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The Pantheon in Rome is one of the grand architectural statements of all ages.
This richly illustrated book isolates the reasons for its extraordinary impact on
Western architecture, discussing the Pantheon as a building in its time but also as
a building for all time.

Mr. MacDonald traces the history of the structure since its completion and
examines its progeny--domed rotundas with temple-fronted porches built from
the second century to the twentieth--relating them to the original. He analyzes the
Pantheon's design and the details of its technology and construction, and explores
the meaning of the building on the basis of ancient texts, formal symbolism, and
architectural analogy. He sees the immense unobstructed interior, with its disk of
light that marks the sun's passage through the day, as an architectural metaphor
for the ecumenical pretensions of the Roman Empire.

Past discussions of the Pantheon have tended to center on design and structure.
These are but the starting point for Mr. MacDonald, who goes on to show why it
ranks--along with Cheops's pyramid, the Parthenon, Wren's churches, Mansard's
palaces-as an architectural archetype.
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The Pantheon in Rome is one of the grand architectural statements of all ages. This richly illustrated book
isolates the reasons for its extraordinary impact on Western architecture, discussing the Pantheon as a
building in its time but also as a building for all time.

Mr. MacDonald traces the history of the structure since its completion and examines its progeny--domed
rotundas with temple-fronted porches built from the second century to the twentieth--relating them to the
original. He analyzes the Pantheon's design and the details of its technology and construction, and explores
the meaning of the building on the basis of ancient texts, formal symbolism, and architectural analogy. He
sees the immense unobstructed interior, with its disk of light that marks the sun's passage through the day, as
an architectural metaphor for the ecumenical pretensions of the Roman Empire.

Past discussions of the Pantheon have tended to center on design and structure. These are but the starting
point for Mr. MacDonald, who goes on to show why it ranks--along with Cheops's pyramid, the Parthenon,
Wren's churches, Mansard's palaces-as an architectural archetype.
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Editorial Review

Review
The Pantheon is an informative and extremely well organized [book on] one of the most important and
influential buildings in world history. Throughout, the language is appealing...Not only a coherent summary
of the history, description, and analysis of the building, but also a discussion of the relevant architectural
issues within a larger framework. (Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians)

MacDonald describes the Pantheon's structure in some detail, against the background of contemporary
architecture and building methods...and he gives a brilliant resume of its influence on other architects from
just after its building to the 1950s...an exceptionally well constructed and readable book. (The Economist)

About the Author
William L. MacDonald was Alice Pratt Brown Professor of Art History at Smith College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Olsen:

Here thing why this kind of The Pantheon: Design, Meaning, and Progeny, With a New Foreword by John
Pinto, Second Edition are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good
nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The
Pantheon: Design, Meaning, and Progeny, With a New Foreword by John Pinto, Second Edition giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar
with The Pantheon: Design, Meaning, and Progeny, With a New Foreword by John Pinto, Second Edition. It
gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in
the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park
your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of The Pantheon: Design, Meaning, and Progeny, With a New Foreword by
John Pinto, Second Edition in e-book can be your choice.

Christy Brodersen:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this The
Pantheon: Design, Meaning, and Progeny, With a New Foreword by John Pinto, Second Edition.



Anthony Perez:

This The Pantheon: Design, Meaning, and Progeny, With a New Foreword by John Pinto, Second Edition is
brand new way for you who has attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger details.
Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of
digest in reading this The Pantheon: Design, Meaning, and Progeny, With a New Foreword by John Pinto,
Second Edition can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book is
easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean
in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is
the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life as
well as knowledge.

Henrietta Belcher:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That The Pantheon: Design, Meaning, and Progeny, With a New
Foreword by John Pinto, Second Edition can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at
this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This
specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be
your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why
hesitate? Let's have The Pantheon: Design, Meaning, and Progeny, With a New Foreword by John Pinto,
Second Edition.
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