through a book Tales of Ise being your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like open and read a reserve Tales of Ise. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Jerry Linton:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Tales of Ise book as this book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

John Bradley:

Tales of Ise can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because
this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every
word into joy arrangement in writing Tales of Ise yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.



Hubert Wooten:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Tales of Ise which is getting the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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