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A look at the gulf that separates the deaf minority from the hearing world, this
book sheds light on the mistreatment of the deaf community by a hearing
establishment that resists understanding and awareness. Critically acclaimed as a
breakthrough when it was first published in 1992, this new edition includes
information on the science and ethics of childhood cochlear implants. An
indictment of the ways in which expertsin the scientific, medical, and
educational establishment purport to serve the deaf, this book describes how
they, in fact, do them great harm.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

"Audism” isthe term that psychology professor Lane, who is not deaf, usesin this forceful indictment of
what he calls "the hearing establishment,” which he portrays as a colonial power overseeing the needs of deaf
subjects.

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Written to stir both action and feeling, The Mask of Benevolence is thought-provoking in all areas of deaf
studies. In particular, Lane focuses on the differences between the deaf as disabled and the deaf asa
linguistic minority. He argues for a more coherent and compassi onate society, one in which the deaf choose
what is best for them--in areas such as education, politics, philosophy, and language. Specificaly, Lane's
research is about people who grow up deaf, acculturated to the manual language and the society of the deaf
community. He writes again, as he did in his When the Mind Hears ( LJ 10/15/84), of the historical
perspective and positive conceptualization of deaf individuals. Lane is thorough, detailed, and intensivein
relating the deaf world to the hearing, and he backs up his opinions with facts, research, and vivid detail. As
there are no other current titles that so eloquently clarify the differences between the deaf and hearing
worlds, Lane's book is highly recommended for all collections.

- Emily Ferren, Carroll Cty. P.L., Westminster, Md.

Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

Lane (Psychology/Northeastern) follows up When the Mind Hears- -his 1984 history of the deaf--with an
excoriating analysis of the oppression of the deaf in contemporary society. Hearing people, Lane says, view
deafness as a disability--but the deaf see themselves as a linguistic minority, feel that they have aricher
social life than hearing people, marry each other, and celebrate the birth of adeaf child as a precious gift.
After developing these preconception-shattering revelations, Lane reveals the meshes of paternalistic control
exercised by “audism”--that institution of school administrators, speech therapists, psychologists, and social
workers that authorizes views of the deaf, governs where they go to school, and exercises authority over their
community. Despite research showing that American Sign Language is a natural language with its own
vocabulary, grammar, and art forms, professionals persist in viewing it as disabled English and refuse to
learn it. The consequences for the deaf are dire: 1Q scores can be lowered 30 points by examiners resorting to
ad hoc pantomime for test instruction; psychologists administer tests designed for the hearing and
misdiagnose deaf children as learning-disabled; deaf youth are "~ mainstreamed” out of special schoolsto
languish in a hearing, English-speaking environment. The audist establishment, Lane says, has promulgated
calling deaf children ““hearing-impaired"--the equivalent, he adds, of calling women ““non-men" or gays
““sexually impaired." And economic self- interest motivates the audist establishment, Lane argues. The
hearing-aid industry, for example, annually sells $250 million dollars worth of hearing aids to deaf children,
whose teachers require them. Y et virtually all of these children went deaf before learning English, making
the hearing aids useless. What is to be done to empower the deaf? Allow them their language, Lane says, and
their history and their dignity. Essential for anyone with a deaf person in hisor her life, or for anyone who
wishes truly to understand two million deaf fellow Americans. -- Copyright ©1992, Kirkus Associates, LP.
All rights reserved.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Luis Acosta:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill
your free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to attempt ook for book, may be the publication untitled The Mask of Benevolence: Disabling the
Deaf Community can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Carmen Jensen:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
The Mask of Benevolence: Disabling the Deaf Community the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging
each and every word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get before. The The Mask of Benevolence: Disabling the Deaf Community giving you one
more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful datafor your better life
within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern thisis your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Michael Berry:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, yathink reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Mask of Benevolence:
Disabling the Deaf Community which is getting the e-book version. So, why not try out this book? Let's see.

Gail Blakédly:

Asapupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Mask of Benevolence: Disabling the Deaf Community can make you
experience more interested to read.
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