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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
In this contemporary English version of the New Testament with Psalms and Proverbs, Eugene Peterson
strives to convey the earthy truths of the original Greek and Hebrew texts. As he explains in his introduction,
there were two levels of language in the Greek-speaking world, "formal" and "informal". The one was for
use in official documents, epic poetry, and philosophy, the other for shopping lists and personal letters--the
common idiom of everyday speech. "This is the language used throughout the New Testament ... a rough and
earthy language that reveals God's presence and action where we least expect it, catching us when we are up
to our elbows in the soiled ordinariness of our lives and God is the furthest thing from our minds."

It is in the spirit of this "soiled ordinariness" that Eugene Peterson translates John 1:14 (NIV: "The Word
became flesh and made his dwelling among us") to "The word became flesh and blood and moved into the
neighborhood." Likewise, in Romans 8:3 where the NIV renders "For what the law was powerless to do in
that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own son in the likeness of sinful man to be
a sin offering," The Message reads, "God went for the jugular when he sent his own son.... In his son, Jesus,
he personally took on the human condition, entered the disordered mess of struggling humanity in order to
set it right once and for all." Peterson offers no pretense of elevated language or intellectualism, only the
insistence that God is relevant in 20th-century work-week and weekend lives.

This kind of translation is not a new enterprise, however. Tyndale--the man singularly responsible for our
English translations of the Bible--is purported to have said in a dispute with opposing clergy, "If God spare
my life, ere many years I will cause a boy that driveth the plow to know more of the Scriptures than thou
dost." We're simply glad someone of our own generation chose to do the same. --Benjamin Gebhardt

Review
"In this crowded world of Bible versions, Eugene Peterson's blend of accurate scholarship and vivid idiom
make this rendering both distinctive and distinguished. The Message catches the logical flow, personal
energy, and imaginative overtones of the original very well indeed. It's a landmark and a triumph. Don't miss
it!" -- J.I. Packer, author of Knowing God and professor of theology, Regent College.

From the Publisher
Many people assume that a book about a holy God should sound elevated, stately, and ceremonial. If this is
how you're always viewed the Bible, you're about to make a surprising discovery.

The Message brings the life-changing power of the New Testament, the vibrant passion of the Psalms, and
the rich, practical wisdom of Proverbs into easy-to-read modern language that echoes the rhythm and idioms
of the original Greek and Hebrew. Written in the same kind of language you'd use to talk with friends, write
a letter, or discuss politics, The Message preserves the authentic, earthy flavor and the expressive character
of the Bible's best-loved books.

Whether you've been reading the Bible for years or are exploring it for the first time, The Message will
startle and surprise you. And it will allow you to experience firsthand the same power and directness that
motivated its original readers to change the course of history so many centuries ago.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kim Duncan:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed The
Message: The Bible in Contemporary Language (New Testament with Psalms and Proverbs)? Maybe it is to
get best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's
book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Jack Evans:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Message: The Bible in Contemporary
Language (New Testament with Psalms and Proverbs) as your daily resource information.

Shelly Gomes:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject The Message: The
Bible in Contemporary Language (New Testament with Psalms and Proverbs) suitable to you? The actual
book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Message: The Bible in
Contemporary Language (New Testament with Psalms and Proverbs)is the main one of several books which
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy
in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will
give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within
this book.

Jose Weitzman:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Message: The Bible in Contemporary
Language (New Testament with Psalms and Proverbs) was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we
know that book The Message: The Bible in Contemporary Language (New Testament with Psalms and
Proverbs) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you
can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading that will.
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